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INTRODUCTION  
 

THE PURPOSE OF THESE OUTLINES 

The purpose of these outlines is three-fold: to present an analysis, an interpretation, and a synthesis of 
the basic contents of each book of the Bible. The intent of analysis is to lay bare the content for 
examination; that of interpretation is to reveal and explain its meaning; and the intent of synthesis is 
to develop the materials in an organized structure for purposes of better understanding, exposition, 
and application. 

In developing these materials in this form this three-fold purpose has been kept in mind. An effort has 
been made to analyze or open up the native message and to synthesize or develop this basic content in 
an inductively-conceived structural form, genuinely related to the various contexts. The outline 
designations, however, are given with an interpretive flavor rather than in a purely historical 
framework. For instance, the life of Abraham is divided into three periods related to faith: 1) the 
awakening of faith; 2) the rewarding of faith; and 3) the perfecting of faith. We have thus attempted 
to blend the three essential elements of analysis, interpretation, and synthesis into one. 

THE FOUNDATIONAL CHARACTER OF THESE OUTLINES 

It is believed that each Biblical passage has an historical significance, a theological significance, and  
spiritual principle(s) for current applications. The student of the Bible should learn to discern these 
essential elements as he studies each passage. It is not enough to know the historical story; one 
should discover what truth the story teaches about God, and with this background, discern the 
abiding principle(s) involved. With these materials and principles firmly grasped from the 
individual contexts, one may build theological structures and homiletical treatises with confidence. 
Without a mastery of these basic Biblical materials it is foolhardy to attempt the structural work of 
theology and exposition. 

THE SOURCES AND SCOPE OF THESE OUTLINES 

The materials herein presented have been garnered and organized from a wide range of scopic, 
introductory, expositional, exegetical and archaeological works, most of which are listed in the various 
bibliographies given. The watchword in gleaning and organization has been selectivity in keeping with 
inductively conceived principles of hermeneutics for Bible understanding. The emphasis throughout 
is on a strong adherence to the Bible text itself as understood in the grammatical historical contextual 
setting. 

To live with the prophets and apostles as they spoke God's Word out of living historical situations and 
experiences with God is to catch a fresh insight into the mind of the Almighty and His program for the 
redeemed. It is hoped that these materials will spark a kindred interest and enthusiasm in the student 
for the Word of God which is living and active and bears its own guarantee that it will inevitably 
accomplish God's will. 
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THE LOGICAL ORDER OF THE BIBLICAL SCIENCES 

In pursuing the work of Bible study, the logical order of the Biblical disciplines should be kept in mind: 

1- Study of the canon which determined the inspired books. 

2- Study of the ancient texts which determines the true text. 

3- Introductory studies which determine the historical framework and matters of authorship, addressees, etc. 

4- Hermeneutics which determines inductively the interpretive principles to be applied. 

5- Exegesis which is the application of the rules of hermeneutics to discover the meaning of the text. 

6- Biblical theology which is built on the results of exegesis and itself forms the basis for  

7- systematic theologyΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŦŀŎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ΨŦŀŎǘǎΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ 
ƎŜǊƳŀƴŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜǊǎƻƴΣ bŀǘǳǊŜΣ !ǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
preservation, and consummation. 

The following study of Bible Interpretation is dependent on or related to each of these sciences. It will build on the disciplines 
of the canon, the ancient texts, and Bible introduction; it will seek to apply the principles of hermeneutics to discover the native 
meaning of each passage; and it will prepare one for detailed exegesis and further theological and homiletical amplifications. In a 
sense the work will constitute both an introduction to Biblical studies and a correlation of the materials of the other Bible 
sciences in the contexts from which they spring. 
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THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 

04 Introduction 

04 I. Authorship. 

A- Confirmation of Johanine authorship. 

1- Though not stated in the text, the Johanine authorship is everywhere implied. It 
was never questioned till the rise of radical criticism and its questioning of the 
deity of Jesus. 

2- External attestation: Tradition is universal in confirming the authorship by 
John. It was the statement by Eusebius that there were two Johns at Ephesus 
in Papias' day (one the apostle and one the presbyter) that gave rise to the 
questioning of the apostle's authorship. 

3- Internal attestation: 

a- The author was a Jew (he quotes Hebrew, etc.). 

b- He was an eyewitness of the Lord (1:14; 19:35; 21:24; cf. I John 1:1) and 
was of Palestine, being contemporary with the persons and events 
recorded. 

c- He never mentions his own name or that of his brother. 

d- He is identified as the "disciple whom Jesus loved" (21:20, 24). 

B- Background of John. 

1- He was the son of Zebedee and Salome (Mark 1:19) and the brother of 
James the Martyr (Acts 12:2). 

2- He was probably a cousin of Jesus (Compare John 19:25 and 
Matthew 27:56). 

3- He grew up in Bethsaida by Galilee and was a fisherman. He was also well 
acquainted in Jerusalem and was acquainted personally with the high priest 
(18:15). 

4- He was an early disciple of the Baptist and became one of the first disciples of 
Christ. He was called one of the sons of thunder because of his vehemence, zeal, 
and intensity (Mark 3:17; Luke 9:54). 
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5- After the resurrection, he took Jesus' mother as his own (John 19:27), and he 
remained in Jerusalem until perhaps 66 A.D. when he removed to Ephesus.  

6- John wrote five books of the New Testament, the second most of any New 
Testament writer. 

7- He has been called a man with a nature that could have made him a great 
sinner, but Christ made him a great saint and witness. 

04-II. Historical Setting. 

A- Date and place of writing. 

1- Ireneaus (and universal tradition) says John wrote the Gospel from Ephesus 
during his residence there (c. 66-98). John lived into the reign of Trajan (98-117). 

2- The Ryland's fragment includes it showing it was in use in the first half of 
the 2nd century (also included in Tatian's Diatessaron, C. 150). 

3- John's Gospel was probably written before the Epistles and before the 
Revelation (Revelation 1:9). 

B- Addressees. 

As Matthew wrote to the Jews first, and Mark and Luke wrote for the Gentiles, John 
wrote to the Church in general. That it is not written to Jews primarily is seen in the 
inclusion of etymological, geographical, and cultic details, as well as the 
explanations of national customs, information which would have been superfluous 
to Jewish readers. 
Note also that the term "Jews" is often used as synonymous with the 
enemies of Jesus. 
This Gospel is written for mankind universally, that they might believe 
(20:31). 

C- Circumstance. 

1- At the time of writing, nearly 25 years had elapsed since the passing of Peter 
and Paul, and 20 years since the destruction of Jerusalem. 

2- John had been in Ephesus perhaps 25 years as overseer of the churches of Asia 
Minor. The church had been subjected to Roman persecution, rather than Jewish, 
for the last 25 years. 

3- Gnosticism, with its dilemma of the sources of evil, dualism, mysticism, etc., was 
in its incipient stages. This heresy rocked the church to its foundation in the 2nd 
century. Allusions to this error are seen as combated in John's writings. 

4- John, one of the greatest apostles, was divinely preserved for this period of 
creeping skepticism concerning the Person of Christ, to assert strong apostolic 
authority and to compose a long-meditated dogma concerning the Person of 
Christ. No one was better equipped to write of Christ, having known Him 
personally and having had His mother in his home for some years. 

5- John had doubtless become well acquainted with the Gospels of Matthew, 
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Mark, and Luke, written much earlier. 

04-III. The Style and Composition of John. 

A- John's style is Hebrew, though his language is Greek. 

B- He is concise, using fewer words than the Synoptists, fewer images, and fewer 
thoughts, but he repeats them with a strange impressiveness. He uses a limited 
vocabulary and often words with few syllables. 

C- John's Gospel is essentially philosophical, theological, and spiritual, rather than 
historical (although, of course, his history is entirely reliable). 

D- John is the most profound of the Gospel writers and writes after long meditation. 
He expresses an idea both positively and negatively (1:3, 8, 20, etc.). He often uses 
short sentences, parallelisms, antitheses. 

04-IV. The Purpose and Theme of John. 

A- John's primary aim is stated in 20:31: 

1- Intellectual conviction: "That ye may believe." 

2- Spiritual regeneration: "That believing ye may have life." 

B- A supplemental aim is also discernible. He supplements the Synoptists, rather than 

repeats them. 

C- A doctrinal aim is dominant. The book is a classic in the doctrine of the Person and 

work of Christ. 

D- A polemic aim is also obvious (whether by intent or not). Reactions against docetic 

tendencies, in their primitive form, have been noted. Note his avoidance of nouns 
such as "knowledge," "wisdom," and "faith" (abstractions much used by the 
Gnostics) while stressing the verb forms as "believe." 

E- The theme of the Gospel is the Eternal Logos, made flesh to bring life, light, and love 

to a world devoid of all three. The threefold theme of revelation, rejection, and 
reception runs in recurrent waves throughout the book as He ministers, first publicly 
to the Jews and then privately to His own disciples. 
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Figure 04-01.   A Broad Outline of The Gospel of John 
   

I. The Living Word Made Flesh. (Prologue) 1:1-18 

A- His essential nature. 
B- His manifestation to the world. 

C- His manifestation to His own. 

II. The Living Word Made Manifest to Israel. 1-12 

A- His presentation. 
B- His confrontation. 
C- His opposition crystallizes. 
D- His point of crisis. 

III. The Living Word Made Manifest to His own. 13-17 

A- The Passover Supper and subsequent acts. 
B- Instruction to His own. 

C- Instruction on the way to Gethsemane. 
D- Communion with the Father. 

IV. The Living Word Made an Offering for Sin. 18-19 

A- The arrest of Jesus. 

B- The religious trial of Jesus. 
C- The civil trial of Jesus. 
D- The crucifixion of Jesus. 

V. The Living Word Made Manifest in Resurrection.  20-21 

A- The discovery of material evidence. 
B- The disclosure of the Living Lord. 
C- The design of John's Gospel. 
D- The epilogue. 
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Figure 04-02.   Gall - The Name For The Juice Of The Opium Poppy 

Courtesy of Winifred Walker, All The Plants Of The Bible, Harper & Brothers, New York. 
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John 1 
1 ¶  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2  The same was in the beginning with God. 

3  All things were made through him; and without him {1} was not anything made that hath been made. 
{1) Or was not anything made. That which hath been made was life in him; and the life etc} 

4  In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

5 ¶  And the light shineth in the darkness; and the darkness {1} apprehended it not. {1) Or overcame; See Joh 

12:35 (Gr)} 
6  There came a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 

7  The same came for witness, that he might bear witness of the light, that all might believe through 

him. 

8  He was not the light, but came that he might bear witness of the light. 

9  {1} There was the true light, even the light which lighteth {2} every man, coming into the world. {1) 

Or the true light, which lighteth every man, was coming 2) Or every man as he cometh}  
10  He was in the world, and the world was made through him, and the world knew him not. 

11  He came unto {1} his own, and they that were his own received him not. {1) Gr his own things} 

12  But as many as received him, to them gave he the right to become children of God, even to them 

that believe on his name: 

13  who were {1} born, not of {2} blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
{1) Or begotten 2) Gr  bloods} 
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04-I. PROLOGUE:  THE LIVING WORD MADE FLESH  (1:1-18.) 

04-A-   His Essential Nature.  vs. 1:1-5 

1-  In relation to God.  vs. 1-2 

a- His identification with God. 

b- The Logos -- Expression of God. 

c- Eternally existent. 

2-  In relation to creation.  vs. 3 

a- The Author and Creator of all things. 

b- The divine Agent of creation. 

3-  In relation to man.  vs. 4 

a- The source of life. 

b- The source of light. 

4- In relation to evil.-- Preeminent over darkness. Sin is introduced as darkness. vs. 5 

04-B- His Manifestation to the World.  vs. 1:6-13. 

1- He was witnessed to by John.  vs. 6-9 

a- John was only a reflection -- a "morning star."  

b- Jesus was the true Light -- lighting every man.  

2- He was unrecognized by His own creation  vs. 10 

3- He was unreceived by His own people.  vs. 11 

4- But He made those that believed sons of God  vs. 12-13 

a-  Not by a human process.  

b- Born of God -- John's emphasis.  
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John 1(cont.) 
14  And the Word became flesh, and {1} dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, glory as of {2} the 

only begotten from the Father), full of grace and truth.  {1) Gr tabernacled 2) Or an only begotten from a father; 

Compare Heb 11:17} 
15 ¶  John beareth witness of him, and crieth, saying, {1} This was he of whom I said, He that cometh 

after me is become before me: for he was {2} before me.  {1) Some ancient authorities read (this was he that said) 2) Gr 

first in regard of me} 
16  For of his fulness we all received, and {1} grace for grace. {1) Or grace upon grace}  

17  For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

18  No man hath seen God at any time; {1} the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he 

hath declared him. {1) Many very ancient authorities read  God only begotten} 

19 ¶  And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent unto him from Jerusalem priests and Levites 

to ask him, Who art thou? 

20  And he confessed, and denied not; and he confessed, I am not the Christ. 

21  And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elijah? And he saith, I am not. Art thou the prophet? 

And he answered, No. 

22  They said therefore unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent us. 

What sayest thou of thyself? 

23  He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as {1} 

said Isaiah the prophet. {1) Isa 40:3} 

24  {1} And they had been sent from the Pharisees. {1) Or And certain had been sent from among the Pharisees.} 

25  And they asked him, and said unto him, Why then baptizest thou, if thou art not the Christ, neither 

Elijah, neither the prophet? 

26  John answered them, saying, I baptize {1} in water: in the midst of you standeth one whom ye know 

not, {1) Or with} 

27  even he that cometh after me, the latchet of whose shoe I am not worthy to unloose. 

28  These things were done in {1} Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. {1) Many ancient 

authorities read Bethabarah, some Betharabah; Compare Jos 15:6, 61; 18:22} 
29 ¶  On the morrow he seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold, the Lamb of God, that {1} 

taketh away the sin of the world! {1) Or beareth the sin}   

30  This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man who is become before me: for he was {1} before 

me. {1) Gr first in regard of me} 

31  And I knew him not; but that he should be made manifest to Israel, for this cause came I baptizing 

{1} in water. {1) Or with} 

32  And John bare witness, saying, I have beheld the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven; and it 

abode upon him. 

33  And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize {1} in water, he said unto me, Upon 

whomsoever thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and abiding upon him, the same is he that 

baptizeth {1} in the Holy Spirit. {1) Or with} 
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04-C- His Manifestation to His Own.  1:14-18. 

1- The Word became incarnate  vs. 14-15 

2- His revelation displayed God's grace and truth  vs. 16-18 

a- Moses gave only a partial revelation -- that of law & judgment. 

b- Grace and truth saw their full measure in Christ. His truth and judgment were 
accompanied by grace. 

3- He Personally revealed the Father  vs. 18 

a- He gave man His only true vision of the Person of God. 

b- He came to correct man's distorted picture of God. 

04-II. THE LIVING WORD MADE MANIFEST TO ISRAEL. (1:19.-12:50.) 

04-A- His Presentation.  (1:19.-4:54.) 

1- The testimony of John  vs. 1:19-36 

a- John identifies himself.  vs. 19-26 

1)  He is not Elijah  vs. 19-22 
Although he came in the power and office of Elijah. (Lk. 1:17) 

2) He is the Voice of Isaiah 40  vs. 23 
A voice of warning to alert the nation.  
Preparing the way for Messiah. 

3)  He is but a water baptizer  vs. 24-26 
His baptism united and identified the righteous remnant.  
His baptism prepared for Messiah's manifestation  vs. 31 

b- John identfies Jesus  vs. 27-34 

1) Jesus is far greater than John, who considered himself not even a worthy 
servant.  vs. 27-28 

2) Jesus is The Lamb of God  vs. 29 
The scapegoat of the 0. T. 
This identifies the emphasis of the Gospel of John. 
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John 1(cont.) 
33  And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize {1} in water, he said unto me, Upon 

whomsoever thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and abiding upon him, the same is he that 

baptizeth {1} in the Holy Spirit. {1) Or with} 

34  And I have seen, and have borne witness that this is the Son of God. 

35  Again on the morrow John was standing, and two of his disciples; 

36  and he looked upon Jesus as he walked, and saith, Behold, the Lamb of God! 

37 ¶  And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 

38  And Jesus turned, and beheld them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye? And they said 

unto him, Rabbi (which is to say, being interpreted, Teacher), where abideth thou? 

39  He saith unto them, Come, and ye shall see. They came therefore and saw where he abode; and 

they abode with him that day: it was about the tenth hour. 

40  One of the two that heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peterôs brother. 

41  He findeth first his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messiah (which is, 

being interpreted, {1} Christ). {1) That is Anointed; Compare Ps 2:2}  

42  He brought him unto Jesus. Jesus looked upon him, and said, Thou art Simon the son of {1} John: 

thou shalt be called Cephas (which is by interpretation, {2}  Peter). {1) Gr Joanes; called in Mt 16:17 Jonah 2) 

That is Rock or Stone} 
43 ¶  On the morrow he was minded to go forth into Galilee, and he findeth Philip: and Jesus saith unto 

him, Follow me. 

44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. 

45  Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and 

the prophets, wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 

46  And Nathanael said unto him, Can any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, 

Come and see. 

47  Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 

guile! 

48  Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before 

Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. 

49  Nathanael answered him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art King of Israel. 

50  Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee underneath the fig tree, 

believest thou? thou shalt see greater things than these. 

51  And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye shall see the heaven opened, and the 

angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 
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3) Jesus will baptize in the Holy Spirit  vs. 1:33 
The dove confirmed His Messiahship, for John.  
Jesus would baptize "in"1 the Holy Spirit. How? 

4) He is The Son of God  vs. 34 
Another emphasis of John's Gospel. 

c- John directs his disciples to Jesus  vs. 35-36 

2- The testimony of Jesus' disciples  vs. 1:37-51 

a-  Andrew and John follow Jesus  vs. 37-40 

1) Andrew and probably John. 

2) This was evidently their call to true faith in Messiah. 

3) They then spent the day getting acquainted  vs. 39 

b- Andrew brings Peter  vs. 41-42 

1) Note that Andrew started at home. 

2) Jesus here nicknamed Simon "Peter" meaning "a small stone." 
bŀƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜΦ  ʃʷˍˊˇ Υ ba{Τ ! 
Rock, a small ǎǘƻƴŜ Ҕ ˉʶˍˊʰΥ bC{Τ ! wƻŎƪΣ ŀ large stone.  Ref Mat 
16:18. 

c-  Jesus finds Philip  vs. 43 

1) Philip responded to His simple command, "Follow Me." 

2) Note Jesus varying approaches with different individuals. 

d- Philip brings Nathanael  vs. 44-51 

1) He relates Jesus to Moses' prophecy (Dt. 18:15). 

2) Nathanael notes the incongruity of Messiah coming out of Nazareth -- most 
despised town of despised Galilee. 

3) Note Philip's argument -- "Come and see." 

4) Jesus highly commended Nathanael for his forthrightness. 

5) In response, Nathanael gave the 1st enunciation of Jesus' identity as Son of 
God and King of Israel. 

e- Jesus declared Himself the meeting place of God and man  vs. 51 

                                                                 
1
   ̌ ˍˈ  ˋˍʽ˄  This is ,  ʲʰˉˍʾʸ˖˄;  the one who is baptizing,  Æ< {PREP w/instrumental of means}; by means of the, 
ˉ˄ʶˏ˃ʰˍʽ ʴʾ {Instrumental of means, N., S.}; Holy Spirit. Ref. Gal 5:16, Eph 1:13-14! 
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John 2 
1 ¶  And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there: 

2  and Jesus also was bidden, and his disciples, to the marriage. 

3  And when the wine failed, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. 

4  And Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. 

5  His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. 

6  Now there were six waterpots of stone set there after the Jewsô manner of purifying, containing 

two or three firkins apiece. 

7  Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim. 

8  And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the {1} ruler of the feast. And they bare it. 

{1) Or steward}  

9  And when the ruler of the feast tasted the water {1} now become wine, and knew not whence it 

was (but the servants that had drawn the water knew), the ruler of the feast calleth the 

bridegroom, {1) Or that it had become}  

10  and saith unto him, Every man setteth on first the good wine; and when men have drunk freely, 

then that which is worse: thou hast kept the good wine until now. 

11  This beginning of his signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his 

disciples believed on him. 

12 ¶  After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples; 

and there they abode not many days. 
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3- The testimony of His initial works  (2.) 

a- The 1st miracle ---Water made into wine  vs. 2:1-11 

1) Note Jesus' social approach.(contrasted with John).  

John didn't touch wine; Jesus made it.
1
  

His presence there constituted a benediction on marriage. 

2) His new relation to Mary -- "Woman."  vs. 4 
i. e., she no longer was to direct Him as a mother would. 

3) He noted His hour of glory was not yet come  vs. 4 
The hour of the full manifestation of His Messianic Glory. 

4) He enlisted the servants' help -- providing water  vs. 6-8 
Note the voluminous quantity. 

5) He turned the water to wine  vs. 9-10 

a) This was a miracle of quality, not changing quantity. 

b) It was an acceleration of the natural process. 

c) Was it fermented? Probably at the peak stage of goodness.
2
  
3
 

6) The purpose of this miracle  vs. 11 

a) To manifest His Glory as a foretaste. 

b) To confirm His new disciple's faith. 

b- His 1st  brief stay at Capernaum  vs. 12 
Perhaps visited the homes of His 1st disciples. 
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John 2 (cont.) 
13  And the passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

14  And he found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money 

sitting: 

15  and he made a scourge of cords, and cast all out of the temple, both the sheep and the oxen; and 

he poured out the changersô money, and overthrew their tables; 

16  and to them that sold the doves he said, Take these things hence; make not my Fatherôs house a 

house of merchandise. 

17  His disciples remembered that it was written, {1} Zeal for thy house shall eat me up. {1) Ps 69:9} 

18  The Jews therefore answered and said unto him, What sign showest thou unto us, seeing that thou 

doest these things? 

19  Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this {1} temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 

{1) Or sanctuary}  

20  The Jews therefore said, Forty and six years was this {1} temple in building, and wilt thou raise it 

up in three days? {1) Or sanctuary}  

21  But he spake of the {1} temple of his body. {1) Or sanctuary}  

22  When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he spake this; and 

they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said. 

23 ¶  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, during the feast, many believed on his name, 

beholding his signs which he did. 

24  But Jesus did not trust himself unto them, for that he knew all men, 

25  and because he needed not that any one should bear witness concerning {1} man; for he himself 

knew what was in man. {1) Or a man; foréthe man}  

John 3 
1 ¶  Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 

2  the same came unto him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 

from God; for no one can do these signs that thou doest, except God be with him. 
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c- The 1st temple cleansing  vs. 2:13-22 

1) Jesus attends Passover (April 14, A.D. 29) 

2) He begins judgment at the house of God  vs. 14 

a) He had perhaps long desired this moment.  vs. 17 

b) He wielded a scourge, evicting changers and animals. 

3) He condemned 2 temple abuses here.  vs. 15-17 

a) Using the temple for a market place of exchange 

b) For their unjust exchange fees and animal sales. They charged inspection 
fees and exchange fees. 

4) The Jews demand a sign for His authority and action (18). Only Messiah could 
supercede Sanhedrin power. 

5) Jesus replied by noting His final credential  vs. 19 

a) His Temple to be destroyed and resurrected. 

b) The 1st suggestion of His death. 

c) His "Temple" was the new meeting-place of God and man. (They would 
defile Him as they did the temple) 

d- The initial superficial response  vs. 23-25 

1) Many responded short of saving faith (Noted throughout John). 

2) Jesus' omniscience is noted in discerning the superficial.  vs. 24 

4- The testimony of His words  (3.-4.) 

a- The interview with Nicodemus  vs. 3:1-21 

1) Nicodemus comes by night  vs. 1-2 

a) A Pharisee and ruler -'- religious and moral man. 

b) His query in the form of a statement  vs. 2 
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John 3 (cont.) 
3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be born {1} anew, he 

cannot see the kingdom of God. {1) Or from above; See Joh 3:31; 19:11; Jas 1:17; 3:15, 17} 

4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter a second time into 

his motherôs womb, and be born? 

5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter into the kingdom of God! 

6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born {1} anew. {1) Or from above; See Joh 3:31; 

19:11; Jas 1:17; 3:15, 17} 

8  {1} The wind bloweth where it will, and thou hearest the voice thereof, but knowest not whence it 

cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. {1) Or The Spirit 

breatheth}  

9  Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be? 

10  Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou the teacher of Israel, and understandest not these 

things? 

11  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that which we know, and bear witness of that which we 

have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 

12  If I told you earthly things and ye believe not, how shall ye believe if I tell you heavenly things? 

13  And no one hath ascended into heaven, but he that descended out of heaven, even the Son of man, 

{1} who is in heaven. {1) Man ancient authorities omit who is in heaven}  

14  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up; 

15  that whosoever {1} believeth may in him have eternal life. {1) Or believeth in him may have}  

16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 

should not perish, but have eternal life. 

17  For God sent not the Son into the world to judge the world; but that the world should be saved 

through him. 
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2) The necessity of the new birth  vs. 3:3-8 

a) The mode of entering God's Kingdom  vs. 3-5 

(1) The analogy of human physical birth. 

(2) The insufficiency of "water" or repentance. 

(3) Note c. 6 interpretations of "water." 

(4) Spiritual Kingdom entered only by Spiritual birth. 

b) The inscrutability of the new birth  vs. 6-8 

(1) It is to be believed, not thoroughly understood 

(2) The Spirit's work is not subject (to logic, but is evidenced by its products 
in the believer's life. 

(3) The basis of Spirit is explained  vs. 9-15 

a) Nicodemus asks "How?" 

(1) Jesus "ribs" "The teacher of Israel." 

(2) Jesus stresses the necessity of simply believing.  
Only by faith are heavenly things understood. 

b) The necessity of the  Incarnation noted  vs. 13 
No other witness has come to earth from the Father. 

c) The necessity of the atonement  vs. 14 

(1) Moses lifted up the serpent after the manna was refused. 

(2) Jesus notes a 2nd essential "must." 

4) The human requirement for the new birth  vs. 15-16 

a) "Whosoever believeth." 

b) Note the length, breadth, depth, & heighth of God's love. 

5) The redemptive program surveyed  vs. 16-21 

a) God's love as the motivation  vs. 16 

b) God's provision of His Son.  vs. 16 

c) God's purpose of redemption  vs. 17 
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John 3 (cont.) 
18  He that believeth on him is not judged: he that believeth not hath been judged already, because he 

hath not believed on the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

19  And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather 

than the light; for their works were evil. 

20  For every one that {1} doeth evil hateth the light, and cometh not to the light, lest his works 

should be {2} reproved. {1) Or practiseth 2) Or convicted}  

21  But he that doeth the truth cometh to the light, that his works may be made manifest, {1} that they 

have been wrought in God. {1) Or because}  

22 ¶  After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judea; and there he tarried with 

them, and baptized. 

23  And John also was baptizing in Enon near to Salim, because there {1} was much water there: and 

they came, and were baptized. {1) Gr were many waters}   

24  For John was not yet cast into prison. 

25  There arose therefore a questioning on the part of Johnôs disciples with a Jew about purifying. 

26  And they came unto John, and said to him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond the Jordan, to 

whom thou hast borne witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him. 

27  John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it have been given him from heaven. 

28  Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but, that I am sent before him. 

29  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, that standeth and 

heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroomôs voice: this my joy therefore is made 

full.  

30  He must increase, but I must decrease. 

31  He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is of the earth, and of the earth he 

speaketh: {1} he that cometh from heaven is above all. {1) Some ancient authorities read he that 

cometh from heaven beareth witness of what he hath seen and heard}  

32  What he hath seen and heard, of that he beareth witness; and no man receiveth his witness. 

33  He that hath received his witness hath set his seal to this, that God is true. 

34  For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for he giveth not the Spirit by measure. 

35  The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. 

36  He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life; but he that {1} obeyeth not the Son shall not see 

life, but the wrath of God abideth on him. {1) Or believeth not}  
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d) God's warning concerning unbelief  vs. 3:18-21 

(1) The certainty of judgment.  

(2) The central issue of judgment-- The Person of Christ. 

(3) The response of faith  vs. 20-21 

b- The witness of John the Baptist  vs. 22-36 

1) Jesus' baptizing mission in Judea.  vs. 22-24 

a) At a place of "much water." 

b) While John was also yet baptizing near by. 

2) The dispute about baptizing  vs. 25-26 

a) The fear of John's disciples -- John overshadowed. 

b) The question was raised by a Jew (Phar.). 

3) John's response to the question  vs. 27-30 

a) He reasserts his nothingness. 

b) He pictures Christ as the Bridegroom. 

c) He recognized his own need to decrease in order that Christ might increase. 

4) The writer's editorial comment  vs. 31-36 

a) Christ's divine preeminence  vs. 31-32 

(1) He speaks as One from the presence of the Father. 

(2) Incredulously, His word is not received by men. 

b) Christ's word is God's word  vs. 3:34-35 

(1) He spoke under the full measure of the Spirit. 

(2) Also -- God gives both the Word and inner conviction of its truth by the 
Spirit. 

(3) Rejecting Christ's word is calling God a liar. 

c) The final issue -- Faith in Christ  vs. 36 

(1) Faith brings eternal life immediately. 

(2) Unbelief rests under the wrath of God. 
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John 4 
1 ¶  When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing 

more disciples than John 

2  (although Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples), 

3  he left Judea, and departed again into Galilee. 

4 ¶  And he must needs pass through Samaria. 

5  So he cometh to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to 

his son Joseph: 

6  and Jacobôs {1} well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat {2} thus by the 

{1} well. It was about the sixth hour. {1) Gr spring; and so in verse 14; but not in verses 11, 12. 

2) Or as he was; Compare Joh 13:25} 

7  There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. 

8  For his disciples were gone away into the city to buy food. 

9  The Samaritan woman therefore saith unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of 

me, who am a Samaritan woman? {1} (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) {1) Some 

ancient authorities omit For the Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.}  

10  Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, 

Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. 

11  The woman saith unto him, {1} Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: whence 

then hast thou that living water? {1) Or Lord}  

12  Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his 

sons, and his cattle? 

13  Jesus answered and said unto her, Every one that drinketh of this water shall thirst again: 

14  but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I 

shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up unto eternal life. 

15  The woman saith unto him, {1} Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come all the way 

hither to draw. {1) Or Lord}  

16  Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 

17  The woman answered and said unto him, I have no husband. Jesus saith unto her, Thou saidst 

well, I have no husband: 

18  for thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: this hast thou 

said truly. 
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c- The interview with the Samaritan woman  (4.) 

1) The departure for Galilee  vs. 1-3 

a) To avoid precipitating offense. 

b) Evidently before Matthew 4:12. 

2) The occasion in Samaria  vs. 4-6 

a) He stopped at Jacob's well at noon. 

b) He was wearied from traveling. 

3) The conversation with the woman  vs. 7-26 

a) He used His thirst as an approach  vs. 7-9 
Approached her on a common ground. 

b) He aroused her thirst for living water  vs. 10-15
4
 

(1) Note His differing approach from that with Nicodemus. 
How did it differ?  Should we be careful in our  
evangelistic activity to find a common ground? 

(2) He spoke to her daily need -- one she realized. 

(3) He immediately reverted to her spiritual need. 

(4) She readily responded to His positive approach  vs. 4:15 
He had developed a receptive mood. 

c) Jesus then probed her heart concerning sin  vs. 16-18 

(1) He invited her husband for a family counsel. 

(2) Jesus here sought to precipitate repentance. 

(3) He began to reveal Himself. 
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John 4 (cont.) 
19  The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 

20  Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men 

ought to worship. 

21  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when neither in this mountain, nor in 

Jerusalem, shall ye worship the Father. 

22  Ye worship that which ye know not: we worship that which we know; for salvation is from the 

Jews. 

23  But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and 

truth: {1} for such doth the Father seek to be his worshippers. {1) Or for such the Father also 

seeketh}  

24  {1} God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and truth. {1) Or God is 

spirit}  

25  The woman saith unto him, I know that Messiah cometh (he that is called Christ): when he is 

come, he will declare unto us all things. 

26  Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he. 

27 ¶  And upon this came his disciples; and they marvelled that he was speaking with a woman; yet 

no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why speakest thou with her? 

28  So the woman left her waterpot, and went away into the city, and saith to the people, 

29  Come, see a man, who told me all things that ever I did: can this be the Christ? 

30  They went out of the city, and were coming to him. 

31  In the mean while the disciples prayed him, saying, Rabbi, eat. 

32  But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not. 

33  The disciples therefore said one to another, Hath any man brought him aught to eat? 

34  Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to accomplish his work. 

35  Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh the harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift 

up your eyes, and look on the fields, that they are {1} white already unto harvest. {1) Or white 

unto harvest. Already he that reapeth etc}  

36  He that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal; that he that soweth and he 

that reapeth may rejoice together. 

37  For herein is the saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. 

38  I sent you to reap that whereon ye have not labored: others have labored, and ye are entered into 

their labor. 

39  And from that city many of the Samaritans believed on him because of the word of the woman, 

who testified, He told me all things that ever I did. 

40  So when the Samaritans came unto him, they besought him to abide with them: and he abode 

there two days. 

41  And many more believed because of his word; 

42  and they said to the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy speaking: for we have heard for 

ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world. 

43 ¶  And after the two days he went forth from thence into Galilee. 

44  For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath no honor in his own country. 

45  So when he came into Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, having seen all the things that he did 

in Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went unto the feast. 

46  He came therefore again unto Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. And there was a 

certain {1} nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum. {1) Or kingôs officer }  
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d) Jesus clarified true worship  vs. 4:19-24 

(1) Note how she turned to a theological subject. 

(2) Worship is not a geographical problem. 

(3) Worship is a spiritual exercise. 

(4) He noted the one channel of God's salvation  vs. 22 

e) Jesus pointed to Himself as her real need  vs. 25-26 

(1) He was the O.T. Messiah. 

(2) He was to reveal all things. 

4) The results of the conversation  vs. 27-42 

a) She witnessed to her home town  vs. 28-29 

b) An investigation was begun. 

c) Jesus notes the need for harvesters  vs. 31,38 

(1) The nutritional value of doing God's will. 

(2) A variety of workers needed  vs. 36-37 

(3) The ripeness of the harvest. 
²Ŝ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŀǇ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ΨǎŜŜŘ ǎƻǿƛƴƎΩ.  
Even an immoral woman was ready for reaping. 

d) Many Samaritans respond in faith  vs. 39-42 

(1) Some because of her word  vs. 39 

(2) Some of His further word, even without miracles. vs. 41 

(3) They acknowledge His Saviourhood  vs. 42 

5- The testimony of His healing power  vs. 43-53 

a- Judea's unbelief is noted  vs. 43-44 

1) He notes the proclivity of rejecting one's own prophet. 

2) He receives a good reception in Galilee. 

b- Cana is visited a 2nd time  vs. 45-46 
Perhaps visited the couple whose wedding He had attended. 
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John 4 (cont.) 
46  He came therefore again unto Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. And there was a 

certain {1} nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum. {1) Or kingôs officer }  

47  When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought 

him that he would come down, and heal his son; for he was at the point of death. 

48  Jesus therefore said unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will in no wise believe. 

49  The {1} nobleman saith unto him, {2} Sir, come down ere my child die. {1) Or kingôs officer 2) 

Or Lord}   

50  Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. The man believed the word that Jesus spake 

unto him, and he went his way. 

51  And as he was now going down, his {1} servants met him, saying, that his son lived. {1) Gr 

bondservants}  

52  So he inquired of them the hour when he began to amend. They said therefore unto him, 

Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him. 

53  So the father knew that it was at that hour in which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and 

himself believed, and his whole house. 

54  This is again the second sign that Jesus did, having come out of Judaea into Galilee. 

John 5 
1 ¶  After these things there was {1} a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. {1) Many 

ancient authorities read the feast (Compare Joh 2:13?)}  

2  Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew {1} Bethesda, 

having five porches. {1) Some ancient authorities read Bethsaida , others Bethzatha}  

3  In these lay a multitude of them that were sick, blind, halt, withered, {Man ancient authorities 

insert wholly or in part waiting for the moving of the water:}  

4  {for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool, and troubled the water: 

whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole, with whatsoever 

disease he was holden.}  

5  And a certain man was there, who had been thirty and eight years in his infirmity. 

6  When Jesus saw him lying, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto 

him, Wouldest thou be made whole? 

7  The sick man answered him, {1} Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the 

pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. {1) Or Lord }  
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c- A nobleman's faith is tested  vs. 4:46-50 

1) He 1st expressed faith in Jesus' personal healing power. 

2) Jesus rebuked his faith as based primarily on sight. 

3) Jesus challenged Him to simply believe His word. 

d- The nobleman's faith is demonstrated  vs. 50 

1) Jesus used the event to develop personal faith. 

2) The man accepted the challenge, believing His word of healing. 

e- The nobleman's faith is rewarded  vs. 51-52 

He made a scientific investigation. 

f- The nobleman's faith was made personal --  in Christ  vs. 53-54 

The miracle is called a "sign." 

04-B- Jesus' Confrontation.  
 (5.-6.) 

1- Note the development of controversy in (5.-6.)  

Chap. 5 -- In Jerusalem. Chap. 6 -- In Galilee. 

2- Jesus heals on the Sabbath  vs. 5:1-18 

a- He heals a man at the pool of Bethesda  vs. 1-10 

1) Jesus attends a "feast of the Jews." Probably a fall feast, rather than Passover. 

2) Jesus accosts an impotent and superstitious man  vs. 3-7 
His long infirmity of 38 years is noted. 



By Dr. Stanley A. Ellisen THE GOSPEL OF JOHN Bible Outline Series 

28 

John 5 (cont.) 
8  Jesus saith unto him, Arise, take up thy {1} bed, and walk. {1) Or pallet}  

9  And straightway the man was made whole, and took up his {1} bed and walked. Now it was the 

sabbath on that day. {1) Or pallet}  

10  So the Jews said unto him that was cured, It is the sabbath, and it is not lawful for thee to take up 

thy {1} bed. {1) Or pallet}  

11  But he answered them, He that made me whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy {1} bed, and 

walk. {1) Or pallet}  

12  They asked him, Who is the man that said unto thee, Take up thy {1} bed, and walk? {1) Or, 

pallet} 

13  But he that was healed knew not who it was; for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude 

being in the place. 

14  Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin 

no more, lest a worse thing befall thee. 

15  The man went away, and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him whole. 

16  And for this cause the Jews persecuted Jesus, because he did these things on the sabbath. 
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3) Jesus commands obedience for healing  vs. 5:8-9 

a) Jesus commanded the impossible. 

b) The healing took place in the obedience. 

b- Jesus is accused of Sabbath-breaking  vs. 5:10-16 

1) The Jew's traditions blind them to the miracle  vs. 10-13 

a) They accuse the healed man on a legal technicality. 

b) They evidence no rejoicing for the mercy shown. 

2) Jesus further instructed the man.  vs. 14-16 

a) Note that He found him in the temple --Giving thanks? 

b) Jesus noted some relation of his sickness to sin. Sometimes true, but not 

always (Jn. 9). 
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John 5 (cont.) 
17 ¶  But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh even until now, and I work. 

18  For this cause therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only brake the 

sabbath, but also called God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 

19  Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do 

nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father doing: for what things soever he doeth, these the 

Son also doeth in like manner. 

20  For the Father loveth the Son, and showeth him all things that himself doeth: and greater works 

than these will he show him, that ye may marvel. 

21  For as the Father raiseth the dead and giveth them life, even so the Son also giveth life to whom 

he will. 

22  For neither doth the Father judge any man, but he hath given all judgment unto the Son; 

23  that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth 

not the Father that sent him. 

24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth him that sent me, hath 

eternal life, and cometh not into judgment, but hath passed out of death into life. 

25  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour cometh, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of 

the Son of God; and they that {1} hear shall live. {1) Or hearken}  

26  For as the Father hath life in himself, even so gave he to the Son also to have life in himself: 

27  and he gave him authority to execute judgment, because he is a son of man. 

28  Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh, in which all that are in the tombs shall hear his voice, 

29  and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have 

{1} done evil, unto the resurrection of judgment. {1) Or practised}  

30  I can of myself do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is righteous; because I seek not 

mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 
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c- Jesus defended His action  vs. 5:17-18 

1) He declared that the Father works even on Sabbath. 

2) He claimed the relation of Sonship to the Father. 

d- The Jews' 2-fold grievance is noted  vs. 18 

1) He broke the Sabbath. 

2) He claimed equality with God. 

3- Jesus expounds His relation to the Father  vs. 5:19-47 

a- He is equal with the Father  vs. 19-26 

1) Equal in   works  vs. 19 

2) Equal in knowledge and understanding  vs. 20 

3) Equal in administering physical resurrection.  vs. 21 

4) Equal in judgment authority  vs. 5:22, 27 
Because He is the Son of Man. 

5) Equal in honor  vs. 23 
To dishonour Him is to dishonour the Father. 

6) Equal in giving spiritual life  vs. 24-26 
To those that hear and believe. 

Given this life-giving power by the Father. 

Given in the sense that He is the Son of Man. 

7) Equal in self-existence  vs. 26 

a) He is Life itself. 

b) As Judge Universal, all men will one day stand before Him.  vs. 28-29 

b- He has an official position as The Son of Man.  vs. 22, 27 

1) As such, He is the Universal Judge. 

2) As such, He has subordinated Himself to the Father.  

a) He has subjected Himself to the Father's will.  

b) He has limited Himself to the Spirit's power. 
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John 5 (cont.) 
31 ¶  If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. 

32  It is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is 

true. 

33  Ye have sent unto John, and he hath borne witness unto the truth. 

34  But the witness which I receive is not from man: howbeit I say these things, that ye may be 

saved. 

35  He was the lamp that burneth and shineth; and ye were willing to rejoice for a season in his light. 

36  But the witness which I have is greater than that of John; for the works which the Father hath 

given me to accomplish, the very works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent 

me. 

37  And the Father that sent me, he hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any 

time, nor seen his form. 

38  And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he sent, him ye believe not. 

39  {1} Ye search the scriptures, because ye think that in them ye have eternal life; and these are they 

which bear witness of me; {1) Or Search the scriptures}   

40  and ye will not come to me, that ye may have life. 

41  I receive not glory from men. 

42  But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in yourselves. 

43  I am come in my Fatherôs name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, 

him ye will receive. 

44  How can ye believe, who receive glory one of another, and the glory that cometh from {1} the 

only God ye seek not? {1) Some ancient authorities read the only  one} 

45  Think not that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, on 

whom ye have set your hope. 

46  For if ye believed Moses, ye would believe me; for he wrote of me. 

47  But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words? 
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c- Some witnesses to this Father-Son relationship  vs. 5:31-37 

1) His own witness inadequate in the eyes of the law  vs. 31 
That is, as a son of man. 

2) The witness of John  vs. 33 

a) A valid witness as being received for a season. 

b) He reverts to this witness to evince their response  vs 34 

3) The witness of His own works  vs. 36 
Greater than that of John who did no miracles. 

4) The witness of the Father  vs. 37 
He bore witness at the baptism. 

5) The witness of Scripture  vs. 39-47 

a) He accused them of Bibliolotry  vs. 39 

(1) They made a god of the Scriptures. 

(2) They failed to see the focal point of the Scriptures. 

b)  He pointed to their inner depravity  vs. 42 

(1) The love of God was missing in them. 

(2) Rejecting the true, they would one day be deceived into accepting a false 
Messiah. 

c) He pointed to their initial failure  vs. 44-47 

(1) They sought their own personal glory. 

(2) They really didn't believe Moses. 

(3) Unbelief begins with the initial lack of response.  
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John 6 
1 ¶  After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of 

Tiberias. 

2  And a great multitude followed him, because they beheld the signs which he did on them that were 

sick. 

3  And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there he sat with his disciples. 

4  Now the passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 

5  Jesus therefore lifting up his eyes, and seeing that a great multitude cometh unto him, saith unto 

Philip, Whence are we to buy {1} bread, that these may eat? {1) Gr loaves }  

6  And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. 

7  Philip answered him, Two hundred {1} shillingsô worth of {2} bread is not sufficient for them, that 

every one may take a little. {1) The word in the Greek denotes a coin worth about eight pence 

halfpenny, or nearly seventeen cents. 2) Gr loaves}  

8  One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peterôs brother, saith unto him, 

9  There is a lad here, who hath five barley loaves, and two fishes: but what are these among so 

many? 

10  Jesus said, Make the people sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat 

down, in number about five thousand. 

11  Jesus therefore took the loaves; and having given thanks, he distributed to them that were set 

down; likewise also of the fishes as much as they would. 

12  And when they were filled, he saith unto his disciples, Gather up the broken pieces which remain 

over, that nothing be lost. 

13  So they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with broken pieces from the five barley 

loaves, which remained over unto them that had eaten. 

14  When therefore the people saw the {1} sign which he did, they said, This is of a truth the prophet 

that cometh into the world. {1) Some ancient authorities read signs }  

15 ¶  Jesus therefore perceiving that they were about to come and take him by force, to make him 

king, withdrew again into the mountain himself alone. 
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4- Feeding the 5,000  vs. 6:1-15 

a- Note the location -- Galilee. 
The only event in John of the central Galilean ministry. 

b- Note the occasion -- Passover season. 

1)  This was the mid-point of His ministry -- April, A.D. 31. 

2)  John the Baptist had just been slain by Herod. 

c-  Jesus had just taught the multitude.  

d- Jesus tested the disciples' faith.  vs. 5-9 

1)  Philip declared the logical impossibility of feeding them. 

2)  Andrew responded by gathering the available food. 

d- Jesus multiplied the loaves and fishes  vs. 10-13 

1) He used what they had  vs. 9 
Dedicated and blessed, it was sufficient. 

2) He worked through the disciples. 
He did only what they couldn't. 

3) He provided generously for all  vs. 12-13 

a) He never provided niggardly. 

b) He commanded that none be wasted Careful stewardship was emphasized. 

e- They sought to make Him King  vs. 14 

1)  The decision was basically selfish and fleshly. 

2)  They sought what He had, not Himself. 

f- Jesus withdrew to the mountain to pray  vs. 15 

1) He always resorted to prayer during great decisions. 

2) He prepared a further test of their desire for Him.  
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John 6 (cont.) 
16  And when evening came, his disciples went down unto the sea; 

17  and they entered into a boat, and were going over the sea unto Capernaum. And it was now dark, 

and Jesus had not yet come to them. 

18  And the sea was rising by reason of a great wind that blew. 

19  When therefore they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they behold Jesus 

walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the boat: and they were afraid. 

20  But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid. 

21  They were willing therefore to receive him into the boat: and straightway the boat was at the land 

whither they were going. 

22 ¶  On the morrow the multitude that stood on the other side of the sea saw that there was no other 

{1} boat there, save one, and that Jesus entered not with his disciples into the boat, but that his 

disciples went away alone {1) Gr little boat}  

23  (howbeit there came {1} boats from Tiberias nigh unto the place where they ate the bread after 

the Lord had given thanks): {1) Gr little boats}  

24  when the multitude therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, they themselves 

got into the {1} boats, and came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. {1) Gr little boats}  

25  And when they found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest 

thou hither? 

26  Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw 

signs, but because ye ate of the loaves, and were filled. 

27  Work not for the food which perisheth, but for the food which abideth unto eternal life, which the 

Son of man shall give unto you: for him the Father, even God, hath sealed. 

28 ¶  They said therefore unto him, What must we do, that we may work the works of God? 

29  Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom {1} he 

hath sent. {1) Or he sent}  

30  They said therefore unto him, What then doest thou for a sign, that we may see, and believe thee? 

what workest thou? 

31  Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, He {1} gave them bread out of 

heaven to eat. {1) Ne 9:15; Ex 16:4, 15; Ps 78:24; 105:40} 

32  Jesus therefore said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, It was not Moses that gave you the 

bread out of heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread out of heaven. 

33  For the bread of God is that which cometh down out of heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 

34  They said therefore unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 

35  Jesus said unto them. I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall not hunger, and he that 

believeth on me shall never thirst. 

36  But I said unto you, that ye have seen me, and yet believe not. 

37  All that which the Father giveth me shall come unto me; and him that cometh to me I will in no 

wise cast out. 

38  For I am come down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 

39  And this is the will of him that sent me, that of all that which he hath given me I should lose 

nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. 

40  For this is the will of my Father, that every one that beholdeth the Son, and believeth on him, 

should have eternal life; and {1} I will raise him up at the last day. {1) Or that I should raise him 

up}  
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5- Walking on the Sea  vs. 6:16-21 

a-  The disciples' plight at Sea  vs. 16-19 
A wind-storm arose in the middle of the sea. 

b-  Jesus arrives on foot to reassure them  vs. 20-21 

1)  John relates only Jesus' miracle, not Peter's faith-feat. 

2)  The miracle was doubtless to reassure them; following His refusal of the Kingship 
offer. 

6- The discourse on The Bread of Life  vs. 22-71 

a- To the multitude  vs. 22-40 

1) Note that this is the same crowd as the previous. 

2) Jesus rebukes their materialistic desires   vs 26-27 

3)  Jesus exhorts them to seek spiritual bread   vs. 27 

4)  Jesus defines the 1st essential work one must do  vs. 28-29 

a) Believing in Christ is doing the work of God. 

b) They use this to demand another sign. 
Can't divorce themselves from their fleshly deSires. 

c) They use Moses' example as a goad to force Him to feed them again by miracle.  vs. 31 

5) Jesus reveals Himself as the true Bread from heaven  vs. 35-36 

a) Bread of Life gives "life" (not just sustenance). 

b) "I Am the Bread of Life" -- 1st "I Am." 

6) Jesus declares the sovereign call of the Father  vs. 37-40 

a)  All that the Father gives will surely. 

b)  None that come will in any case be cast out. 

c) The Father's will is determinative in salvation  vs. 38-39 

(1) He enacts it by men beholding the Son. 

(2) He enacts it through men's faith in the Son. 
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John 6 (cont.) 
41  The Jews therefore murmured concerning him, because he said, I am the bread which came down 

out of heaven. 

42  And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? how doth 

he now say, I am come down out of heaven? 

43  Jesus answered and said unto them, Murmur not among yourselves. 

44  No man can come to me, except the Father that sent me draw him: and I will raise him up in the 

last day. 

45  It is written in the prophets, {1} And they shall all be taught of God. Every one that hath heard 

from the Father, and hath learned, cometh unto me. {1) Isa 54:13; (Jer 31:34?)}  

46  Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he that is from God, he hath seen the Father. 

47  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth hath eternal life. 

48  I am the bread of life. 

49  Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 

50  This is the bread which cometh down out of heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. 

51  I am the living bread which came down out of heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live 

for ever: yea and the bread which I will give is my flesh, for the life of the world. 

52  The Jews therefore strove one with another, saying, How can this man give us his flesh to eat? 

John 6 (cont.) 
53  Jesus therefore said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 

man and drink his blood, ye have not life in yourselves. 

54  He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood hath eternal life: and I will raise him up at the last 

day. 

55  For my flesh is {1} meat indeed, and my blood is {2} drink indeed. {1) Gr true meat 2) Gr true 

drink}   

56  He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood abideth in me, and I in him. 

57  As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father; so he that eateth me, he also shall 

live because of me. 

58  This is the bread which came down out of heaven: not as the fathers ate, and died; he that eateth 

this bread shall live for ever. 

59  These things said he in {1} the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. {1) Or a synagogue}  

60 ¶  Many therefore of his disciples, when the heard this, said, This is a hard saying; who can hear 

{1} it? {1) Or him}  

61  But Jesus knowing in himself that his disciples murmured at this, said unto them, Doth this cause 

you to stumble? 

62  What then if ye should behold the Son of man ascending where he was before? 
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b- His discourse with the Jews  vs. 6:41-59 

1) Their 1st question -- His origin  vs. 41-42 

They misunderstood the virgin birth -- Son of Joseph. 

2) Jesus' reply -- He was sent from the Father  vs. 43-51 

a) The Father's sovereignty again emphasized  vs. 43-46 

(1) Believing is responding to the Father. 

(2) True worshippers of the Father come to Christ. 

b) Yet each individual is responsible to believe  vs. 47-51 

(1) Human responsibility is to believe. 

(2) Sovereignty and free-will interact in the process. 

(3) Believing is eating of Christ  vs. 51, 35-36 

3) Their 2nd question -- How can we eat His flesh?  52)2 

a) They seek a scientific "how." 

b) Their circumlocution demonstrated their lack of trust. 

4) Jesus' reply -- The necessity of partaking of Him  vs. 53-57 

a) He tells them "why" --not "how." 

b) Eternal life depends on partaking of Him. 

c) A  2-fold indwelling results of Christ in the believer and the believer in Christ  vs. 56 

d) Moses manna was only a type of Christ as the true Bread. 

c- His discourse to the disciples  vs. 60-71 

1) The further problem  vs. 60 

Eating His flesh is irrational -- can't understand it. 

2) Jesus' reply  vs. 61-65 

a) All works of the Spirit are unfathomable  vs. 62 
His ascension will also be unbelievable. 

b) The Spirit, however, will give understanding  vs. 63 

c) Faith, not logic, brings understanding here. 

d) Faith is again declared to be a sovereign gift 65). [Eph 2:8-9].  

                                                                 
2
  If they had paid attention He had already answered their current problem in  6:35  And Jesus said unto them, I 

am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never 
thirst. 
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John 6 (cont.) 
66  Upon this many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 

67  Jesus said therefore unto the twelve, Would ye also go away? 

68  Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou {1} hast the words of eternal life. 

{1) Or hast words}  

69  And we have believed and know that thou art the Holy One of God. 

70  Jesus answered them, Did not I choose you the twelve, and one of you is a devil? 

71  Now he spake of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he it was that should {1} betray him, being 

one of the twelve. {1) Or deliver him up}   

John 7 
1 ¶  And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Judaea, because the 

Jews sought to kill him. 

2  Now the feast of the Jews, the feast of tabernacles, was at hand. 

3  His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may 

behold thy works which thou doest. 

4  For no man doeth anything in secret, {1} and himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou doest 

these things, manifest thyself to the world. {1) Some ancient authorities read  and seeketh it to be 

known openly}  

5  For even his brethren did not believe on him. 

6  Jesus therefore saith unto them, My time is not yet come; but your time is always ready. 

7  The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that its works are evil. 

8  Go ye up unto the feast: I go not up {1} unto this feast; because my time is not yet fulfilled. {1) 

Many ancient authorities add yet}  

9  And having said these things unto them, he abode still in Galilee. 

10  But when his brethren were gone up unto the feast, then went he also up, not publicly, but as it 

were in secret. 

11  The Jews therefore sought him at the feast, and said, Where is he? 

12  And there was much murmuring among the multitudes concerning him: some said, He is a good 

man; others said, Not so, but he leadeth the multitude astray. 

13  Yet no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews. 

14 ¶  But when it was now the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught. 

15  The Jews therefore marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, having never learned? 

16  Jesus therefore answered them and said, My teaching is not mine, but his that sent me. 

17  If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of God, or whether I 

speak from myself. 

18  He that speaketh from himself seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh the glory of him that 

sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him. 

19  Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you doeth the law? Why seek ye to kill me? 

20  The multitude answered, Thou hast a demon: who seeketh to kill thee? 

21  Jesus answered and said unto them, I did one work, and ye all marvel because thereof. 

22  Moses hath given you circumcision (not that it is of Moses, but of the fathers); and on the sabbath 

ye circumcise a man. 

23  If a man receiveth circumcision on the sabbath, that the law of Moses may not be broken; are ye 

wroth with me, because I made {1} a man every whit whole on the sabbath? {1) Gr a whole man 

sound}  

24  Judge not according to appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 
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d- The resulting massive desertion  vs.6: 66-67 

1) "Many" defect -- a masterful understatement. 

2) Thus the superficial are sloughed off. 

e- The disciples' declaration of faith  vs. 67-71 

1) They confess His words as having salvation. 

2) They confess His deity. 

3) He notes that even of the Twelve -- one is a "devil." 

04-C-   Jesus' Opposition Crystallizes. (7.ς11.) 
( The period of conflict) 

1- Conflict at the Feast of Tabernacles  (7.) 

a- The unbelief of Jesus' brothers  vs. 1-9 

1) His ministry largely restricted to Galilee. 

2) They challenge Him to openly manifest Himself.  

a) They suggest He bring the issue to a head in Judea.  

b) They themselves did not believe His Messiahship. 

3) Jesus declares His time is not yet come  vs. 6 

a) Not the time to manifest His full glory. 

b) He declared that the world's hatred was evoked because He revealed its evil 
character. 

b- The uncertainty and fear of the people  vs. 10-13 

1) Confused as to Jesus' character. 

2) They feared excommunication by the religious leaders. 

c- Jesus' dialogue with the Jews on their threat to kill Him  vs. 14-24 

1) Jesus claimed the authority of God  vs. 16 
In spite of the fact of having no degrees. 

2)  He stressed the importance of the "will" in learning  vs. 17 

One must bow to God's will. 

Heart-attitude determines head knowledge. 

3) He accused the leaders of contemplated murder, while claiming to keep the law. vs. 19-20) 

4) He accused them of perverted judgment  vs. 23-24 
They allow circumcision on Sabbath, but not healing. 
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John 7 (cont.) 
25  Some therefore of them of Jerusalem said, Is not this he whom they seek to kill? 

26  And lo, he speaketh openly, and they say nothing unto him. Can it be that the rulers indeed know 

that this is the Christ? 

27  Howbeit we know this man whence he is: but when the Christ cometh, no one knoweth whence 

he is. 

28  Jesus therefore cried in the temple, teaching and saying, Ye both know me, and know whence I 

am; and I am not come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not. 

29  I know him; because I am from him, and he sent me. 

30  They sought therefore to take him: and no man laid his hand on him, because his hour was not yet 

come. 

31  But of the multitude many believed on him; and they said, When the Christ shall come, will he do 

more signs than those which this man hath done? 

32  The Pharisees heard the multitude murmuring these things concerning him; and the chief priests 

and the Pharisees sent officers to take him. 

33  Jesus therefore said, Yet a little while am I with you, and I go unto him that sent me. 

34  Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, ye cannot come. 

35  The Jews therefore said among themselves, Whither will this man go that we shall not find him? 

will he go unto the Dispersion {1} among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks? {1) Gr of}  

36  What is this word that he said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me; and where I am, ye 

cannot come? 

37 ¶  Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, 

let him come unto me and drink. 

38  He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, {1} from within him shall flow rivers of living 

water. {1) Gr out of his belly}  

39  But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believed on him were to receive: {1} for the Spirit 

was not yet given; because Jesus was not yet glorified. {1) Some ancient authorities read for the 

Holy Spirit was not yet given}  

40  Some of the multitude therefore, when they heard these words, said, This is of a truth the prophet. 

41  Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, What, doth the Christ come out of Galilee? 

42  {1} Hath not the scripture said that the Christ cometh of the seed of David, and from Bethlehem, 

the village where David was? {1) 2 Sa 7:12 ff; Mic 5:2} 

43  So there arose a division in the multitude because of him. 

44  And some of them would have taken him; but no man laid hands on him. 

45 ¶  The officers therefore came to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they said unto them, Why did 

ye not bring him? 

46  The officers answered, Never man so spake. 

47  The Pharisees therefore answered them, Are ye also led astray? 

48  Hath any of the rulers believed on him, or of the Pharisees? 

49  But this multitude that knoweth not the law are accursed. 

50  Nicodemus saith unto them (he that came to him before, being one of them), 

51  Doth our law judge a man, except it first hear from himself and know what he doeth? 

52  They answered and said unto him, Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and {1} see that out of 

Galilee ariseth no prophet. {1) Or see: for out of Galilee etc}   

53  {1} And they went every man unto his own house: {1) Most of the ancient authorities omit Joh 

7:53-8:11. Those which contain it vary much from each other.}  
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d- The confusion of Jerusalem  vs. 7:25-36 

1) The leaders have failed to arrest Him. 

2) His origin confuses many. They claimed to know His origin. vs. 27-30 
Their crucial failure -- they knew not the Father. 

3) Many of the multitude are convinced. Convinced because of His signs -- a mental 
assent. vs. 31 

Their belief was an uncommitted one. 

4) The leaders resolve to take Him  vs. 32-36 

a) Officers are sent to arrest Him. 

b) Jesus declares His sovereign freedom till God's time. 

e- Jesus' prophecy of the Holy Spirit's coming  vs. 37-52 

1) Note the season and date -- Last day of Feast of Tab. 

2)  Siloam's water -- a symbol of water from the rock. 

3) Believing on Christ to produce living waters of Holy Spirit. To occur after He, the Rock, is 
smitten. 

4) The multitude is again divided  vs. 40-44 

a) Ignorant of His birth in Bethlehem apparently. 

b) Yet Jesus withheld any further explanation recognizing their disposition of unbelief. 

5) The leaders also are divided  vs. 45-52 

a) The arresting officers are spellbound  vs. 46 

b) Nicodemus challenges their subjective judgment  vs. 50-51 

c) They again use His Galilean background as an excuse  vs. 52 
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John 8 
1 ¶  but Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 

2  And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he 

sat down, and taught them. 

3  And the scribes and the Pharisees bring a woman taken in adultery; and having set her in the midst, 

4  they say unto him, Teacher, this woman hath been taken in adultery, in the very act. 

5  {1} Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone such: what then sayest thou of her? {1) Le 

20:10; De 22:22 f} 

6  And this they said, trying him, that they might have whereof to accuse him. But Jesus stooped 

down, and with his finger wrote on the ground. 

7  But when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without 

sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 

8  And again he stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground. 

9  And they, when they heard it, went out one by one, beginning from the eldest, even unto the last: 

and Jesus was left alone, and the woman, where she was, in the midst. 

10  And Jesus lifted up himself, and said unto her, Woman, where are they? did no man condemn 

thee? 

11  And she said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said, Neither do I condemn thee: go thy way; from 

henceforth sin no more. 
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2-  A parenthesis on the adulterous woman  vs. 8:1-11 

a- An "authentic fragment" though not in most ancient manuscripts.  
Remember: Verse Divisions not in the original manuscripts. 

1) Its tone is wholly in keeping with character and ministry of Jesus. 
No portion so graphically portrays the significant contrasts. 

2) It also fits well at this point, content-wise. 

b- The Pharisees bring Jesus a problem of adultery  vs. 3-5 

1) Their purpose was to trap Him. 

2) The problem was one of self-incrimination. 
To condemn her to stoning would oppose Roman rule. 
To release her would be contrary to Moses. 

c- Jesus at first ignored them  vs. 6 
This served to accentuate His coming devastating reply 
This "writing" on the ground proved to be His only literary piece. 

d-  Jesus turned the spotlight on their own sin  vs. 7-11 

1) Note that they brought the woman, but not the man. 

2) He asked the one that was guiltless to commence judgment. 

a) Only the guiltless are qualified to condemn. 

b) He let their consciences hound them. 
Perhaps they were implicated with the woman. 

c) Thus He put them on the judgment seat. 

3) He forgave and challenged the woman  vs. 11 

a) Her penitence allowed interposition of mercy for judgment. 

b) He admonished a new beginning with forgiveness. 
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John 8 (cont.) 
12 ¶  Again therefore Jesus spake unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me 

shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life. 

13  The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest witness of thyself; thy witness is not true. 

14  Jesus answered and said unto them, Even if I bear witness of myself, my witness is true; for I 

know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye know not whence I come, or whither I go. 

15  Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. 

16  Yea and if I judge, my judgment is true; for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. 

17  Yea and in your law it is written, {1} that the witness of two men is true. {1) Compare De 19:15; 

17:6} 

18  I am he that beareth witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witness of me. 

19  They said therefore unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye know neither me, nor my 

Father: if ye knew me, ye would know my Father also. 

20  These words spake he in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man took him; because 

his hour was not yet come. 

21 ¶  He said therefore again unto them, I go away, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sin: 

whither I go, ye cannot come. 

22  The Jews therefore said, Will he kill himself, that he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come? 

23  And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of 

this world. 

24  I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for except ye believe that I am he, ye shall 

die in your sins. 

25  They said therefore unto him, Who art thou? Jesus said unto them, {1} Even that which I have 

also spoken unto you from the beginning. {1) Or Altogether that which I also speak unto you}  

26  I have many things to speak and to judge concerning you: howbeit he that sent me is true; and the 

things which I heard from him, these speak I unto the world. 

27  They perceived not that he spake to them of the Father. 

28  Jesus therefore said, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that {1} I am he, 

and that I do nothing of myself, but as the Father taught me, I speak these things. {1) Or I am he: 

and I do}  

29  And he that sent me is with me; he hath not left me alone; for I do always the things that are 

pleasing to him. 

30  As he spake these things, many believed on him. 

31 ¶  Jesus therefore said to those Jews that had believed him, If ye abide in my word, then are ye 

truly my disciples; 

32  and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
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3- The Discourse on the Light of the World. (Note that this follows from 7:52) vs. 8:12-59 

a-  The occasion -- Last day of Feast of Tabernacles.  
The large candelabra in court of women in temple no longer burned.  
(Commemorated the pillar of fire in the wilderness) 

b-  Jesus' 2nd "I Am" -- The Light of the World.". He is The "pillar of fire." vs. 12 
This light could not, however, be put out (1:5). 

c- Jesus posits His authority in His Word , the Father's  vs. 14-18 

1) The Father had spoken from heaven. 

2) The law required but 2 witnesses. 

d- Jesus claims identification with the Father  vs. 19 

1) Knowing Christ is knowing the Father. 

2) Yet He declared His distinction from the Father in Person. 

3) Again, sovereign restraint delayed His arrest  vs. 20 

e- Jesus declared that without Him they would die in sin  vs. 21-27 

1) The best religion without Christ is futile. 

2) He declares that belief determines destiny. 

f- Jesus identifies Himself as Jehovah  vs. 24-27 

1) He notes the extreme necessity of recognizing Him as Jehovah. 

2) He noted also that He came as a Representative of the Father. 

g- Jesus declares the final proof of His deity as "I Am"  vs. 28 

1)  Again, He stressed the sign of Jonah for the leaders. 

2)  Supernatural signs accompanied the crucifixion. 

h- Jesus instructs His followers on discipleship  vs. 31-32 

1) Abiding gives assurance. 

2) 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ώDǊƪΦ ʴʽ˄˖ˋˁ˖ - ginosko full experiential knowledge] the truth bring 

liberty.  vs. 32 

Note the distinction of simply "knowing" the truth.(oida) 
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John 8 (cont.) 
33  They answered unto him, We are Abrahamôs seed, and have never yet been in bondage to any 

man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 

34  Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Every one that committeth sin is the 

bondservant of sin. 

35  And the bondservant abideth not in the house for ever: the son abideth for ever. 

36  If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 

37  I know that ye are Abrahamôs seed: yet ye seek to kill me, because my word {1} hath not free 

course in you. {1) Or hath no place in you}  

38 ¶  I speak the things which I have seen with {1} my Father: and ye also do the things which ye 

heard from your father. {1) Or the Father: do ye also therefore the things which ye heard from 

the Father}  

39  They answered and said unto him, Our father is Abraham. Jesus saith unto them, If ye {1} were 

Abrahamôs children, {2} ye would do the works of Abraham.  {1) Gr are 2) Some ancient 

authorities read ye do the works of Abraham}  

40  But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I heard from God: this did 

not Abraham. 

41  Ye do the works of your father. They said unto him, We were not born of fornication; we have 

one Father, even God. 

42  Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I came forth and am come 

from God; for neither have I come of myself, but he sent me. 

43  Why do ye not {1} understand my speech? Even because ye cannot hear my word. {1) Or know}  

44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father it is your will to do. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and standeth not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. {1}  

When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father thereof. {1) Or 

When one speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for his father also is a liar.}   

45  But because I say the truth, ye believe me not. 

46 ¶  Which of you convicteth me of sin? If I say truth, why do ye not believe me? 

47  He that is of God heareth the words of God: for this cause ye hear them not, because ye are not of 

God. 

48  The Jews answered and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a 

demon? 

49  Jesus answered, I have not a demon; but I honor my Father, and ye dishonor me. 

50  But I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth. 

51 ¶  Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my word, he shall never see death. 

52  The Jews said unto him, Now we know that thou hast a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets; 

and thou sayest, If a man keep my word, he shall never taste of death. 

53  Art thou greater than our father Abraham, who died? and the prophets died: whom makest thou 

thyself? 

54  Jesus answered, If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing: it is my Father that glorifieth me; of 

whom ye say, that he is your God; 

55  and ye have not known him: but I know him; and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be like 

unto you, a liar: but I know him, and keep his word. 

56  Your father Abraham rejoiced {1} to see my day; and he saw it, and was glad. {1) Or that he 

should see}  

57  The Jews therefore said unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 

58  Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was born, I am. 

59  They took up stones therefore to cast at him: but Jesus {1} hid himself, and went out of the 

temple. {2} {1) Or was hidden, and went etc 2) Many ancient authorities add and going through 

the midst of them went his way and so passed by}  
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i- Jesus expounds on true discipleship  vs. 8:33-36 

1) Sonship is not gained by racial ties  vs. 33-35 

a) Committing sin makes one a slave to it. 

b) It is possible to be in one's house, and yet a slave. 

2) Jesus alone can give the freedom of sonship.  vs. 36 

(This Paul expounds in Gal. 3-5) 

j- Jesus reveals the Pharisees' true identity  vs. 37-47 

1) He denies their spiritual descendance from Abraham  vs. 39 

2) Their works show they are not of God  vs. 39-40 

It is impossible to hate Christ and love God. 

3) He identifies them as children of the devil  vs. 44 

4) He showed their murderous character  vs. 44 

The character of their father the devil was showing. 

k- Jesus claims sinlessness for Himself  vs. 46-47 

1) He here challenged the "experts" to detect one flaw in Him. 

2) Their failure to respond to Christ identified them as being "not of God." 

1- They again accuse Him of demon-possession  vs. 48-52 

1) He is a "Samaritan," they charge. Perhaps an implication of an illegitimate birth. 

2) Jesus left His defense to the Father  vs. 50 
He sought not His only glory or revenge. 

3) Their material minds misunderstood His concept of "death." 

m- Jesus claims eternal existence  vs. 53-58 

1) He antedated Abraham as the "I Am." 

2) Abraham's greatest longing was to see Christ's day. Christ was Abraham's "greater Son." 

n- The Pharisees' respond by a stoning attempt  vs. 59 
This fulfilled prophecy of enmity between seed of Satan E woman. 
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John 9 
1 ¶  And as he passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. 

2  And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this man, or his parents, that he should be 

born blind? 

3  Jesus answered, Neither did this man sin, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be 

made manifest in him. 

4  We must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can 

work. 

5  When I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 

6  When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, {1} and anointed his 

eyes with the clay, {1) Or and with the clay thereof anointed his  eyes}  

7  and said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam (which is by interpretation, Sent). He went 

away therefore, and washed, and came seeing. 

8 ¶  The neighbors therefore, and they that saw him aforetime, that he was a beggar, said, Is not this 

he that sat and begged? 

9  Others said, It is he: others said, No, but he is like him. He said, I am he. 

10  They said therefore unto him, How then were thine eyes opened? 

11  He answered, The man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, 

Go to Siloam, and wash: so I went away and washed, and I received sight. 

12  And they said unto him, Where is he? He saith, I know not. 

13 ¶  They bring to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind. 

14  Now it was the sabbath on the day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes. 

15  Again therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he received his sight. And he said unto them, 

He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and I see. 

16  Some therefore of the Pharisees said, This man is not from God, because he keepeth not the 

sabbath. But others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such signs? And there was a division 

among them. 

17  They say therefore unto the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, in that he opened thine 

eyes? And he said, He is a prophet. 

18  The Jews therefore did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and had received his 

sight, until they called the parents of him that had received his sight, 
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4- Healing the blind and the resulting conflict  (9.) 
(At the Feast of Dedication, December 25, A.D. 31) 

a- The miracle of healing the blind  vs. 1-7 

1) The disciples' erroneous conception concerning sickness  vs.  2 

a) They had a Pharisaic conception. 

b) Note the suggestion of a kind of pre-existence. 

2) His sickness for the glory of God  vs. 3-4 
He notes the all-importance of the work of God. 

3) Jesus' mission to give "light."' (5) He uses the healing to illustrate His mission. 

4) Jesus healed by the use of means plus faith  vs. 6-7 

a) He anointed his eyes with clay. 

b) He required obedience for healing. 

b- The amazement of his neighbors  vs. 8-12 

1) They question his identity. 

2) They question the scientific "how." 

3) He answers as to the "Who." Note that faith concerns "Who," not "How." 

c- The 1st interrogation by the Pharisees  vs. 13-23 

1) The neighbors check with the religious leaders. 

2) The leaders also seek the "How." 

3) Note their major logical premise: He failed to fit their traditional scheme --broke 

Sabbath. 
The end result (healing) did not "justify the means." 

4) Note the 1st testimony of the blind. "He is a Prophet." 
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John 9 (cont.) 
19  and asked them, saying, Is this your son, who ye say was born blind? How then doth he now see? 

20  His parents answered and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind: 

21  but how he now seeth, we know not; or who opened his eyes, we know not: ask him; he is of age; 

he shall speak for himself. 

22  These things said his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that 

if any man should confess him to be Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. 

23  Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask him. 

24  So they called a second time the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give glory to God: we 

know that this man is a sinner. 

25  He therefore answered, Whether he is a sinner, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was 

blind, now I see. 

26  They said therefore unto him, What did he to thee? How opened he thine eyes? 

27  He answered them, I told you even now, and ye did not hear; wherefore would ye hear it again? 

would ye also become his disciples? 

28  And they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are disciples of Moses. 

29  We know that God hath spoken unto Moses: but as for this man, we know not whence he is. 

30  The man answered and said unto them, Why, herein is the marvel, that ye know not whence he is, 

and yet he opened mine eyes. 

31  We know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and do his will, 

him he heareth. 

32  Since the world began it was never heard that any one opened the eyes of a man born blind. 

33  If this man were not from God, he could do nothing. 

34  They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And 

they cast him out. 

35 ¶  Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and finding him, he said, Dost thou believe on {1} the 

Son of God? {1) Many ancient authorities read the Son of Man}   

36  He answered and said, And who is he, Lord, that I may believe on him? 

37  Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and he it is that speaketh with thee. 

38  And he said, Lord, I believe. And he {1} worshipped him. {1) The Greek word denotes an act of 

reverence, whether paid to a creature (as here) or to the Creator (see Joh 4:20)}  

39 ¶  And Jesus said, For judgment came I into this world, that they that see not may see; and that 

they that see may become blind. 

40  Those of the Pharisees who were with him heard these things, and said unto him, Are we also 

blind? 

41  Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye would have no sin: but now ye say, We see: your sin 

remaineth. 
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5) The testimony of the parents  vs. 19-20 

a) He was blind -- he now sees. 

b) They are otherwise non-committal. 

6) The threat of excommunication is noted  vs. 22 

a) An awesome power of the leaders over the people. 

b) The issue was a system against a Person. Confession of Christ meant renouncing Judaic 
ties. 

d- The 2nd interrogation by the Pharisees  vs. 24-34 

1) Their charge -- "He is a sinner." 

2) The blind man's personal testimony  vs. 25 
Accepted the fact of the healing. 
He refused to explain it away. 

3) They goad him to renounce Christ. 
Claim allegiance to Moses. 

4) The blind man chides the leaders for stupidity  vs. 30-33 

a) Note his eloquent defense. 

b) He cites Jesus' works as evidence as to His origin. 

5) The blind is excommunicated  vs. 34 

a) They charge he was born in sin -- because blind. 

b) He is cast out of their "covenant system." 

e- Jesus gives the blind man spiritual sight  vs. 35-41 

1) He sought out the outcast  vs. 35-37 

a) He now identified Himself as Son of God. 

b) He led him to personal salvation. 

2) The blind man responded positively -- "Lord, I believe." 

3) Jesus declared His mission as Light in the world  vs. 39 

a) To give light to those that see not. 

b) To give blindness to those that see and fail to respond.  

4) The PhariǎŜŜǎΩ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ όŀ ǘǊŀǇύΣ  vs. 40-41 

a) Are we also blind? 

b) .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ άǿŜ ǎŜŜέΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎΦ ώwŜŦ wƻ мΥмф-20, 
2:12ff].  
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John 10 
1 ¶  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the fold of the sheep, but 

climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 

2  But he that entereth in by the door is {1} the shepherd of the sheep. {1) Or a shepherd}  

3  To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, 

and leadeth them out. 

4  When he hath put forth all his own, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know 

his voice. 

5  And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of 

strangers. 

6  This {1} parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he 

spake unto them. {1) Or proverb}  

7  Jesus therefore said unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 

8  All that came {1} before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. {1) Some 

ancient authorities omit before me}  

9  I am the door; by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and go out, and shall 

find pasture. 

10  The thief cometh not, but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I came that they may have life, 

and may {1} have it abundantly. {1) Or have abundance }  

11  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd layeth down his life for the sheep. 

12  He that is a hireling, and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, beholdeth the wolf 

coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf snatcheth them, and scattereth them: 

13  he fleeth because he is a hireling, and careth not for the sheep. 

14  I am the good shepherd; and I know mine own, and mine own know me, 

15  even as the Father knoweth me, and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

16  And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must {1} bring, and they shall hear 

my voice: and {2} they shall become one flock, one shepherd. {1) Or lead 2) Or there shall be 

one flock}  

17  Therefore doth the Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I may take it again. 

18  No one {1} taketh it away from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have {2} power to lay it down, 

and I have {2} power to take it again. This commandment received I from my Father. {1) Some 

ancient authorities read took it away 2) Or right}  
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5- The Discourse on The Good Shepherd  (10.) 

a- The parable of The Shepherd and The Sheep  vs. 1-6 

1) True and false shepherds are contrasted  vs. 1-2 

a) Contrasted by the way they enter. 

b) He implies a plot where false shepherds have deceptively taken over a flock 
of sheep. 

2) The work of the true shepherd is noted  vs. 3-4 

a) He calls and unites His true sheep. 

b) He leads them and thrusts them out. 

c) In thrusting them out, He goes before. 

3) The response of true sheep. 

They know his voice and follow him. 

b- The parable explained  vs. 7-18 

1) "I am the door"   (3rd I Am)  vs. 7-10 

(He uses the symbol in 2 representations) 

a)  His coming to Israel through the proper "door."  

That is, according to prophecy. 

b) He became the "door" of salvation and life  vs. 9-10 

Entrance to life and abundance. 

2) "I Am the Good Shepherd"   (4th άL !Ƴέύ  vs. 11-18 

a) As a door gives  entrance, a shepherd gives  guidance. 

b) He will give His life for the sheep. 
Expresses His great concern for their protection. 

c) He will gather His own sheep. A mutual response will be evident. vs. 14-15 

d) He will also bring other sheep  vs. 16 

(1) Others not of this fold (enclosure --DǊƪΦ ˍ  ʰ ˂  ˍʰˏˍʹ Υ ŀǳƭŜǎύ 

e) IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊƳ ƻƴŜ ǎƘŜŜǇƘƻƭŘ ό˃ʽʰ ˉˇʽ˃˄ʹύ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭƭ ϦǎƘŜŜǇΦϦ3 

f) He is really shepherding for the Father  vs. 17-18 

(1) For this the Father loves Him. 

(2) The Father commanded this shepherding work. 

                                                                 
3
  A.T.Robertson WP in The Greek N.T., reads: And they shall become one flock, one sƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ όˁʰʽ ʴʶ˄ʹˋˇ˄ˍʰʽ 
˃ʽʰ ˉˇʽ˃˄ʹΣ ʶʽˌ ˉˇʽ˃ʹ˄ύΦ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ʴʽ˄ˇ˃ʰʽΣ ǇƭǳǊŀƭΣ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƴƎǳƭŀǊ ʴʶ˄ʹˋʶˍʰʽ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ a{{Φ ƘŀǾŜ 
it. All (Jews and Gentiles) will form one flock under one Shepherd. Note the distinction here by Jesus between 
ˉˇʽ˃˄ʹ όƻƭŘ ǿƻǊŘΣ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ˉˇʽ˃ʶ˄ʹ ŦǊƻƳ ˉˇʽ˃ʹ˄Σ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘύΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ Іaǘ нсΥомΣ ŀƴŘ ʰˎ˂ʹ όŦƻƭŘύ Ƨǳǎǘ 
before. There may be many folds of the one flock. Jerome in his Vulgate confused this distinction, but he is 
ǿǊƻƴƎΦ Iƛǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǾƛƭŜ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ʰˎ˂ʹ ŀƴŘ ˉˇ˃˄ʽˇ˄ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ wƻƳŀƴ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴǎΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ 
ϦŦƭƻŎƪϦ όˉˇʽ˃˄ʹύ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ όʲʰˋʽ˂ʶʽʰύ ƛƴ Іaǘ уΥмм ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
kingdom come from all climes and nations. See also the various metaphors in #Eph 2:1-22 for this same idea. 
There is only the one Great Shepherd of the sheep (#Heb 13:20), Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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John 10 (cont.) 
19 ¶  There arose a division again among the Jews because of these words. 

20  And many of them said, He hath a demon, and is mad; why hear ye him? 

21  Others said, These are not the sayings of one possessed with a demon. Can a demon open the 

eyes of the blind? 

22 ¶  {1} And it was the feast of the dedication at Jerusalem: {1) Some ancient authorities read At 

that time was the feast}  

23  it was winter; and Jesus was walking in the temple in Solomonôs {1} porch. {1) Or portico}  

24  The Jews therefore came round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou hold us in 

suspense? If thou art the Christ, tell us plainly. 

25  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believe not: the works that I do in my Fatherôs name, 

these bear witness of me. 

26  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep. 

27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

28  and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of 

my hand. 

29  {1} My Father, who hath given them unto me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch {2} 

them out of the Fatherôs hand. {1) Some ancient authorities read That which my Father hath 

given unto me 2) Or, aught} 

30  I and the Father are one. 

31  The Jews took up stones again to stone him. 

32  Jesus answered them, Many good works have I showed you from the Father; for which of those 

works do ye stone me? 

33  The Jews answered him, For a good work we stone thee not, but for blasphemy; and because that 

thou, being a man, makest thyself God. 

34  Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, {1} I said, ye are gods? {1) Ps 82:6} 

35  If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came (and the scripture cannot be broken), 

36  say ye of him, whom the Father {1} sanctified and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; 

because I said, I am the Son of God? {1) Or consecrated}  

37  If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. 

38  But if I do them, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know and understand 

that the Father is in me, and I in the Father. 

39 ¶  They sought again to take him: and he went forth out of their hand. 

40  And he went away again beyond the Jordan into the place where John was at the first baptizing; 

and there he abode. 

41  And many came unto him; and they said, John indeed did no sign: but all things whatsoever John 

spake of this man were true. 

42  And many believed on him there. 
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c- The crowds twofold reaction  vs. 10:19-21 

1) His words confused some. 

2) His works confirmed others. 

d- The discourse continued in Solomon's porch  vs. 22-39 

1) The Jews again question His Messiahship  vs. 24 

2) Jesus simply points to His works  vs. 25-30 

3) Jesus declares the security of His sheep  vs. 26-29 

a) He attributes their unbelief to fact that they were not His sheep  vs. 26 
"Sheep" were the genuine seekers of God and His Messiah. 

b) Their security rests with Christ and the Father.  
They are in both the hands of Christ & the Father. 

4) Jesus again asserts His oneness with the Father  vs. 30-39 

a) His claim is taken as blasphemy. 
For this reason they seek to stone Him. 

b) He argues from the lower "godhood" of man  vs. 34-36 

(1) The Psalmist refers to men as "gods." (Ps. 82). 

(2) How much more is Messiah God. 

c) He again appeals to His works to evoke faith in His Person.  
These were calculated to give understanding. 

e- Jesus retires to Perea  vs. 40-42 
He here reaped the sowing of John the Baptist. 
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John 11 
1 ¶  Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

2  And it was that Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, 

whose brother Lazarus was sick. 

3  The sisters therefore sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. 

4  But when Jesus heard it, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the 

Son of God may be glorified thereby. 

5  Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 

6  When therefore he heard that he was sick, he abode at that time two days in the place where he 

was. 

7  Then after this he saith to the disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. 

8  The disciples say unto him, Rabbi, the Jews were but now seeking to stone thee; and goest thou 

thither again? 

9  Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If a man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, 

because he seeth the light of this world. 

10  But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because the light is not in him. 

11  These things spake he: and after this he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus is fallen asleep; but I 

go, that I may awake him out of sleep. 

12  The disciples therefore said unto him, Lord, if he is fallen asleep, he will {1} recover. {1) Gr be 

saved}  

13  Now Jesus had spoken of his death: but they thought that he spake of taking rest in sleep. 

14  Then Jesus therefore said unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 

15  And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us 

go unto him. 

16  Thomas therefore, who is called {1} Didymus, said unto his fellow-disciples, Let us also go, that 

we may die with him. {1) That is Twin}  

17 ¶  So when Jesus came, he found that he had been in the tomb four days already. 

18  Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off; 

19  and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary, to console them concerning their brother. 

20  Martha therefore, when she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary still sat in 

the house. 

21  Martha therefore said unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 

22  And even now I know that, whatsoever thou shalt ask of God, God will give thee. 

23  Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 

24  Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 

25  Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth on me, though he die, yet 

shall he live; 

26  and whosoever liveth and believeth on me shall never die. Believest thou this? 

27  She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I have believed that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, even he 

that cometh into the world. 



By Dr. Stanley A. Ellisen THE GOSPEL OF JOHN Bible Outline Series 

59 

6- The raising of Lazarus  vs. 11:1-46 

(He gives a final testimony to Jerusalem) 

a- The sisters request Jesus presence  vs. 1-4 

1) This occurred perhaps 3 months before the final Passover. 

2) This sickness was again for the glory of God  vs. 4 

3) The sisters pled His love for Lazarus  vs. 3 

b- Jesus intentionally delayed in Perea  vs. 5-16 

1) He delayed 2 da s before departing.  
He was never a picture of haste. 
Like His Father, He is always on time. 

2) He calmly explained His plan to the disciples  vs. 8-16 

a) They contest the wisdom of the trip.  vs. 8 

b) He shows the fearlessness of walking in the light.  vs. 9-10 

There is no real fear for those that walk in the light. 

c) He announces that Lazarus is now dead.  vs. 11-15 

He notes his body is "sleeping." 

d) Thomas responds with courage to follow Jesus'. He had courage, but did he 

have faith? vs. 16 

c- Jesus' conversation with Martha  vs. 17-27 

1) Lazarus is found to be 4 days dead- 

His body was already corrupting in the tomb. Martha expressed regret that 

Jesus was "too late." 

2) Martha expressed faith in God's power to resurrect  vs. 22 

She failed to discern Christ's equality with the Father. 

3) Jesus pointed her to His own divine power.    [15th I Am] vs. 25 

a) He claimed to be The Resurrection and Life itself. 
(Grk. ʁ ʴ˖ ʶʽ˃ʽ ́  ʰ˄ʰˋˍʰˋʽˌ ˁʰʽ ʹ ʸ˖ʹΥ ŜƎǿ ŜƛƳƛΥ L !ƳΦ {ŜŜ 9Ȅ оΥмп-LXX) 

b) He will give physical resurrection at the "last day." 

c) He also gives spiritual life now that cannot die. 

4) Martha declared her faith in Christ as God  vs. 27 

Thus, He strengthened her faith in Him personally. 
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John 11 (cont.) 
28  And when she had said this, she went away, and called Mary {1} her sister secretly, saying, The 

Teacher is here, and calleth thee. {1) Or her sister, saying secretly }  

29  And she, when she heard it, arose quickly, and went unto him. 

30  (Now Jesus was not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha met him.) 

31  The Jews then who were with her in the house, and were consoling her, when they saw Mary, that 

she rose up quickly and went out, followed her, supposing that she was going unto the tomb to 

{1}  weep there. {1) Gr wail}  

32  Mary therefore, when she came where Jesus was, and saw him, fell down at his feet, saying unto 

him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 

33 ¶  When Jesus therefore saw her {1} weeping, and the Jews also {1} weeping who came with her, 

he {2} groaned in the spirit, and {3} was troubled, {1) Gr wailing 2) Or was moved with 

indignation in the spirit 3) Gr troubled himself}  

34  and said, Where have ye laid him? They say unto him, Lord, come and see. 

35  Jesus wept. 

36  The Jews therefore said, Behold how he loved him! 

37  But some of them said, Could not this man, who opened the eyes of him that was blind, have 

caused that this man also should not die? 

38  Jesus therefore again {1} groaning in himself cometh to the tomb. Now it was a cave, and a stone 

lay {2} against it. {1) Or being moved with indignation in himself 2) Or upon}  

39  Jesus saith, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, 

by this time {1} the body decayeth; for he hath been dead four days.  {1) Gr he stinketh}  

40  Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou believedst, thou shouldest see the glory of 

God? 

41  So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou 

heardest me. 

42  And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the multitude that standeth around I said 

it, that they may believe that thou didst send me. 

43  And when he had thus spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

44  He that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with {1} grave-clothes; and his face was 

bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. {1) Or grave-

bands}  

45 ¶  Many therefore of the Jews, who came to Mary and beheld {1} that which he did, believed on 

him. {1) Many ancient authorities read the things which he did}   

46  But some of them went away to the Pharisees, and told them the things which Jesus had done. 
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d-  Jesus' conversation with Mary  vs. 11:28-32 

1) Mary came worshipping  vs. 32 

2) Mary, however, voiced the same regret as Martha.  vs. 32 

She saw death as an ultimate victor for this life. 

e- Jesus expresses compassion for the grieving  vs. 33-38 

1) Judaism could only commiserate  vs. 33 

2) Jesus groaned with indignation at the grave.  vs. 33, 38 

As a champion prepares for battle -- Calvin. 

3) Jesus wept with the weeping  vs. 35 
Though He was sovereign, He wept. 
Though He knew He would raise Lazarus, He wept. 

e- The resurrection Miracle  vs. 39-44 

1) Jesus commands faith and obedience  vs. 39-40 

a)  Commands the stone to be removed. 

b)  He commands faith as the means. 

2) Jesus prays to the Father  vs. 41-42 
Note the purpose of His prayer -- for the multitude. 

3) Jesus comands Lazarus to come forth  vs. 43 

a) His command was the shout of a Conqueror. 

b) He came forth bound. 

4) Jesus commands them to loose Lazarus  vs. 44 
He gave both life and freedom. 

f- Note the dual response from the Jews.  vs. 45-46 

1) Many believed. 
2) Others went to check with the Pharisees.  
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John 11 (cont.) 
47  The chief priests therefore and the Pharisees gathered a council, and said, What do we? for this 

man doeth many signs. 

48  If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans will come and take away 

both our place and our nation. 

49  But a certain one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said unto them, Ye know nothing 

at all, 

50  nor do ye take account that it is expedient for you that one man should die for the people, and that 

the whole nation perish not. 

51  Now this he said not of himself: but, being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should 

die for the nation; 

52  and not for the nation only, but that he might also gather together into one the children of God 

that are scattered abroad. 

53  So from that day forth they took counsel that they might put him to death. 

54  Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews, but departed thence into the country near 

to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim; and there he tarried with the disciples. 

55  Now the passover of the Jews was at hand: and many went up to Jerusalem out of the country 

before the passover, to purify themselves. 

56  They sought therefore for Jesus, and spake one with another, as they stood in the temple, What 

think ye? That he will not come to the feast? 

57  Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given commandment, that, if any man knew where he 

was, he should show it, that they might take him. 
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04-D-   His Point of Crisis.  (11:47.- 12:50.) 

1- The verdict of the Sanhedrin  vs. 47-57 

a- Their dilemma  vs. 47-48 

1) They fear a popular landslide in favor of Jesus. 

2) They suggest Rome will intervene in a popular uprising. 

b- The high priest's declaration  vs. 49-50 

1) It is better for one to die than for the whole nation to be destroyed. 

2) This excuse served to justify their evil intentions. 

c- John's editorial comment on the high priest's pronouncement  vs. 51-52 

d- The death decision is finalized  vs. 53 
The action 1st contemplated 2 ½  years earlier. (Mark 3:6). 

e- Jesus retires to Ephraim with His disciples  vs. 54 
Here He remained about 3 months. 

f- The final Passover is anticipated  vs. 55-57 

1) People gathered early to purify themselves for Passover. 

2) With a "price on His head," tension mounted in Jerusalem.  
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John 12 
1 ¶  Jesus therefore six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus 

raised from the dead. 

2  So they made him a supper there: and Martha served; but Lazarus was one of them that {1} sat at 

meat with him. {1) Gr reclined}  

3  Mary therefore took a pound of ointment of {1} pure nard, very precious, and anointed the feet of 

Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odor of the ointment. 

{1) Or liquid nard}  

4  But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples, that should {1} betray him, saith, {1) Or deliver him up}  

5  Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred {1} shillings, and given to the poor? {1) See 

marginal note on Joh 6:7} 

6  Now this he said, not because he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and having the {1} 

bag {2} took away what was put therein. {1) Or box 2) Or carried what was put therein}  

7  Jesus therefore said, {1} Suffer her to keep it against the day of my burying. {1) Or Let her alone: 

it was that she might keep it}   

8  For the poor ye have always with you; but me ye have not always. 

9  The common people therefore of the Jews learned that he was there: and they came, not for Jesusô 

sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead. 

10  But the chief priests took counsel that they might put Lazarus also to death; 

11  because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus. 

12 ¶  On the morrow {1} a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was 

coming to Jerusalem, {1) Some ancient authorities read the common people ; See verse 9} 

13  took the branches of the palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried out, Hosanna: Blessed 

is he that cometh in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel. 

14  And Jesus, having found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, 

15  {1} Fear not, daughter of Zion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an assôs colt. {1) Zec 9:9} 

16  These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, then 

remembered they that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things unto 

him. 

17  The multitude therefore that was with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb, and raised 

him from the dead, bare witness. 

18  For this cause also the multitude went and met him, for that they heard that he had done this sign. 

19  The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, {1} Behold how ye prevail nothing: lo, the world 

is gone after him. {1) Or Ye behold}  
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2- The anointing by Mary at Bethany  vs. 12:1-11 

a- The supper on Saturday evening  vs. 1-2 
Dated as 6 days before Passover. 

b- Mary anoints Jesus feet  vs. 3 

1) Anointing was for a special work.  
She used extremely precious ointment. 

2) Wiping with her hair suggests her very personal affection. 

c- Judas registers a complaint of waste  vs. 4-6 

1) Here he was a spokesman for the group.  
Did they resent a woman usurping His attention? 

2) He had a sudden great concern for the poor. 

d- Jesus appraises and commends her act  vs. 7-8 

1) He interpreted the act as an anointing for His burial. 

2) He suggested attention be given to the poor also. 

e- The Jews now seek the life of Lazarus  vs. 9-11 
They do not believe though one be raised from the dead.  
They seek to cover up the evidence. 

3- The Triumphal Entry  vs. 12-19 

a- Note the occasion -- Sunday before Passover. 

1) A fulfillment of Zech. 9:9. 

2) A fulfillment also of Daniel 9:25. 

b- The multitude acclaim Him as. King  vs. 12-18 

1) They seem to believe they are fulfilling Zech. 9:9. 

2) The story of the colt of an ass is briefly stated here. 

3) The disciples fail to discern the significance of the event.  
They realized it after the resurrection  vs. 16 

4) It was especially promoted by those that saw the sign of Lazarus being raised. 

c- The twofold response again noted  vs. 19 

1) Some believed 

2) The Pharisees further plot. 
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John 12 (cont.) 
20 ¶  Now there were certain Greeks among those that went up to worship at the feast: 

21  these therefore came to Philip, who was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, Sir, we 

would see Jesus. 

22  Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: Andrew cometh, and Philip, and they tell Jesus. 

23  And Jesus answereth them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified. 

24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, it abideth by 

itself alone; but if it die, it beareth much fruit. 

25  He that loveth his {1} life loseth it; and he that hateth his {1} life in this world shall keep it unto 

{2} life eternal.  {1) 2) life in these places represents two different Greek words} 

26  If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any 

man serve me, him will the Father honor. 

27 ¶  Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this {1} hour. But for this 

cause came I unto this hour. {1) Or hour?}  

28  Father, glorify thy name. There came therefore a voice out of heaven, saying, I have both 

glorified it, and will glorify it again. 

29  The multitude therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it had thundered: others said, An 

angel hath spoken to him. 

30  Jesus answered and said, This voice hath not come for my sake, but for your sakes. 

31  Now is {1} the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. {1) Or a 

judgment}  

32  And I, if I be lifted up {1} from the earth, will draw all men unto myself. {1) Or out of}  

33  But this he said, signifying by what manner of death he should die. 

34  The multitude therefore answered him, We have heard out of the law that the Christ abideth for 

ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man? 

35  Jesus therefore said unto them, Yet a little while is the light {1} among you. Walk while ye have 

the light, that darkness overtake you not: and he that walketh in the darkness knoweth not whither 

he goeth. {1) Or in}  

36  While ye have the light, believe on the light, that ye may become sons of light. These things 

spake Jesus, and he departed and {1} hid himself from them. {1) Or was hidden from them}  
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4- The Greeks seek Jesus  vs. 20-21 
These were evidently proselytes to Judaism. 
Note that Jesus seems to give them no reply -- But a further discourse. 

5-  Jesus' discourse on the necessity of His death  vs. 23-26 

a- His hour of glory had come  vs. 23 
The Cross was to become a thing of glory also. 

b- His death was to become a means of life for all  vs. 24-26 

1) He expressed the principle of life out of death. 

2) Even God had to die to reproduce. 

3) He further applied the principle to the disciples. 

c- He expresses His resolve unto death  vs. 27-28 

1) He renounces any shrinking from the hour of trial. 

2) He declares His life purpose to be now fulfilled. 

d- The Father expresses His good pleasure in Christ  vs. 28-30 

1) This the Father's 3rd audible expression concerning Christ. 

2) It was given for the benefit of the people. 

e- Jesus asserts what the results of His death would be  vs. 31-33 

1) Judgment of the world -- all its sin. 

2) Satan to be cast out -- his potential destruction. 

3) Jesus to draw all men -- all classes of men. 

f- The people are confused at the idea of Messiah dying  vs. 34 

1) Messiah was to continue forever (Isa. 9:7; Ps. 110:4). 

2) Jesus reply -- (Ignored the question) -- Responding to the light makes one a son of 
light. 

g- Jesus declares their primary responsibility  vs. 35-36 

Respond to the light and you will receive further light. 
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John 12 (cont.) 
37 ¶  But though he had done so many signs before them, yet they believed not on him: 

38  that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, {1} Lord, who hath 

believed our report? And to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? {1) Isa 53:1} 

39  For this cause they could not believe, for that Isaiah said again, 

40  {1} He hath blinded their eyes, and he hardened their heart; Lest they should see with their eyes, 

and perceive with their heart, And should turn, And I should heal them. {1) Isa 6:10} 

41  These things said Isaiah, because he saw his glory; and he spake of him. 

42 ¶  Nevertheless even of the rulers many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not 

confess {1} it, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: {1) Or, him} 

43  for they loved the glory that is of men more than the glory that is of God. 

44 ¶  And Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent 

me. 

45  And he that beholdeth me beholdeth him that sent me. 

46  I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me may not abide in the darkness. 

47  And if any man hear my sayings, and keep them not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the 

world, but to save the world. 

48  He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I 

spake, the same shall judge him in the last day. 

49  For I spake not from myself; but the Father that sent me, he hath given me a commandment, what 

I should say, and what I should speak. 

50  And I know that his commandment is life eternal: the things therefore which I speak, even as the 

Father hath said unto me, so I speak. 
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6- John's editorial on the consequence of unbelief  vs. 12:37-50 

a- The blindness of Israel declared  vs. 37-38 
His greatest signs failed to alert them -- even a resurrection. 

b- The blindness of Israel prophesied  vs. 38-41 

1) Their blindness was in keeping with their long history of unbelief and blindness. 

2) Their blindness was the result of rejection (Note Heb. idiom attributes all events 
ultimately to God) 

3) Note :that Isaiah is confirmed as author of all Isaiah. 

c- The superficial faith of many leaders is noted  vs. 42-43 

1) Many rulers did believe Jesus was Messiah. 

2) This belief, however, was an uncommitted faith. No act of the will was involved. 
They were more concerned for their personal ambitions. 

d- Jesus emphasizes the serious nature of unbelief  vs. 44-50 

1) He stressed the final crucial issue -- Believing on Christ. 

a) Rejecting Christ is rejecting the Father. 

b) Rejecting Christ is choosing eternal darkness  vs. 46 

2) He emphasized His present ministry of mercy  vs. 47-48 
His judgment ministry is reserved for later. 
His ministry today is one of salvation. 

3) He noted His commission from the Father  vs. 49-50 
He spoke only as directed by the Father. 
The Father's command was to offer eternal life. 
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John 13 
1 ¶  Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus knowing that his hour was come that he should 

depart out of this world unto his Father, having loved his own that were in the world, he loved 

them {1}  unto the end. {1) Or to the uttermost}  

2  And during supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simonôs son, to 

{1} betray him, {1) Or deliver him up}   

3  Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all the things into his hands, and that he came forth from 

God, and goeth unto God, 

4  riseth from supper, and layeth aside his garments; and he took a towel, and girded himself. 

5  Then he poureth water into the basin, and began to wash the disciplesô feet, and to wipe them with 

the towel wherewith he was girded. 

6  So he cometh to Simon Peter. He saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 

7  Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt understand 

hereafter. 

8  Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou 

hast no part with me. 

9  Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. 

10  Jesus saith to him, He that is bathed needeth not {1} save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: 

and ye are clean, but not all. {1) Some ancient authorities omit save , and his feet}  

11  For he knew him that should {1} betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. {1) Or deliver 

him up}  

12  So when he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, and {1} sat down again, he said unto 

them, Know ye what I have done to you? {1) Gr reclined}   

13  Ye call me, Teacher, and, Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 

14  If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one anotherôs 

feet. 

15  For I have given you an example, that ye also should do as I have done to you. 

16  Verily, verily, I say unto you, A {1} servant is not greater than his lord; neither {2} one that is 

sent greater than he that sent him. {1) Gr  bondservant 2) Gr an apostle}  

17  If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them. 
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04-III.   MANIFESTATION TO HIS OWN.  (13.-17.) 

04-A-   The Passover Supper and Subsequent Acts.  vs. 13:1-30 

1- The feet-washing by Jesus  vs. 1-17 

a- The significance of that night  vs. 1-3 

1) Jesus hour of departure had now come  vs. 1 

2) Jesus' infinite love is note  vs. 1 
To the Cross His love never faltered. 

3) Jesus' commission from the Father is noted  vs. 3 

4) The devil's part in possessing Judas is noted  vs. 2 

b- The occasion precipitating the feet-washing.  

1) The Last Supper had ended. 

2) The disciples were still seeking greatness. 

c- Jesus proceeded to wash their feet  vs. 4-5 

1) He Himself made all the preparations. 

2) In this He exemplified true greatness. 

d- The dialogue with Peter  vs. 6-11 

1) Peter's protest -- evidently the 1st to object.  vs. 6 

2) Jesus explains its necessity  vs. 7-8 

a) Symbolized the need for daily cleansing. 

b) Symbolized the need for fellowship with Christ. 

3) Peter requests a Thorough washing.  vs. 9 

A ˄ ʽˉˍ˖Σ ƴƛǇǘƻΥ ǘƻ ǿŀǎƘ όŜǎǇŜŎΦ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜǘύΦ !ƴŘ He sought his head washed as well. 

4) Jesus shows the need for only feet-washing for disciples  vs. 10 

e- The significance of the act explained by Jesus  vs. 12-17 

1) The need for daily cleansing of feet.  vs. 10 

2) He gave an example of humble service.  vs. 15 

Was this meant to establish an ordinance for the church? What is an ordinance? 
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John 13 (cont.) 
18 ¶  I speak not of you all: I know whom I {1} have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled: 

{2} He that eateth {3} my bread lifted up his heel against me. {1) Or chose 2) Ps 41:9. 3) Many 

ancient authorities read his bread with me}  

19  From henceforth I tell you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe 

that I am he. 

20  Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that 

receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. 

21  When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in the spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I 

say unto you, that one of you shall {1} betray me. {1) Or deliver me up}  

22  The disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spake. 

23  There was at the table reclining in Jesusô bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. 

24  Simon Peter therefore beckoneth to him, and saith unto him, Tell us who it is of whom he 

speaketh. 

25  He leaning back, as he was, on Jesusô breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it? 

26  Jesus therefore answereth, He it is, for whom I shall dip the sop, and give it him. So when he had 

dipped the sop, he taketh and giveth it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 

27  And after the sop, then entered Satan into him. Jesus therefore saith unto him, What thou doest, 

do quickly. 

28  Now no man at the table knew for what intent he spake this unto him. 

29  For some thought, because Judas had the {1} bag, that Jesus said unto him, Buy what things we 

have need of for the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor. {1) Or box}  

30  He then having received the sop went out straightway: and it was night. 

31 ¶  When therefore he was gone out, Jesus saith, Now {1} is the Son of man glorified, and God {1} 

is glorified in him; {1) Or was}   

32  and God shall glorify him in himself, and straightway shall he glorify him. 

33  Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the Jews, 

Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say unto you. 

34  A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; {1} even as I have loved you, 

that ye also love one another. {1) Or even as I loved you, that ye also may love one another}  

35  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 
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2- The betrayal foretold  vs. 13:18-30 

a- The betrayal was to fulfill prophecy  vs. 18 

1) A fulfillment of the saying in Psalm 41:9. 

2) Also to be a fulfillment of His own words. 

b- Jesus stresses the high calling of an apostle  vs. 20 

They represent both Christ and God the Father. 

c- Jesus grieves at the betrayal  vs. 21 

d- The betrayal announcement brings surprise to the disciples  vs. 22-25 

1) He was evidently a perfect counterfeit. 

2) The disciples even question themselves. 

e- Jesus identifies the betrayer  vs. 26 

1) He gave him a "sop" -- part of Passover Supper, symbolizing redemption. 

2) He thus fulfilled the prophecy literally. 

f- Satan takes control of Judas  vs. 27-30 

1) The disciples still did not understand. "Go, buy." Was this the Passover night? 

2) Jesus dispatched Judas to begin the dastardly proceedings.  

04-B-   Instruction To His Own.  (13:31.-14:31.) 

1- Jesus' new commandment  vs. 13:31-35 

a- He announced His glorification as imminent  vs. 31 

1) "Now" -- as if the fuse had been lit. 

2) The Cross was to glorify Christ and God. 

b  He announced again His departure from them  vs. 33 

c- His new commandment of love -- a badge of identity  vs. 34-35 

1) A new command -- How? 

2) "Love" is to identify the believer. 
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John 13 (cont.) 
36 ¶  Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus answered, Whither I go, thou canst 

not follow now; but thou shalt follow afterwards. 

37  Peter saith unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee even now? I will lay down my life for thee. 

38  Jesus answereth, Wilt thou lay down thy life for me? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock 

shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice. 

John 14 
1 ¶  Let not your heart be troubled: {1} believe in God, believe also in me. {1) Or ye believe in God}  

2  In my Fatherôs house are many {1} mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to 

prepare a place for you. {1) Or abiding-places}  

3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, and will receive you unto myself; that where 

I am, there ye may be also. 

4 ¶  {1} And whither I go, ye know the way. {1) Many ancient authorities read And whither I go ye 

know, and the way ye know.}  

5  Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; how know we the way? 

6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but 

{1} by me. {1) Or through}  

7  If ye had known me, ye would have known my Father also: from henceforth ye know him, and 

have seen him. 

8  Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 

9  Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and dost thou not know me, Philip? he 

that hath seen me hath seen the Father; how sayest thou, Show us the Father? 

10  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I say unto you I 

speak not from myself: but the Father abiding in me doeth his works. 

11  Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very worksô 

sake. 

12 ¶  Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and 

greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto the Father. 

13  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son. 

14  If ye shall ask {1} anything in my name, that will I do. {1) Many ancient authorities add me}  

15 ¶  If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments. 
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2- Peter's denial foretold  vs. 13:36-38 

a- Peter's question -- Where are you going? (Note 13:33) 

b- Jesus' answer -- You will follow later. 

c- Peter's noble claim -- "Will lay down my life for thee." 

d- WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀŘ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƴƛŀƭǎ  vs. 38 

1) To deny thrice before cock crowing. 

2) Note Peter's problem here. 

3- Jesus' consolation for the disciples  vs. 14:1-4 

a- His word of comfort -- Trust Him as they trust God.  

He prepared them for the darkest of nights. 

b- His purpose in the departure. To prepare for them. vs. 2 

c- His future plan for them (3). To receive them to Himself. 

4- Thomas' question  vs. 5-7 

a- He is confused as to the "whither" and the "way."  vs. 5 

b- Jesus explains the "way."  vs. 6 
He Himself is the exclusive Way; Not a system, but a Person. 

c- Jesus explains the "whither."  vs. 7 

5- Philip's question  vs. 8-21 

a- He asks for a glimpse of the Father. 

b- Jesus explains that the Father is seen only in Christ.  vs. 9-11 

They indwell each other. 

c- The Father will work through believers  vs. 12-15 

1) Even greater works will then be produced. How? 

2) To be made possible by Christ's advocacy with the Father  vs. 12 

3) To be made actual by prayer in Jesus' Name.  vs. 13 

4) To be made certain by obedient living  vs. 15 
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John 14 (cont.) 
16  And I will {1} pray the Father, and he shall give you another {2} Comforter, that he may be with 

you for ever, {1) Gr make request of 2) Or Advocate; Or Helper; Gr Paraclete}  

17  even the Spirit of truth: whom the world cannot receive; for it beholdeth him not, neither knoweth 

him: ye know him; for he abideth with you, and shall be in you. 

18 ¶  I will not leave you {1} desolate: I come unto you. {1) Or orphans}  

19  Yet a little while, and the world beholdeth me no more; but ye behold me: because I live, {1} ye 

shall live also. {1) Or and ye shall live}  

20  In that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 

21  He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me 

shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself unto him. 

22  Judas (not Iscariot) saith unto him, Lord, what is come to pass that thou wilt manifest thyself unto 

us, and not unto the world? 

23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my word: and my Father will 

love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 

24  He that loveth me not keepeth not my words: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the 

Fatherôs who sent me. 

25 ¶  These things have I spoken unto you, while yet abiding with you. 

26  But the {1} Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall 

teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you.  {1) Or Advocate; Or 

Helper; Gr Paraclete}  

27  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let 

not your heart be troubled, neither let it be fearful. 

28 ¶  Ye heard how I said to you, I go away, and I come unto you. If ye loved me, ye would have 

rejoiced, because I go unto the Father: for the Father is greater than I. 

29  And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe. 

30  I will no more speak much with you, for the prince of the world cometh: and he hath nothing {1} 

in me; {1) Or in me. But thatéI do, arise etc}  

31  but that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave me commandment, 

even so I do. Arise, let us go hence. 
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d- The Father will comfort through the Spirit  vs. 14:16-17 

1) A like companion to be sent  vs. 16 

2) He will abide forever. 

3) He will take up residence within believers  vs. 17 
A new arrangement for the Church. 

e- Jesus Himself will also comfort them  vs. 18-21 

1) To return after resurrection  vs. 19 

2) A three-fold unity to exist. 

3) One's obedience to be assurance of genuine faith  vs. 21 

4) Obedience to bring further manifestations of Christ. 

6- Judas' question answered  vs. 22-26 

a- He questions how Christ will manifest Himself  vs. 22 

b- Manifestation in response to love and obedience  vs. 23-24 

1) These enable His "abiding" within (feeling at home). 

2) Lack of these precludes such manifestations. (Recall His post-resur. appearances) 

c- The new Manifester (the Holy Spirit) is coming  vs. 26 

1) He will teach believers. 

2) He will also give remembrance to disciples. To teach both new and old. 

7- His final word of comfort  vs. 27-30 

a- His own peace is given  vs. 27-29 

1) His return to the Father to heighten their joy. 

2) He notes in this connection the greatness of the Father. 

b- His coming confrontation with Satan is noted.  vs. 30 
He notes the confrontation as imminent. 

1) He notes his powerlessness over Christ. 

c- His dedication to the Father's will  vs. 31 

1) His death to reveal His love to the Father. 

2) He died for God as well as for men. 
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John 15 
1 ¶  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 

2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh it away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he 

cleanseth it, that it may bear more fruit. 

3  Already ye are clean because of the word which I have spoken unto you. 

4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; so 

neither can ye, except ye abide in me. 

5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth much 

fruit: for apart from me ye can do nothing. 

6  If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and they gather them, and 

cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 

7  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto 

you. 

8  Herein {1} is my Father glorified, {2} that ye bear much fruit; and so shall ye be my disciples. {1) 

Or was 2) Many ancient authorities read that ye bear much fruit, and be my disciples}  

9 ¶  Even as the Father hath loved me, I also have loved you: abide ye in my love. 

10  If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Fatherôs 

commandments, and abide in his love. 

11  These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made 

full.  

12  This is my commandment, that ye love one another, even as I have loved you. 

13  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 

14  Ye are my friends, if ye do the things which I command you. 

15  No longer do I call you {1} servants; for the {2} servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I 

have called you friends; for all things that I heard from my Father, I have made known unto you. 

{1) Gr bondservants 2) Gr bondservant}  

16  Ye did not choose me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that ye should go and bear fruit, and 

that your fruit should abide: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give 

it you. 

17  These things I command you, that ye may love one another. 



By Dr. Stanley A. Ellisen THE GOSPEL OF JOHN Bible Outline Series 

79 

04-C-   Instruction On the Way to Gethsemane.  (15.-16.) 

1- The Believer's relation to Christ  vs. 15:1-11 

a- Jesus' allegory of the The Vine  vs. 1-2 

1) Christ is the True Vine. (Contrasted with Israel) vs. 1 

2) The Father is the Husbandman. (Cf. Lk. 13:7). 

3) Believers are the branches. Sustained by vine. vs. 2 

4) The Father lifts up some For the unproductive. vs. 2 
DǊƪΦ ʰ ˊʶʽΣ t!L о{Ҕ ʰʽˊʶ˖Υ ǘƻ ƭƛŦǘ ǳǇ όǎƻ ƛǘ ƎŜǘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳƴƭƛƎƘǘύΦ 

5) The Father prunes others. Disciplines for greater fruit. vs. 2 

b- Jesus' application  vs. 3-11 

1) Cleansing comes through the word  vs. 3 

2) Fruit-bearing comes through abiding  vs. 4-5 

3) Withering comes through not abiding  vs. 6 

4) Some blessings of abiding  vs. 7-8 

5) The essence of abiding  vs. 10 

6) The final result -- Joy made full  vs. 11 

7) Christ's new relation to believers  vs. 14-15 

a) The relation of "friends" stated. 

b) The relation of friends proved. 

(1) Laying down His life. 

(2) His revealing His program. 

(3) His choosing the believers. 

2- The believer's relation to others  vs. 12-17 

a- His new commandment restated  vs. 12 

b- His new commandment illustrated  vs. 13-17 

1) He laid down His life  vs. 13 

2) Love must be shown by obedience to Christ  vs. 15 

3) We were chosen to produce fruit. This enables effective prayer also. 
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John 15 (cont.) 
18 ¶  If the world hateth you, {1} ye know that it hath hated me before it hated you. {1) Or know ye}  

19  If ye were of the world, the world would love its own: but because ye are not of the world, but I 

chose you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 

20  Remember the word that I said unto you, A {1} servant is not greater than his lord. If they 

persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. {1) 

Gr bondservant}  

21  But all these things will they do unto you for my nameôs sake, because they know not him that 

sent me. 

22  If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no excuse for 

their sin. 

23  He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 

24  If I had not done among them the works which none other did, they had not had sin: but now 

have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. 

25  But this cometh to pass, that the word may be fulfilled that is written in their law, {1} They hated 

me without a cause. {1) Ps 35:19; 69:4} 

26 ¶  But when the {1} Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the 

Spirit of truth, which {2} proceedeth from the Father, he shall bear witness of me: {1) Or 

Advocate; Or Helper; Gr Paraclete 2) Or goeth forth from}  

27  {1} and ye also bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning. {1) Or and bear 

ye also witness}  

John 16 
1 ¶  These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be caused to stumble. 

2  They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the hour cometh, that whosoever killeth you shall 

think that he offereth service unto God. 

3  And these things will they do, because they have not known the Father, nor me. 

4  But these things have I spoken unto you, that when their hour is come, ye may remember them, 

how that I told you. And these things I said not unto you from the beginning, because I was with 

you. 

5  But now I go unto him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? 

6  But because I have spoken these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. 

7 ¶  Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the 

{1} Comforter will not come unto you; but if I go, I will send him unto you.  {1) Or Advocate; Or 

Helper; Gr Paraclete}  
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3- The believer's relation to the world  vs. 15:18-25 

a- The world will hate believers  vs. 18-19 

1) But they are in good company -- Christ's.  vs. 18 

2) The world loves only its own. 

b- The  world will persecute believers  vs. 20-21 

1) This is again sharing Christ's lot. 

2) Note -- we share Christ's lot in both failure and success  vs. 22 

c- The world's supreme sin -- Their hatred of Christ  vs. 22-25 

1) It constituted also hatred of the Father. Because Christ was their only picture of 
God. 

2) Their hatred was without a cause  vs. 25 

4- The believer's relation to the Holy Spirit  (15:26.-16:15.) 

a- Co-witness with the Spirit to the world  vs. 26-27 

1) His ministry is centered in Christ. 

2) Disciples and Spirit to give initial witness of Christ. 

b- Believers are not to be offended by persecution  vs. 16:1-7 

1) Their hatred of Christ is the world's religion  vs. 2 

2) This recognition should be always remembered. 

3) Jesus notes that His departure is also a sorrow to Himself  vs. 5-6 
He notes its necessity. 

4) The Holy Spirit will comfort in persecution  vs. 7 
To give an indomitable ingredient for persecution. 
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John 16 (cont.) 
8  And he, when he is come, will convict the world in respect of sin, and of righteousness, and of 

judgment: 

9  of sin, because they believe not on me; 

10  of righteousness, because I go to the Father, and ye behold me no more; 

11  of judgment, because the prince of this world hath been judged. 

12  I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 

13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not 

speak from himself; but what things soever he shall hear, these shall he speak: and he shall 

declare unto you the things that are to come. 

14  He shall glorify me: for he shall take of mine, and shall declare it unto you. 

15  All things whatsoever the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he taketh of mine, and shall 

declare it unto you. 

16 ¶  A little while, and ye behold me no more; and again a little while, and ye shall see me. 

17  Some of his disciples therefore said one to another, What is this that he saith unto us, A little 

while, and ye behold me not; and again a little while, and ye shall see me: and, Because I go to 

the Father? 

 18  They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A little while? We know not what he saith. 

19  Jesus perceived that they were desirous to ask him, and he said unto them, Do ye inquire among 

yourselves concerning this, that I said, A little while, and ye behold me not, and again a little 

while, and ye shall see me? 

20  Verily, verily, I say unto you, that ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: ye shall 

be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 

21  A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but when she is delivered 

of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for the joy that a man is born into the world. 

22  And ye therefore now have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and 

your joy no one taketh away from you. 

23 ¶  And in that day ye shall {1} ask me no question. Verily, verily, I say unto you, if ye shall ask 

anything of the Father, he will give it you in my name. {1) Or ask me nothing; Compare Joh 

16:26; 14:13, 20} 

24  Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be made 

full.  
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c- Believers are to recognize the work of the Spirit toward world  vs. 16:8-12 

1) Convicting of sin (9). Because refused the remedy. 

2) Convicting of righteousness. Because I go to Father. vs. 10 

3) Convincing of judgment. Because world's prince is judged. vs. 11 

d- Believers are to recognize The Holy Spirit's work in believers  vs. 13-15 

1) Guiding into all truth  vs. 13 

a) For inspiration and illumination. [Ref. 1 Co 2:14-16].  

b) He also will speak only as from the Father. 

c) To give prophetic understanding. 

2) Glorifying Christ  vs. 14-15 
This quality identifies the leading of the Spirit. 

5- A final word on His departure  vs. 16:16-33 

a- Their sorrow to be turned into joy  vs. 16-24 

1) His initial absence to be brief  vs. 16 
The concept "a little while" 7 times repeated. 

2) Their sorrow to be great, but brief  vs. 20-21 
He likens it to the experience of a woman in travail.  
He exhorts that they remember it will be brief. 

3) Their joy to be permanent when He returns to them  vs. 22 
Evidently speaks after His resurrection. 

4) Their present confusion then to be cleared up  vs. 23 

b- The New prayer relation  vs. 23-24 

1) To pray to the Father. 

2) To pray in Jesus' Name  vs. 23-26 
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John 16 (cont.) 
25  These things have I spoken unto you in {1} dark sayings: the hour cometh, when I shall no more 

speak unto you in dark sayings, but shall tell you plainly of the Father. {1) Or parables}  

26  In that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will {1} pray the Father for 

you; {1) Gr make request of}  

27  for the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came forth 

from the Father. 

28 ¶  I came out from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go unto 

the Father. 

29  His disciples say, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest no {1} dark saying. {1) Or 

parable}  

30  Now know we that thou knowest all things, and needest not that any man should ask thee: by this 

we believe that thou camest forth from God. 

31  Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe? 

32  Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall 

leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me. 

33  These things have I spoken unto you, that in me ye may have peace. In the world ye have 

tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

John 17 
1 ¶  These things spake Jesus; and lifting up his eyes to heaven, he said, Father, the hour is come; 

glorify thy Son, that the son may glorify thee: 

2  even as thou gavest him authority over all flesh, that {1} to all whom thou hast given him, he 

should give eternal life. {1) Gr whatsoever thou hast given him, to them he etc}  

3  And this is life eternal, that they should know thee the only true God, and him whom thou didst 

send, even Jesus Christ. 

4  I glorified thee on the earth, having accomplished the work which thou hast given me to do. 

5  And now, Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before 

the world was. 

6 ¶  I manifested thy name unto the men whom thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and 

thou gavest them to me; and they have kept thy word. 

7  Now they know that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are from thee: 

8  for the words which thou gavest me I have given unto them; and they received them, and knew of 

a truth that I came forth from thee, and they believed that thou didst send me. 



By Dr. Stanley A. Ellisen THE GOSPEL OF JOHN Bible Outline Series 

85 

c- A new clarity in teaching to be given  vs. 16:25-30 

1) Because of a new prayer relation -- direct access  vs. 26 

2) Because of Jesus' presence with the Father 

3) Because of The Father's concern as a Father. 

d- Jesus warns of the impending trial  vs. 31-33 

1) He suggests they check their faith  vs. 31 

2) He warns of a coming scattering  vs. 32 

3) He reasserts their place of refuge  vs. 33 
He speaks of the victory as so certain as to be past. 

04-D-   His Communion With. The Father.   (17.) 

1  His prayer for Himself  vs. 1-5 

a- He seeks the new glory of the cross  vs. 1-2 

1) To bring glory to the Father. 

2) To bring eternal life to men. 

b- He declares the essence of eternal life  vs. 3-4 

1) It is knowing God and Christ. 

2) It is knowing them in personal active relations. (ginosko) 

c- He seeks His original pristine glory  vs. 5 
The glory He originally had with the Father. 

2- His prayer for the disciples  vs. 6-19 

a- Their present progress is noted  vs. 6-8 
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John 17 (cont.) 
9  I {1} pray for them: I {1} pray not for the world, but for those whom thou hast given me; for they 

are thine: {1) Gr make request}   

10  and all things that are mine are thine, and thine are mine: and I am glorified in them. 

11 ¶  And I am no more in the world, and these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, 

keep them in thy name which thou hast given me, that they may be one, even as we are. 

12  While I was with them, I kept them in thy name which thou hast given me: and I guarded them, 

and not one of them perished, but the son of perdition; {1} that the scripture might be fulfilled. 

{1) Ps 41:9?} 

13  But now I come to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy made 

full in themselves. 

14  I have given them thy word; and the world hated them, because they are not of the world, even as 

I am not of the world. 

15  I {1} pray not that thou shouldest take them {2} from the world, but that thou shouldest keep them 

{2} from {3}  the evil one. {1) Gr make request 2) Gr out of 3) Or evil}  

16  They are not of the world even as I am not of the world. 

17 ¶  {1} Sanctify them in the truth: thy word is truth. {1) Or Consecrate}  

18  As thou didst send me into the world, even so sent I them into the world. 

19  And for their sakes I {1} sanctify myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth. {1) 

Or consecrate}  

20 ¶  Neither for these only do I {1} pray, but for them also that believe on me through their word; 

{1) Gr make request}  

21  that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in 

us: that the world may believe that thou didst send me. 

22  And the glory which thou hast given me I have given unto them; that they may be one, even as 

we are one; 

23  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be perfected into one; that the world may know that thou 

didst send me, and lovedst them, even as thou lovedst me. 

24 ¶  Father, {1} I desire that they also whom thou hast given me be with me where I am, that they 

may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the 

world. {1) Gr that which thou hast given me, I desire that where I am, they also may be with me, 

that etc}  

25  O righteous Father, the world knew thee not, but I knew thee; and these knew that thou didst send 

me; 

26  and I made known unto them thy name, and will make it known; that the love wherewith thou 

lovedst me may be in them, and I in them. 
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b- His prayer for their preservation.  vs. 17:9-12 

1) He prays specifically for them at this point.  vs. 9 

2) That they be kept in the Father's Name.  vs. 11 
His Name signifies all His attributes -- wisdom, power, etc. 

3) That they be kept in organic unity. 
The unity sought is organic, not organizational or physical. 

c- His prayer for their joy.  vs. 13 
His words were designed to give them fullness of joy. 

d- His prayer for their sanctification.  vs. 14-18 

1) Sanctified by the Word.  vs. 14, 17 

2) Set apart while in the world.  vs. 15 

3) Sanctified to be sent into the world.  vs. 18 

4) His own sanctification was designed to enable their sanctification.  vs. 19 

3- His prayer for all believers.  vs. 17:20-26 

a- For their oneness "in us."  vs. 20-22 

1) Note that Christian unity must be " in Christ." 

2) He here prays for those that respond to His Word.  vs. 20 

b- For their perfection in unity.  vs. 23 

1) This unity will also demonstrate that Christ was sent from God.  vs. 23 

c  For their gathering unto Christ  vs. 24 

1) That they may behold His glory. 

2) His great desire was to have His own with Him. 
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John 18 
1 ¶  When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples over the {1} brook {2} 

Kidron, where was a garden, into which he entered, himself and his disciples. {1) Or ravine; Gr 

winter-torrent 2) Or of the Cedars}  

2  Now Judas also, who {1} betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus oft-times resorted thither with 

his disciples. {1) Or delivered him up}  

3  Judas then, having received the {1} band of soldiers, and officers from the chief priests and the 

Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. {1) Or cohort}  

4  Jesus therefore, knowing all the things that were coming upon him, went forth, and saith unto 

them, Whom seek ye? 

5  They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, who {1} 

betrayed him, was standing with them. {1) Or delivered him up }  

6  When therefore he said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground. 

7  Again therefore he asked them, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 

8  Jesus answered, I told you that I am he; if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: 

9  that the word might be fulfilled which he spake, Of those whom thou hast given me I lost not one. 

10  Simon Peter therefore having a sword drew it, and struck the high priestôs {1} servant, and cut off 

his right ear. Now the {1} servantôs name was Malchus.  {1) Gr bondservant}  

11  Jesus therefore said unto Peter, Put up the sword into the sheath: the cup which the Father hath 

given me, shall I not drink it? 
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04-IV. THE LIVING WORD MADE AN OFFERING FOR SIN.   (18.-19.) 

04-A-   The Arrest of Jesus.  vs. 18:1-11 

1- He retires to Gethsemane  vs. 1 

a-  John omits the prayers and agony in the garden. 

b- John also omits the lethargy of the disciples 

2- Judas leads the band of officers to Jesus  vs. 2-3 

a- They come directly from the Sanhedrin. 

b- They come with lanterns and weapons. 

3- Jesus surrenders voluntarily  vs. 4-7 

a-  John omits recording of Judas' kiss. 

b- Jesus' courage shocked them into stupor.  
His word "I Am" overwhelmed them. 

4- Jesus sought the disciples' release  vs. 8-9 

a- He shepherded His sheep even while attacked by wolves. 

b- He bartered His surrender for their release. 

5- Jesus rebukes Peter's fleshly defense  vs. 10-11 

a- John alone names the slave whose ear Peter cut off. 

b- Jesus forbade Peter the use of fleshly weapons. 

c- He again declared His resolve to do the Father's will  vs. 11 
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John 18 (cont.) 
12  So the {1} band and the {2} chief captain, and the officers of the Jews, seized Jesus and bound 

him, {1) Or cohort 2) Or military tribune; Gr chiliarch}  

13 ¶  and led him to Annas first; for he was father in law to Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 

14  Now Caiaphas was he that gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man should 

die for the people. 

15  And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Now that disciple was known unto 

the high priest, and entered in with Jesus into the court of the high priest; 

16  but Peter was standing at the door without. So the other disciple, who was known unto the high 

priest, went out and spake unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter. 

17  The maid therefore that kept the door saith unto Peter, Art thou also one of this manôs disciples? 

He saith, I am not. 

18  Now the {1} servants and the officers were standing there, having made {2} a fire of coals; for it 

was cold; and they were warming themselves: and Peter also was with them, standing and 

warming himself. {1) Or bondservants 2) Gr a fire of charcoal}  

19  The high priest therefore asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his teaching. 

20  Jesus answered him, I have spoken openly to the world; I ever taught in {1} synagogues, and in 

the temple, where all the Jews come together; and in secret spake I nothing. {1) Gr synagogue}  

21  Why askest thou me? Ask them that have heard me, what I spake unto them: behold, these know 

the things which I said. 

22  And when he had said this, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus {1} with his hand, saying, 

Answerest thou the high priest so? {1) Or with a rod}   

23  Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou 

me? 

24  Annas therefore sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest. 

25  Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They said therefore unto him, Art thou also 

one of his disciples? He denied, and said, I am not. 

26  One of the {1} servants of the high priest, being a kinsman of him whose ear Peter cut off, saith, 

Did not I see thee in the garden with him? {1) Gr bondservants}  

27  Peter therefore denied again: and straightway the cock crew. 
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04-B-   The Religious Trial of Jesus.  vs. 18:12-27 

1- He is delivered to Annas  vs. 12-14 

a- Annas was the former high priest and father-in-law of Caiaphas. 

b- This meeting John alone records. 

2- Peter's 1st denial  vs. 15-18 

a- John entered the court with Jesus. 
He was evidently personally acquainted with the high priest. 

b- Peter is brought into the court by John  vs. 16 

c- Peter denies the Lord when challenged by the door-maid  vs. 17 
This doubtless, John heard standing near by.  
Peter warmed himself with the officers by the fire. 

3- The high priest's interrogation  vs. 19-23 

a- Questioned concerning His disciples and His teaching. 

b- Jesus referred Annas to those that heard Him  vs. 20-21 
He trusted Himself to His jury of hearers. 

c- Stricken, Jesus demands an explanation  vs. 22-23 

1) Note that He didn't turn the other cheek. 
(Not a question of seeking retaliation or personal revenge) 

2) He simply defended His right to challenge injustice in court. 

5- Peter's further denials recorded by John  vs. 24-27 

a-  Challenged by the fireside, he retorted, "I am not." 

b- Challenged by the high priest's servant, he denied again.  
John records no oaths or cursing by Peter. 

6- The trial before Caiaphas  vs. 24, 28 
John does not record this exchange, but only its occurrence. 
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John 18 (cont.) 
28 ¶  They lead Jesus therefore from Caiaphas into the {1} Praetorium: and it was early; and they 

themselves entered not into the {1} Praetorium, that they might not be defiled, but might eat the 

passover. {1) Or palace}  

29  Pilate therefore went out unto them, and saith, What accusation bring ye against this man? 

30  They answered and said unto him, If this man were not an evildoer, we should not have delivered 

him up unto thee. 

31  Pilate therefore said unto them, Take him yourselves, and judge him according to your law. The 

Jews said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death: 

32  that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying by what manner of death he 

should die. 

33  Pilate therefore entered again into the {1} Praetorium, and called Jesus, and said unto him, Art 

thou the King of the Jews? {1) Or palace}  

34  Jesus answered, Sayest thou this of thyself, or did others tell it thee concerning me? 

35  Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests delivered thee unto me: 

what hast thou done? 

36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would 

my {1} servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from 

hence. {1) Or officers; as in verses 3, 12, 18, 22} 

37  Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, {1} Thou sayest that I am a 

king. To this end have I been born, and to this end am I come into the world, that I should bear 

witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. {1) Or Thou sayest it, 

because I am a king}  

38  Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, 

and saith unto them, I find no crime in him. 

39  But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the passover: will ye therefore that I 

release unto you the King of the Jews? 

40  They cried out therefore again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber.) 

John 19 

1 ¶  Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. 

2  And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and arrayed him in a purple 

garment; 

3  and they came unto him, and said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they struck him {1} with their 

hands. {1) Or with rods}  

4  And Pilate went out again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him out to you, that ye may know 

that I find no crime in him. 

5  Jesus therefore came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple garment. And Pilate saith 

unto them, Behold, the man! 
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04-C-   The Civil Trial.  (18:28 - 19:16.) 

1- Jesus is led to the judgment hall of Pilate  vs. 28 

The Jews refrained from entering the Gentile court (where 
leaven might be) to avoid defilement for the Passover 
meal. 

2- Pilate seeks an accusation from the leaders  vs. 29-32 

a- They have no specific charge for a legitimate accusation. 

b- The general charge -- He is an evil-doer  vs. 30 

c- The Jews demand His death even without a charge.  vs. 31 

3- Pilate interviews Jesus  vs. 33-38 

a- Pilate tried to be rid of the case  vs. 31 

b- He questioned Jesus' claim of Kingship.  vs. 33 

c- Jesus explained the source of His authority  vs. 36-38 

1) His Kingdom (authority) not from this world. That is, not dependent on earthly 
armies. 

2) Note "but now" -- in the place of emphasis, It is not now centered here. 

d- Jesus confronts Pilate with the issue of "truth."  vs. 36-37 

1) Jesus -- "I came to bear witness of the truth." Those responding to truth will hear. 

2) Pilate-- "What is truth?" Is truth possible in such a world? 

4- Pilate seeks to release Jesus  vs. 18:38-19:5. 

a- He referred to Him as "The King of the Jews."  
Pilate disdained the Jews for their hypocrisy. 

b- Pilate declared Jesus' innocence  vs. 38 

c- He proposed His release as the Passover release  vs. 39-40 

1) He offered the choice of Jesus or Barabbas. 

2) This was in itself wrong, making Jesus guilty as Barabbas. 

d- Pilate sought appeasement by scourging Jesus  vs. 19:1-5 

1) He thought to appeal to their sympathy for one suffering. 

2) Their sadistic reply -- "Crucify Him  vs. 6 
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John 19 (cont.) 
6  When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, 

crucify him! Pilate saith unto them, Take him yourselves, and crucify him: for I find no crime in 

him. 

 7  The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by that law he ought to die, because he made himself 

the Son of God. 

8  When Pilate therefore heard this saying, he was the more afraid; 

9  and he entered into the {1} Praetorium again, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus 

gave him no answer. {1) Or palace}  

10  Pilate therefore saith unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? Knowest thou not that I have {1} 

power to release thee, and have {1} power to crucify thee?  {1) Or authority}  

11  Jesus answered him, Thou wouldest have no {1} power against me, except it were given thee 

from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath greater sin. {1) Or  authority}  

12  Upon this Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou release this man, 

thou art not Caesarôs friend: every one that maketh himself a king {1} speaketh against Caesar. 

{1) Or opposeth Caesar}  

13  When Pilate therefore heard these words, he brought Jesus out, and sat down on the judgment-

seat at a place called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. 

14  Now it was the Preparation of the passover: it was about the sixth hour. And he saith unto the 

Jews, Behold, your King! 

15  They therefore cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him! Pilate saith unto them, 

Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar. 

16 ¶  Then therefore he delivered him unto them to be crucified. 
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5- Pilate seeks to release himself  vs. 19:6-7 

a- Declaring His innocency, He sought to give Him to the Jews for crucifixion. 

b- The Jews then specify their real accusation -- He made Himself God. 

6- Pilate questions Jesus' claim of Godhood.  vs. 7-11 

a- Scared, Pilate again questions Jesus of this claim. 

b- Jesus refused to answer this question. Why? 

1) It wasn't a question of who He was, but was He innocent. 

2) Pilate was himself on trial for "truth." 

c- Jesus reminded Pilate of his responsibility to God  vs. 11 

1) Pilate was responsible to God to judge with equity. 

2) Thus suggests the princ. that God holds all individuals responsible for living up to 
the light they have, In order to receive further light (Rm. 1:20). 

7- Pilate succumbs to Jewish pressure  vs. 12-16 

a- He is torn between justice and personal ambition  vs. 12 

1) They suggest making an appeal to Caesar. 

2) Pilate probably feared a Roman investigation which might prove disastrous to his 
administration. 

3) To be thrust into the position of defending one who claimed to be "King of the 
Jews" was in itself almost fatal especially if the case came before Caesar. 

b- The Jews claim allegiance to Caesar rather than Jesus  vs. 13-16 

1) The date is given -- Preparation of the Passover. Seems to indicate Friday prior to 
Saturday Passover. 

2) Pilate appeals to their long desire for a Jewish King  vs. 14-15 

3) They rather allied themselves with the world system. 

c- Pilate delivers Jesus officially to be crucified  vs. 16 

1)  Pilate capitulated, unable to extricate himself from the his dilemma because of a 
background built on personal ambition and selfishness. 

2) He violated truth with full awareness of the injustice.  
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John 19 (cont.) 
17  They took Jesus therefore: and he went out, bearing the cross for himself, unto the place called 

The place of a skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha: 

18  where they crucified him, and with him two others, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. 

19 ¶  And Pilate wrote a title also, and put it on the cross. And there was written, JESUS OF 

NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

20  This title therefore read many of the Jews, {1} for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh 

to the city; and it was written in Hebrew, and in Latin, and in Greek. {1) Or for the place of the 

city where Jesus was crucified was nigh at hand}  

21  The chief priests of the Jews therefore said to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he 

said, I am King of the Jews. 

22  Pilate answered, What I have written I have written. 

23  The soldiers therefore, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments and made four parts, to 

every soldier a part; and also the {1} coat: now the {1} coat was without seam, woven from the 

top throughout. {1) Or tunic}  

24  They said therefore one to another, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that 

the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, {1} They parted my garments among them, And 

upon my vesture did they cast lots. {1) Ps 22:18} 

25  These things therefore the soldiers did. But there were standing by the cross of Jesus his mother, 

and his motherôs sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 

26  When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by whom he loved, he saith unto 

his mother, Woman, behold thy son! 

27  Then saith he to the disciple, Behold, thy mother! And from that hour the disciple took her unto 

his own home. 

28  After this Jesus, knowing that all things are now finished, {1} that the scripture might be 

accomplished, saith, I thirst. {1) Ps 69:21} 

29  There was set there a vessel full of vinegar: so they put a sponge full of the vinegar upon hyssop, 

and brought it to his mouth. 

30  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and 

gave up his spirit. 
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04-D-   The Crucifixion of Jesus.  vs. 19:17-37. 

1- He is crucified between two thieves.  vs. 17-18 

a- Forced to bear His own cross. 

b- John does not record His faltering under the load. 

c- The reason for the two others is not given. 

2  His identity is proclaimed in 3 languages  vs. 19-22 

a- Written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. 

b- Written for all to see and understand. 

c- Pilate refuses to "water down" the point of the inscription. 

3- His garments are parted and stolen  vs. 23-24 

a- Signifies further the rapacious exploitation of all He had. 

b- A fulfillment of Psalm 22:18. 

4- He assigned His mother to the care of John  vs. 25-27 

a- Evidently His brothers by Mary were still unbelievers. 

b- He "took time out from dying" to care for His mother. 

c- He again addressed her as "Woman." 

5- He was given vinegar in the closing moments of His agony.  vs. 28-30 

This was in response to His cry, "I thirst." 
A word study is in order here on the word ŦƻǊ DǊƪΦ ˇ˅ˇˌΤ ƻȄƻǎΥ ǾƛƴŜƎŀǊ ƳƛȄŜŘ 
with H2O, vs. the first offering mentioned in Mat 20:28-ол   ˇ˅ˇˌΤ ƻȄƻǎΣ 

ƳƛȄŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ˔ˇ˂ʹ ŎƘƻƭŜ Φ
5
  

6- Jesus dismissed His Spirit in death.  vs. 30 

a- This occurred after 3 hours of darkness. 

b- It was an active dismissal -- His life was not taken, but released. 
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John 19 (cont.) 
31 ¶  The Jews therefore, because it was the Preparation, that the bodies should not remain on the 

cross upon the sabbath (for the day of that sabbath was a high day), asked of Pilate that their legs 

might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 

32  The soldiers therefore came, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other that was crucified 

with him: 

33  but when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: 

34  howbeit one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and straightway there came out blood 

and water. 

35  And he that hath seen hath borne witness, and his witness is true: and he knoweth that he saith 

true, that ye also may believe. 

36  For these things came to pass, {1} that the scripture might be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be 

{2} broken. {1) Ex 12:46; Nu 9:12; Ps 34:20. 2) Or crushed}  

37  And again another scripture saith, {1} They shall look on him whom they pierced. {1) Zec 12:10} 

38 ¶  And after these things Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of 

the Jews, asked of Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. 

He came therefore, and took away his body. 

39  And there came also Nicodemus, he who at the first came to him by night, bringing a {1} mixture 

of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds. {1) Some ancient authorities read roll}  

40  So they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as the custom of the 

Jews is to bury. 

41  Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new tomb 

wherein was never man yet laid. 

42  There then because of the Jewsô Preparation (for the tomb was nigh at hand) they laid Jesus. 
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7- His body was pierced following His death  vs. 19:31-36 

a- Another prophecy was fulfilled. -- His legs not broken as others. 

b- The historic purpose of the piercing -- to test whether dead. 

c- The significance of the "blood and water." 
It signified that death had taken place because the blood had ceased to 
circulate, mingling with the water. 

d- The symbolism of the "blood and water." 

1) Blood -- Propitiation and justification. 

2) Water -- Cleansing and sanctification. 

04-E-   The Burial of Jesus.  vs. 19:38-42 

1- His body is buried by 2 secret believers  vs. 38-40 

a- Both are men of prominence 

1) Joseph -- a rich man of Arimathaea. 

2) Nicodemus -- a ruler and member of the Sanhedrin. (Jo 3) 

b- They bury the body at great sacrifice. 

1) It signified condemnation of the leaders' action. 

2) It "defiled" them for the Passover. 

c- Joseph supplied the new tomb near Golgotha. 

d- Nicodemus supplied the burial ointment. 

2- His body was buried in a garden  vs. 41-42 

It was in a garden also that sin 1st entered the world. 

3- Even John is silent concerning the mystery of what occurred during 

His entombment in which His soul was "in hell" [Psalm 16:10; Acts 2:27].  
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John 20 
1 ¶  Now on the first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, while it was yet dark, unto the 

tomb, and seeth the stone taken away from the tomb. 

2  She runneth therefore, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and 

saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they 

have laid him. 

3  Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and they went toward the tomb. 

4  And they ran both together: and the other disciple outran Peter, and came first to the tomb; 

5  and stooping and looking in, he seeth the linen cloths lying; yet entered he not in. 

6  Simon Peter therefore also cometh, following him, and entered into the tomb; and he beholdeth the 

linen cloths lying, 

7  and the napkin, that was upon his head, not lying with the linen cloths, but rolled up in a place by 

itself. 

8  Then entered in therefore the other disciple also, who came first to the tomb, and he saw, and 

believed. 

9  For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 

10  So the disciples went away again unto their own home. 

11 ¶  But Mary was standing without at the tomb weeping: so, as she wept, she stooped and looked 

into the tomb; 

12  and she beholdeth two angels in white sitting, one at the head, and one at the feet, where the body 

of Jesus had lain. 

13  And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken 

away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. 

14  When she had thus said, she turned herself back, and beholdeth Jesus standing, and knew not that 

it was Jesus. 

15  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be 

the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, 

and I will take him away. 

16  Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turneth herself, and saith unto him in Hebrew, Rabboni; which is 

to say, Teacher. 

17  Jesus saith to her, {1} Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended unto the Father: but go unto my 

brethren, and say to them, I ascend unto my Father and your Father, and my God and your God. 

{1) Or Take not hold on me}  

18  Mary Magdalene cometh and telleth the disciples, I have seen the Lord; and that he had said 

these things unto her. 
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04-V. THE LIVING WORD IS MADE MANIFEST IN RESURRECTION.  (20 --
21.) 

04-A-   The Discovery of material evidence.  vs. 20:1-10 

1- The opened tomb  vs. 1-2 

a- First discovered by Mary Magdalene. (She came before dawn) 

b- Reported to Peter and John.  vs. 2 
A kidnapping is suspected, rather than His resurrection. 

2- The empty grave clothes  vs. 3-10 

a- Discovered 1st by Peter and John. 

b- The garments lay folded as if the body had evaporated, each piece in its respective 
place rather than together. 

04-B-   The Disclosure of The Living Lord.  20:11-29. 

1- Disclosure to Mary Magdalene  vs. 11-18 

a  She lingered at the tomb the 2nd time.  

b- She was met by 2 angels as she wept  vs. 11-13 
One angel was at each end of the tomb. 

They seem surprised at her grief and weeping. 
She still did not perceive the resurrection. 

c  She then met the Lord  vs. 14-17 

1) She failed to recognize Him at 1st, though He spoke to her. 

2) She recognized Him when He spoke her name. 

3) Jesus refused to have her "touch" or hold Him. 
Perhaps "Do not hold me her." 

d- She reported His resurrection to the disciples  vs. 17-18 
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John 20 (cont.) 
19 ¶  When therefore it was evening, on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were 

shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and saith 

unto them, Peace be unto you. 

20  And when he had said this, he showed unto them his hands and his side. The disciples therefore 

were glad, when they saw the Lord. 

21  Jesus therefore said to them again, Peace be unto you: as the Father hath sent me, even so send I 

you. 

22  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit: 

23  whose soever sins ye forgive, they are forgiven unto them; whose soever sins ye retain, they are 

retained. 

24  But Thomas, one of the twelve, called {1} Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. {1) 

That is Twin}  

25  The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, 

Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will not 

believe. 

26 ¶  And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them. Jesus cometh, the 

doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 

27  Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and see my hands; and reach hither thy hand, 

and put it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 

28  Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 

29  Jesus saith unto him, Because thou hast seen me, {1} thou hast believed: blessed are they that 

have not seen, and yet have believed. {1) Or hast thou believed?}  
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2- Disclosure to the Ten disciples  vs. 20:19-24 

a- He invaded their secret meeting at evening  vs. 19 
Apparently entered through the closed doors. 

b- He greeted them with the word, "Peace." 

c- He identified Himself by His wounds in His hands and side  vs. 20 

d-  He restates His commission to the disciples  vs. 21 
"As the Father hath sent (Apostello) Me, even so send (pempo) I you." 
όʰˉʶˋˍʰ˂ˁʶ˄Υ !ǇƻǎǘŜƭƭƻ tŦΦ!L о{ ǾǎΦ ˉʶ˃ˉ˖Τ tŜƳǇƻ t!L м{ύ 

e- He conferred the Holy Spirit for interim strength  vs. 22 

f- To be the means of their declaring heaven's authority  vs. 23 

3-  Disclosure to the Eleven (Thomas present)  vs. 24-29 

a- Thomas expresses his unbelief  vs. 25 

1) This unbelief was general with all the disciples, as noted in Mark 16. 

2) The account emphasizes the incredulousness of the disciples to show the 
improbability of their devising the whole resurrection story. 

b- Jesus again meets them on the 2nd Sunday  vs. 26 

1) He again came through closed doors. 

2) He specifically addressed Thomas. 

3) Thomas evidently believed by seeing, without his postulated requirement of 
feeling His wounds. 

c- Jesus rebukes Thomas for unbelief  vs. 29 

d- Jesus stresses the blessing of faith without seeing  vs. 29 

The believer's 1st beatitude. 
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John 20 (cont.) 
30  Many other signs therefore did Jesus in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 

book: 

31  but these are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 

believing ye may have life in his name. 

John 21 
1 ¶  After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and he 

manifested himself on this wise. 

2  There was together Simon Peter, and Thomas called {1} Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in 

Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. {1) That is  Twin}  

3  Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also come with thee. They 

went forth, and entered into the boat; and that night they took nothing. 

4  But when day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach: yet the disciples knew not that it was 

Jesus. 

5  Jesus therefore saith unto them, Children, have ye aught to eat? They answered him, No. 

6  And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and ye shall find. They cast 

therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. 

7  That disciple therefore whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. So when Simon Peter 

heard that it was the Lord, he girt his coat about him (for he {1} was naked), and cast himself into 

the sea. {1) Or had on his undergarment only; Compare Joh 13:4; Isa 20:2; Mic 1:8, 11} 

8  But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from the land, but about two 

hundred cubits off), dragging the net full of fishes. 

9  So when they got out upon the land, they see {1} a fire of coals there, and {2} fish laid thereon, and 

{3} bread. {1) Gr a fire of charcoal 2) Or a fish 3) Or a loaf}  

10  Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now taken. 

11  Simon Peter therefore went {1} up, and drew the net to land, full of great fishes, a hundred and 

fifty and three: and for all there were so many, the net was not rent. {1) Or aboard}  

12  Jesus saith unto them, Come and break your fast. And none of the disciples durst inquire of him, 

Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 

13  Jesus cometh, and taketh the {1} bread, and giveth them, and the fish likewise. {1) Or loaf}  

14  This is now the third time that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after that he was risen from 

the dead. 
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04-C-   The Design of John's Gospel.  vs. 20:30-31. 

1- That ye might believe -- 2 facts. [Intellectual conviction] 

a- "That" -- Jesus is Messiah. 

b- Ϧ ¢Ƙŀǘέ-- Jesus is The Son of God. 

2- That ye might have life. -- [Spiritual regeneration] 

Believing or committal brings the Spirit's regeneration. 

04-D-   The Epilogue.  21. 

1- The occasion in Galilee  vs. 1-14 

a- Six disciples follow Peter on a fishing trip. 

b- The fishing trip is totally unproductive.  vs. 3 

c- Jesus joins the party at shore  vs. 4-14 

1) He appeared unrecognized  vs. 4 

2) He commanded that they cast their net on the right side. 

3) They make a great catch -- 153 fish. 
Yet the net is not broken 
When Jesus commands, He gives the capacity. 

4) They recognize the stranger as the Lord.  vs. 7 

5) Jesus prepares breakfast on the shore. Jesus served them. vs. 9-14 

d- This occasion is noted as only the 3rd appearance to the disciples. Not counting the 

private appearances to individuals. 
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John 21 (cont.) 
15 ¶  So when they had broken their fast, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of {1} John, {2} 

lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I {3} love thee. 

He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. {1) Gr Joanes; See Joh 1:42 margin 2) 3) Love in these places 

represents two different Greek words}  

16  He saith to him again a second time, Simon, son of {1} John, {2} lovest thou me? He saith unto 

him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I {3}  love thee. He saith unto him, Tend my sheep. {1) Gr 

Joanes; See Joh 1:42 margin 2) 3) Love in these places represents two different Greek words} 

17  He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of {1} John, {3} lovest thou me? Peter was grieved 

because he said unto him the third time,  {3} Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou 

knowest all things; thou {4} knowest that I {3} love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

{1) Gr  Joanes; See Joh 1:42 margin 2) 3) Love in these places represents two different Greek 

words 4) Or perceivest}  

18  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst 

whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another 

shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. 

19  Now this he spake, signifying by what manner of death he should glorify God. And when he had 

spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me. 
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2- Jesus' interrogation of Peter  vs. 21:15-17 

a- His 1st question -- "Lovest thou Me more than these?" 

1) Significance 

a) "Love" (agape) -- A calm, discerning, impassionate love. 

b) "More than these" -- More than the others did. 

2) Peter's answer -- "Thou knowest I love (phileo) thee." 
Phileo -- a warm, filial affection. 

3) Jesus' response -- "Feed My lambs." 

b- His 2nd question -- "Lovest (agape) thou Me?" 

1) Peter's answer again the same -- phileo. 

2) Jesus' response --"Tend or shepherd My sheep." 

c- His 3rd  question -- "Lovest thou Me?" (Phileo this time). 

1) Peter's answer -- "Thou knowest all things." 

2) Jesus' command -- "Feed My sheep." 

d- Significances. 

1) For service Peter needed great love -- heavenly love. For trial he had needed 
great faith. (16:31) 

2) His love had to be a love "for Christ." He asked him not if he loved men, but 
Christ. 

3) Peter was singled out as the group leader in spite of his recent failure. 

3- Jesus' declaration concerning Peter  vs. 18-19 

a- Peter is to die as a martyr. 

b- After great service he will be martyred, like his Lord. 
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John 21 (cont.) 
20 ¶  Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; who also leaned back on 

his breast at the supper, and said, Lord, who is he that {1} betrayeth thee? {1) Or delivereth thee 

up}  

21  Peter therefore seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, {1} and what shall this man do? {1) Gr and this 

man, what?}  

22  Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? Follow thou me. 

23  This saying therefore went forth among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus 

said not unto him, that he should not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to 

thee? 

24  This is the disciple that beareth witness of these things, and wrote these things: and we know that 

his witness is true. 

25  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they should be written every 

one, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that should be written. 
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4- Jesus' declaration concerning John vs. 21:20-23 

a Peter's question -- "How about John?"  vs. 21 

b- Jesus rebuke and command  vs. 22 
i. e., "Never mind John, follow Me. 
He has a different path for each disciple. 

c- John corrects an erroneous rumor concernin his not dying  vs. 23 

1) The rumor had spread that John would not die. 

2) This perhaps gave some reason to expect an early return of Christ in apostolic 
times. 

3) John clarified Jesus' point as simply a reminder to Peter that he not 
be concerned with what God had for John. 

5- An editorial comment in conclusion  vs. 24-25 

a- The writer is identified as John the Apostle. 

b- The vastness of Jesus' work is suggested. 

ά9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΦέ 6 
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04-QUESTIONS ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 
1- Distinguish John's presentation several ways, from that of the Synoptic Gospels? 
 
 
2- State the primary aim of the Gospel of John. State the doctrinal aim. 
 
 

3- Name several outstanding expositors on the Gospel of John. 
 
 
 

4- What is the basic theme of John's prologue? 
 
 

5- What does John see to be the purpose of John the Baptist? 
 
 

6- Name two early suggestions given by Jesus that He would be crucified. 
 
 

7- State three views as to what Jesus means by water in 3:5. 
 
 
 

8- What does Jesus give as the basis of the new birth in answer to Nicodemus' question in 3:9? 
 
 

9- What was John the Baptist's last word concerning Christ as stated in John 3? 
 
 

10- What did Jesus do at the first Feast of Passover in John? 
 
 

11- Name five of the sevenfold equalities of Christ with the Father in chapter 5. 
 
 

12- Name the four witnesses to Christ in chapter 5. 
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13- Name the first "I am" as given in chanter 6. 
 
 

14- What two discourses did Jesus give at the Feast of Tabernacles in chapters 7 and 8? 
 
 

15- What sign followed this "I am" in chapter 9? 
 
 

16- What is the connection between chapters 9 and 10? 
 
 

17- Name the two "I ams" of chapter 10. 
 
 

18- What significant truth is disclosed in the parable of chapter 10? 
 
 

19- What truth is disclosed in chapter 11? 
 
 

20- What twofold response is characteristic of the people hearing Christ? 
 
 

21- What justification does the high priest present for the slaying of Christ in chapter 11? 
 
 

22- What two purposes were involved in the feet-washing? 
 
 

23- What did Jesus say was necessary for fruit-bearing in chapter 12? 
 
 

24- What threefold result flows from Christ being lifted up in chapter 12? 
 
 
 

25- What Old Testament prophecies does John relate to the unbelief in John 12? 
 
 
 

26- What announcement in chapter 13 led to the discussion of chapter 14? 
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27- What threefold assurance is given in chapter 14? 
 
 
 

28- Give the background against which chapter 15 is spoken? 
 
 
 

29- How would you designate the discussion of chapters 15 and 16? 
 
 
 

30- What "I am" is given in chapter 15, and how would you contrast its teaching from that in chapter 14? 
 
 
 

31- What "I am" is given in chapter 14, and how does it relate to the chapter? 
 
 
 

32- What new revelation is given in chapter 15, relative to Christ's relation to the disciples? 
 
 
 

33- How does He prove this relationship? 
 
 
 

34- Contrast the work of the Holy Spirit in chapter 16 with that revealed in chapter 14. 
 
 
 

35- What is the Holy Spirit's work in the world of unbelievers? 
 
 

36- Name the three areas of Christ's petitions in chapter 17? 
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37- Give several petitions of Christ for His own. 
 
 
 
 
 

38- What is Christ's outstanding petition both for His own and others that shall believe? 
 
 
 
 

39- Name several ways Pilate attempted to release himself from pronouncing judgment on Jesus? 
 
 
 
 

40- In respect to what was Pilate on trial? 
 
 
 

41- What did Jesus mean by His statement that His kingdom was not of this world? 
 
 

42- What was significant about the blood and water issuing forth from Jesus' side? 
 
 
 

43- How does the purpose of John as stated in 20:31 relate to the whole book in a twofold way? 
 
 
 
 

44- What does Jesus show to be Peter's great need as an undershepherd in chapter 21? 
 
 
 
 
45- What rumor did John correct in the epilogue? 
 
 
 
 
 

Copy these 4 pages, type your answers, and hand in or send by email to swede@thecfbc.com 

 

  

mailto:swede@thecfbc.com
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04-ENDNOTES 
1
  Anonymous,  During these serious and troubled times, people of all faiths should 

remember these four great religious truths:  

1. Muslims do not recognize Jews as God's Chosen People.  

2. Jews do not recognize Jesus as the Messiah.  

3. Protestants do not reco gnize the Pope as the leader of the Christian world.  

4. Baptists do not recognize each other at the liquor store.  

1  Robert H. Stein, WINE-DRINKING IN NEW TESTAMENT TIMES, 20 June 1975, Christianity Today - Vol XIX 

number 19, Ex background work 
1  N. Carlson, Hermeneutics, An Antidote For 20

th
 Century Cultic And Mind Control Phenomena, Section 

3.4.2.1 
Do not read our culture into theirs.  For example, wine was used as a beverage in those days (Jo 2:1-10, 1 
Ti 5:23 - however Eph 5:18)

54/9-11
. 

1  Cece Winans Lyrics to: Fill My Cup,  

Verse: 
Like The Woman at the well, I was craving, 

For things that do not satisfy, 

But none, can match the wondr-ous treasure, 

that Iôve found, in Jesus Christ My Lord. 

Chorus: 
Fill my cup, Lord 

I lift it up, Lord 

Come and quench this thirsting in my soul 

Bread from Heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more 

Fill my cup 

Fill it up 

And make me Whole 
1
  Quote from: Winifred Walker, All The Plants Of The Bible, pg. 88, Harper & Brothers, New York.  See Figure 

01. 

MATTHEW 27:32, 33, 34 

òThe gall that was added to the vinegar and offered to Jesus was the juice of the opium poppy, a flower thriving in 

the Holy Land. The plant provides a narcotic that induces sleep, a sleep so heavy that the person becomes insensible. 

When the Roman soldiers at Golgotha took pity on their prisoner on the cross, they added this poppy juice to the 

potion of sour wine. Jesus tasted the mixture but refused it, resolving to suffer the full measure of his anguish in 

order to redeem mankind. Opium is one of the most valuable drugs, and is obtained from the gall plant by 

making horizontal incisions in the poppy heads that are the seed vessels. This incising is done a few days after the 

flower petals have fallen. A milky juice then exudes in long drops, and solidifies in twenty-four hours. The flower is 

particularly beautiful, clear lavender or white, with a heavy stain of rich purple at the base of each of the four 

petals. It grows waist-high, and its foliage is silvery blue-green.ó  
1
  Joh 21:25   This was one of the verses that prompted the author ς ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎΣ ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǾŜ hŦ 

DƻŘέΥ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻƴƎΥ 
Frederick M. Lehman wrote this song in 1917 in Pasadena, California, and it was published in Songs That 
Are Different, Volume 2, 1919. The lyrics are based on the Jewish poem Haddamut, written in Aramaic in 
1050 by Meir Ben Isaac Nehorai, a cantor in Worms, Germany; they have been translated into at least 18 
languages. 

άhƴŜ ŘŀȅΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿŜ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀ ǎŎǊŀǇ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀƴŘΣ ǎŜŀǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀƴ 
empty lemon box pushed against the wall, with a stub pencil, added the (first) two stanzas and chorus of the 
ǎƻƴƎΧ{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ όоǊŘ ǎǘŀƴȊŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǇƻŜƳύ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǇŜƴŎƛƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǊƻƻƳ 
in an insane asylum after he had been carried to his grave, the general opinion was that this inmate had written 
ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛŎ ƛƴ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǎŀƴƛǘȅΦέ  όh¸ ±9¸Η - Ve all should be so crazy!) 

Music: Frederick Lehman; arranged by his daughter 

http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/l/e/lehman_fm.htm
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The love of God is greater far 
Than tongue or pen can ever tell; 
It goes beyond the highest star, 
And reaches to the lowest hell; 
The guilty pair, bowed down with care, 
God gave His Son to win; 
His erring child He reconciled, 
And pardoned from his sin. 

Refrain 

O love of God, how rich and pure! 

How measureless and strong! 

It shall forevermore endure 

The saintsô and angelsô song. 

Verse 2 

When years of time shall pass away, 

And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall, 

When men, who here refuse to pray, 

On rocks and hills and mountains call, 

Godôs love so sure, shall still endure, 

All measureless and strong; 

Redeeming grace to Adamôs raceð 

The saintsô and angelsô song. 

Refrain 

This is the verse written on the wall! 

Could we with ink the ocean fill, 

And were the skies of parchment made, 

Were every stalk on earth a quill, 

And every man a scribe by trade, 

To write the love of God above, 

Would drain the ocean dry. 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 

Though stretched from sky to sky. 

Refrain 
ŀƭ ŦƛƴŜΩ 
But what comes next? 
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Adapted from the larger work (under contract - prior his home-going) of  
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the ASV Version of 1901; and a list of 
Class Questions. 
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THE EPISTLE OF 1 JOHN 

23-Introduction 

I.  Authorship. 

Both the external and internal attestations of the Johanine authorship are strong and early. 
As in the Gospel of John, the author does not name himself but claims to have been an 
eyewitness in close fellowship with Christ. The style and language are similar. 
For the personal life of John, see Introduction to the Gospel. 

II.  Addressees. 

The Epistle was written to believers as a family group rather than as a church as such. 
It was probably sent to the group of Asia Minor churches in the area of Ephesus, 
similar to those of Revelation. 

III. Historical Setting. 

A-  Date of writing. (c. 90-94) 

It was probably written prior to The Revelation (c. 96) which was evidently written in a time 
of persecution, whereas the Epistles give no indication of persecution. 
It was probably written after the Gospel, since he seems to assume an acquaintance on the 
part of the readers with the facts of the Gospel narrative, and is a kind of practical application 
of the Gospel. Thus, best date: 90-94. 

B-  At the writing John had been in Ephesus and that area about 25 years as overseer 
of the churches of Asia Minor. He was then about 90 years of age. All the 
other apostles had evidently passed off the scene into the presence of the Lord. 

C-  Incipient Gnosticism was developing and was probably entering the Docetic 
state concerning the Person of Christ. Two approaches of Gnosticism were 
being championed at this time, the Docetic holding to the phantom theory of 
the humanity of Christ, and the Cerinthian holding to the theory that He had a 
dual personality (the divine descending at His baptism and leaving before the 
crucifixion). The geographic area to which he writes was the cradle of the 
heresy of "Christian Gnosticism. " Thus the strong emphasis by John on the 
true Godhood and true Manhood of Christ.  Please see Appendix A - Introductory 
Remarks on 1 John. 

IV. Purpose and Theme of I John.  

The theme of I John is fellowship in the family of God. Fellowship is had by an 
experiential knowledge of God in His nature as Light, Love, and Life. He has a didactic 
and polemical purpose. His didactic purpose is to promote their fellowship with God 
through His Son by a clarification of the conditions of fellowship. His polemical purpose 
is to refute the creeping errors concerning the Person of Christ by giving a positive 
presentation of both His true deity and true humanity. 
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Outline of 1 John 

INTRODUCTION 1:1-4 

I. Fellowship in Light. 1:5 - 2. 

II. Fellowship in Love. 3 -  4. 

III. Fellowship in Life. 5. 

 

Theme: Fellowship in the family of God. 
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1 John 1 
1 ¶  That which was from the beginning, that which we have heard, that which we have seen with our 

eyes, that which we beheld, and our hands handled, concerning the {1} Word of life  {1) Or word; 

Compare Ac 5:20} 

2  (and the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare unto you the life, the 

eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us); 

3  that which we have seen and heard declare we unto you also, that ye also may have fellowship with us: 

yea, and our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ: 

4  and these things we write, that {1} our joy may be made full. {1) Many ancient authorities read your}  

5 ¶  And this is the message which we have heard from him and announce unto you, that God is light, and 

in him is no darkness at all. 

6  If we say that we have fellowship with him and walk in the darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 

7  but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 

Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 

8 ¶  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

10  If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
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INTRODUCTION. 1:1-4 

A- Declaration of the Incarnation. 1:1-2 

1- John's personal testimony  vs. 1 

a- Jesus' preexistence stated. 

b- Jesus' incarnation stated. 

2- Jesus' public manifestation  vs. 2 

a- Manifestation in Flesh. 

b- Manifestation of Life. 

B- Design of the Incarnation. 1:3-4 

1- To bring fellowship with God. 

2- To bring fullness of joy. 

I. FELLOWSHIP IN LIGHT: "GOD IS LIGHT."  (1:5.-2.) 

A- Prerequisites to fellowship.a 1:5-7. 

1- Recognize the character of God  vs. 5 

2- Respond to the light of God  vs. 6-8 

a- Fellowship is impossible in darkness. 

b- Walking in light brings constant cleansing. 

c- Claiming perfection is self-deceit. 

3- Renew fellowship with God  (1:9.-2:2.) 

a- Confession is our part  vs. 9-10 
  

                                                                 
a
  8  If [3

rd
 class condition]  we at any time should say[2 AASubj. 1 Pl.], ñWe have no sin,ò [The Adamic 

Nature]  we are deceiving ourselves [ˊɚŬɜɤɛŮɜ planwmev;: PAI 1Pl > ˊɚŬɜɎɤ planao;  1) to wander  ï 
like a planet- as opposed to the fixed position of a star. 2) metaph. 2a) to lead away from the truth, to lead 
into error, to deceive ], and the truth is not in us . 

9  If [3
rd

 class condition] we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from every unrighteousness. 

10  If we say, ñWe have not sinned [Acts of sin. the result of the Adamic Nature. Pf.AI 1pl.],ò we make Him 

a liar, and His word is not in us.  Ref. Joh 17 :17. 
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1 John 2 
1 ¶  My little children, these things write I unto you that ye may not sin. And if any man sin, we have an 

{1} Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: {1) Or  Comforter; Joh 14:16; Or Helper; Gr 

Paraclete}  

2  and he is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the whole world. 

3 ¶  And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 

4  He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 

5  but whoso keepeth his word, in him verily hath the love of God been perfected. Hereby we know that 

we are in him: 

6  he that saith he abideth in him ought himself also to walk even as he walked. 

7 ¶  Beloved, no new commandment write I unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the 

beginning: the old commandment is the word which ye heard. 

8  Again, a new commandment write I unto you, which thing is true in him and in you; because the 

darkness is passing away, and the true light already shineth. 

9  He that saith he is in the light and hateth his brother, is in the darkness even until now. 

10  He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is no occasion of stumbling in him. 

11  But he that hateth his brother is in the darkness, and walketh in the darkness, and knoweth not whither 

he goeth, because the darkness hath blinded his eyes. 

12 ¶  I write unto you, my little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his nameôs sake. 

13  I write unto you, fathers, because ye know him who is from the beginning. I write unto you, young 

men, because ye have overcome the evil one. {1} I have written unto you, little children, because ye know 

the Father. {1) Or I wrote}  

14  {1} I have written unto you, fathers, because ye know him who is from the beginning. {1} I have 

written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have 

overcome the evil one. {1) Or I wrote}  
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b- Advocacy is Christ's part a vs. 2:1-2 

1) Each should strive not to sin. 

2) Our Attorney pleads our case with the Father. 

3) His one offering is fully efficacious for all. 

B-   Proofs of Fellowship.  vs. 2:3-14 

1- Obedience to the Word. vs. 3-6 

a- Obedience is proof of love for Christ. 

b- Obedience is proof of our being in Him  vs. 5 

c- Imitation of Christ is abiding in Him  vs. 6 

2- Loving one another  vs. 7-11 

a- The love commandment is both old and new  vs. 7-8 

b- Hatred blinds one to the way  vs. 9-11 

c- Love removes many occasions for stumbling  vs. 10 

3- Various groups in the fellowship.  vs. 12-14 

a- Little children- -all the flock  vs. 12 

b- Fathers  vs. 13 

c- Young men  vs.13-14 

d- The point of these addresses. 

                                                                 
a
  1  My little children, I am writing you these things so that you may not sin [Acts]. But if [3

rd
 class 

condition] anyone does sin [Acts; 2 AASubj. ], we have an advocate [A Defense Attorney] with the Father-
-Jesus Christ the righteous One. 
2  He Himself is the propitiation [satisfaction] for our sins , and not only for ours, but also for those of 

the whole world.  The unsaved do not go to hell for acts of sin, But for the unredeemable Adamic 

sin nature. Ref. Rom 6:23; 1 Cor 3:11 -15; Rev 20:12 -15. Bel iever and Unbeliever are judged for 

their works, not sins.  
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1 John 2 (cont.) 
15  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him. 

16  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vain glory of life, is not 

of the Father, but is of the world. 

17  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 

18 ¶  Little children, it is the last hour: and as ye heard that antichrist cometh, even now have there arisen 

many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last hour. 

19  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued 

with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest {1} that they all are not of us. {1) Or that not 

all are of us}  

20 ¶  And ye have an anointing from the Holy One, {1} and ye know all the things. {1) Some very ancient 

authorities read and ye all know}  

21  I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and {1} because no 

lie is of the truth. {1) Or that}  

22  Who is the liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, even he that denieth 

the Father and the Son. 

23  Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: he that confesseth the Son hath the Father 

also. 

24  As for you, let that abide in you which ye heard from the beginning. If that which ye heard from the 

beginning abide in you, ye also shall abide in the Son, and in the Father. 

25  And this is the promise which he promised {1} us, even the life eternal. {1) Some ancient authorities 

read you}  

26  These things have I written unto you concerning them that would lead you astray. 

27  And as for you, the anointing which ye received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any one 

teach you; but as his anointing teacheth you; concerning all things, {1} and is true, and is no lie, and even 

as it taught you, {2} ye abide in him. {1) Or so it is true and is no lie; and even as etc 2) Or abide ye}  

28 ¶  And now, my little children, abide in him; that, if he shall be manifested, we may have boldness, and 

not be ashamed {1} before him at his {2} coming. {1) Gr from him 2) Gr presence}  

29  If ye know that he is righteous, {1} ye know that every one also that doeth righteousness is begotten of 

him. {1) Or know ye}  
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C-   Preventives to fellowship.  vs. 2:15-29 

1- Love for the world  vs. 15-17 

a- The world here defined. 

b- The threefold opposition to God a vs. 16 

1) Lust of the flesh. 

2) Lust of the eyes. 

3) The Pride of Life. 

c- Give precedence always to the will of God  vs. 17 

4) Listening to false teachers  vs. 18-29 

a- The presence of many antichrists  vs. 18-19 

1) Antichrist is yet to come. 

2) But he has many forerunners already present. 

b- The defense against antichrists  vs. 20-29 

1) The Holy Spirit's anointing  vs. 20, 27 

2) Spot check them by their view of Christ  vs. 22-23 

3) Stand firm in doctrine  vs. 24-25 

4) Constantly draw on the Spirit's guidance  vs. 27) 

5) Constantly abide in Christ  vs. 28-29 

a) This arms one with confidence. 

b) This prepares one for His coming.  

  

                                                                 
a
  These 3 (inclusive) aspects of temptation were presented to the first Adam and his wife Eve; Gen 3:6, and to 

the Last Adam Mat 4:1-11. 
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1 John 3 
1 ¶  Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of 

God; and such we are. For this cause the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 

2  Beloved, now are we children of God, and it is not yet made manifest what we shall be. We know that, 

whenever
a
 he shall be manifested, we shall be like him; for we shall see him even as he is.  

3  And every one that hath this hope set on him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 

4 ¶  Every one that doeth sin doeth also lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 

5  And ye know that he was manifested to {1} take away sins; and in him is no sin. {1) Or bear sins}  

6  Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither {1} knoweth him. 

{1) Or hath known}  

7  My litt le children, let no man lead you astray: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is 

righteous: 

8  he that doeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. To this end was the Son of 

God manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. 

9  Whosoever is begotten of God doeth no sin, because his seed abideth in him: and he cannot sin, 

because he is begotten of God. 

10  In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not 

righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. 

  

                                                                 
a
  ALL THE CONDITIONAL SENTENCES (CLAUSES) IN THE GREEK NEW TESTAMENT - If Means Since, Or, If 

Means Maybe, Or, . .  pp 424, 2013, Create Space/AMAZON Publishers, ISBN-13:978-1492962519, N. Carlson, 
521 Pgs. 
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II. C9[[h²{ILt Lb [h±9Υ ϦDh5 L{ [h±9έΦ  (3.-4.) 

A-  It Is Based On Sonship. vs. 3:1-3 

1- Sonship has been given  vs. 1 

a-  It is a present reality. 

b-  It is a transforming experience. 

2- Likeness to Christ is promised  vs. 2 

3- A life of purity is enjoined  vs. 3 

a- The Person of Christ is our example. 

b-  The coming of Christ is our stimulus. 

B-  It Is Based On Righteousness. vs. 4-10 

1- The incongruity of practicing sin  vs. 4-5 

2- The impossibility of practicing sin  vs. 6-7 

3- The implication of practicing sin  vs. 8 

4- Two important tests of sonship  vs. 10 

a- Righteous living. 

b- Love for a brother. 
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1 John 3 (cont.) 
11 ¶  For this is the message which ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another: 

12  not as Cain was of the evil one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his works 

were evil, and his brotherôs righteous. 

13  Marvel not, brethren, if the world hateth you. 

14 ¶  We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not 

abideth in death. 

15  Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in 

him. 

16  Hereby know we love, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the 

brethren. 

17  But whoso hath the worldôs goods, and beholdeth his brother in need, and shutteth up his compassion 

from him, how doth the love of God abide in him? 

18  My Little children, let us not love in word, neither with the tongue; but in deed and truth. 

19  Hereby shall we know that we are of the truth, and shall {1} assure our heart {2} before him: {1) Gr 

persuade; Compare Mt 28:14. 2) Or  before him, whereinsoever our heart condemn us; because God etc}  

20 ¶  because if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. 

21  Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, we have boldness toward God; 

22  and whatsoever we ask we receive of him, because we keep his commandments and do the things that 

are pleasing in his sight. 

23 ¶  And this is his commandment, that we should {1} believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and 

love one another, even as he gave us commandment. {1) Gr believe the name}  

24  And he that keepeth his commandments abideth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he 

abideth in us, by the Spirit which he gave us. 
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C-    It is bonded in love.  vs. 3:11-18 

1- The old commandment restated  vs. 11 
2- The identification of hatred  vs. 12 

3- The identification of love  vs. 14 

4- The sacrificial character of love  vs. 16-17 

5- The active nature of love  vs. 18 

D-  It Is Buttressed By Confidence.  vs. 19-24 

1- Love of brethren gives us assurance within. 

2- Retreat to God restores a condemned conscience  vs. 20 
3- Answered prayers are the result of a cleared conscience  vs. 21-22 
4- The Holy Spirit also witnesses to Christ's indwelling  vs. 24 
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1 John 4 
1 ¶  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false 

prophets are gone out into the world. 

2  Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is 

of God: 

3  and every spirit that {1} confesseth not Jesus is not of God: and this is the spirit of the antichrist, 

whereof ye have heard that it cometh; and now it is in the world already. {1) Some ancient authorities 

read annulleth Jesus}  

4 ¶  Ye are of God, my little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you than 

he that is in the world. 

5  They are of the world: therefore speak they as of the world, and the world heareth them. 

6  We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he who is not of God heareth us not. By this we know 

the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. 

7 ¶  Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is begotten of God, and 

knoweth God. 

8  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 

9  Herein was the love of God manifested {1} in us, that God hath sent his only begotten Son into the 

world that we might live through him. {1) Or in our case}  

10  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 

our sins. 

11  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

12  No man hath beheld God at any time: if we love one another, God abideth in us, and his love is 

perfected in us: 

13  hereby we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. 

14 ¶  And we have beheld and bear witness that the Father hath sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 

world. 

15  Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God abideth in him, and he in God. 

16  And we know and have believed the love which God hath {1} in us. God is love; and he that abideth 

in love abideth in God, and God abideth in him. {1) Or in our case}  

17 ¶  Herein is love made perfect with us, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as 

he is, even so are we in this world. 

18  There is no fear in love: but perfect love casteth out fear, because fear hath punishment; and he that 

feareth is not made perfect in love. 

19  We love, because he first loved us. 

20  If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he 

hath seen, {1} cannot love God whom he hath not seen. {1) Many ancient authorities read how can he 

love God whom he hath not seen?}  

21  And this commandment have we from him, that he who loveth God love his brother also. 
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E-  It is alert to false spirits. vs. 4:1-6 

1- Recognize the presence of false prophets. 

2- Test them by their creed  vs. 2-3 
"What think ye of Christ?' 

3- Test them by their crowd  vs. 5-6 

a- The language they speak. 

b- The desires they seek.. 

F-  It is bonded in love (#2). vs. 4:7-21 
(Continued from 3:11-18) 

1- Love is the essence of God  vs. 7-8 

2- Love is exemplified in Christ  vs. 9-10 

a- The Father sent His only Son. 

b- The Son provided for man's greatest need. 

3- Love is evidence of the new birth  vs. 11-16 

a- It shows God lives within. 

b-  It displays God to the world: 

c- God's love gave God's two greatest Gifts  vs. 13-14 

d- Love reproduces itself in the born of God  vs. 15-16 

4- Perfect love excludes fear  vs. 17-19 

a- It banishes fear of judgment. 

b- It perfects itself in a new environ. 

5- Love proves the reality of our profession  vs. 20-21 

a-  It has no ulterior motives. 

b-  It is not discriminatory. 
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1 John 5 
1 ¶  Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is begotten of God: and whosoever loveth him that begat 

loveth him also that is begotten of him. 

2  Hereby we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and do his commandments. 

3  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. 

4  For whatsoever is begotten of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that hath overcome the 

world, even our faith. 

5  And who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6 ¶  This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not {1} with the water only, but {1} with 

the water and {1}  with the blood. {1) Gr in}  

7  And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is the truth. 

8  For there are three who bear witness, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and the three agree in 

one. 

9  If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for the witness of God is this, that he 

hath borne witness concerning his Son. 

10 ¶  He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in him: he that believeth not God hath made 

him a liar; because he hath not believed in the witness that God hath borne concerning his Son. 

11  And the witness is this, that God gave unto us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 

12  He that hath the Son hath the life; he that hath not the Son of God hath not the life. 
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III. FELLOWSHIP IN LIFE: "GOD IS LIFE."  (5.) 

A-  Our victory through faith. vs. 5:1-12 

1- Faith in Jesus as the Christ  vs. 1-3 

a- Love for Christ is shown by love for His children. 

b- Love is shown by obedience to God. 

c- Love makes His commands, a delight. 

2- Faith overcomes the world  vs. 4-5 

3- Faith is attested by witnesses  vs. 6-12 

a- The water and the, blood  vs. 6 

1) The water. 

2) The blood. 

b- The continuing witness of the Holy Spirit. 

c- Three witness in heaven  vs. 8 

d- The sufficiency of these witnesses  vs. 9-12 

e- A personal test of salvation  vs. 11-12 
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1 John 5 (cont.) 
13  These things have I written unto you, that ye may know that ye have eternal life, even unto you that 

believe on the name of the Son of God. 

14 ¶  And this is the boldness which we have toward him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, 

he heareth us: 

15  and if we know that he heareth us whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions which we 

have asked of him. 

16  If any man see his brother sinning a sin not unto death, {1} he shall ask, and God will give him life for 

them that sin not unto death. There is {2} a sin unto death: not concerning this do I say that he should 

make request. {1) Or he shall ask and shall give him life, even to them etc 2) Or sin}  

17  All unrighteousness is sin: and there is {1} a sin not unto death. {1 Or sin}  

18 ¶  We know that whosoever is begotten of God sinneth not; but he that was begotten of God keepeth 

{1} himself, and the evil one toucheth him not. {1) Some ancient authorities read him}  

19  We know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in the evil one. 

20  And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we know him 

that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal 

life. 

21  My little children, guard yourselves from idols. 
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B-  Our victory through knowledge. vs. 5:13-21 

1- Confidence is essential for fellowship  vs. 13 

2- Confidence is essential in prayer  vs. 14-15 

3- Confidence enables one to restore an erring brother  vs. 16-17 

a- It enables the prayer of faith. 

b- Some sins, however, cannot be prayed for. 

c- He stresses that all unrighteousness is sin. 

4- Confidence gives spiritual discernment  vs. 18-20 

a- Concerning our protection in Christ. 

b- Concerning our new sphere of life in Christ. 

5- A final word of warning concerning idols  vs. 21 
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Questions For 1 John 

1-What is the theme of I John? 

2-What heresy concerning the Person of Christ was developing at the time of the writing of I 
John? 

3-What three qualities of God's nature does John emphasize in I John? 
 
 
 
 

4-How does one maintain fellowship with God? 
 
 

5-What two provisions are made to renew broken fellowship? 
 
 

6-Suggest two proofs or evidences that one has, that he is in fellowship with the Lord 
(chapter 2). 

 
 

7-How does love of the world relate to John's argument in 2:15? 
 
 

8-What does John mean, "Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not"? 
 
 

9-What test of false teachers does John give in chapter 4 relative to the Person of Christ? 
 
 

10- What are the three witnesses in earth of which John speaks in 5:8? 
 
 
 

11- Why is confidence essential in the Christian life (5:13-17)? 
 
 



Dr. Stanley A. Ellisen The Epistle Of 1 John Bible Outline Series 

137 

For Extra Credit. 

12- What are Christians judged for? 
 
 
 

13- What are unbelievers judged for? 
 
 
 

14- Do you think God is fair? 
 
 
 

Why?    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copy these 2 pages, type your answers, and hand in or send by email to swede@thecfbc.com 

  

mailto:swede@thecfbc.com
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS ON I JOHN 
 

I. Authorship and Date 

 

A. External evidence 

 

1. Ireneaus (115-125 to 202?) states that this epistle was written by John the Apostle at 

the end of Domitian's (51-96) reign.  Domitian became Roman Emperor after the 

death of his brother Titus, in A.D. 81.  Iraneaus was a pupil of Polycarp of Smyrna, 

the pupil of John the Apostle. 

 

2. Clement of Alexandria (150 TO 219?), claims it to be John the Apostle's 

 

3. Tertullian (150 to 240?), also cited it as John's 

 

4. Origen (185 to 254?) quotes this epistle and refers to it as John's.  

 

5. Dionysis (190-265), a student of Origen, regards this epistle as written by the same 

author as the gospel. 

 

6. Polycarp (69-155), John's disciple, alludes to the content of this letter by quoting it 

several times. 

 

The date of I John is probably 90-95 A.D; the author, the Apostle John. 

 

B. Internal Evidence 

 

1. I John 1:1-4 indicates the writer was evidently an eyewitness to the Incarnated and 

Resurrected body of Jesus Christ which he assumes in a real, physical body. 

 

2. He writes, as one having authority, to his little children.  Note the diminutive 
ǰǢǧǪǦǞ.  

 

3. The fact it was considered canonical from the first, while written without an author's 

name, is one of the more significant indications that this letter is from some important 

individual in the church.  Part of the reason names are not mentioned by individuals is 

that, to them, there is no question of authorship. 

 

4. The simplicity of style and commonality of words and expressions between this letter 

and John's Gospel show that the Gospel writer, the Epistle writer, and the 

Apocalypse writer were all the same.  A look at the Greek manuscript of John 1:1 

with I John 1:1, II John 7, Rev. 1:8 and I John 1:4 with III John 4 indicate similarity 

and at times exactness of expression. 
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II.  The Character of the writing 

 

A. No greeting, no address, no benediction, no author's name all of which were customary in 

the epistolary style of the 1st century. 

 

B. In many ways this is more a theological and practical treatise of Christian doctrine (like 

Hebrews) than an epistle, and yet in spite of this it retains the personal touch of  "I write 

unto you little children." 

 

C. Christ as the very Word of the Father, the very God Incarnate, is preeminent in the book. 

 

D. The style is simple, forceful, graphic, beautiful, - no storm of words.  John operates on 

the idea that "If you can't say what you mean in 10 words of less you don't understand 

the subject." 

 

E. The voice of an unquestioned teacher to disciples who are assumed to be anxious to 

fulfill their calling.  John states the case without resorting to a lengthy defense. 

 

III.  The Occasion for the Writing 

 

Attacks came on the Church from within and without but especially by those that had adulterated 

the Gospel with the Pagan/Judiastic/Philosophical conjectures of that day.  There was no name 

especially given to those heresy's in those days, but today we call their heresy "Gnosticism" from 

the Greek noun ǠǪǵǯǦǮ (knowledge). 

 

The ground work of Gnosticism was supplied by a number of mythologies which had become 

fused together in the process of Religious/Philosophical Syncretism.  This was in part due to 

displacement of cultures by religious rulers from early times until more than 200 years after the 

foundation of Christianity.  It also was helped in part by wild interpretation of Scripture that was 

an attempt to make God's Word fit whatever the interpreter might think were "good" elements in 

other religions and cultures. 

 

A. The Gnostic Doctrine of God: 

 

They held that the Supreme Being was an Ineffable God.  i.e., too overpowering to be expressed 

in words; indefinable and therefore non-propositional and unknowable. 
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Figure 01.   An Illustration of the Gnostic Doctrine of the World 
 

Aeon were thought of as dualistic, attributes and powers of the unknowable arranged as male and 

female pairs (syzygies
1
).  e.g., "God begets first the masculine productive mind or reason (Ǭ 

ǪǬǱǮ)  with the feminine receptive truth (Ǥ ǞǨǤǥǢǦǞ) .  These two produce the word (Ǭ 

ǨǬǠǬǮ) and the life (Ǥ ǣǵǤ)  and these again produce the (ideal) man (Ǭ ǞǪǥǭǵÙǬǮ)  and 

the (ideal) church (Ǥ ǢǧǧǨǤǯǦǞ)......  These Aeons together constitute the Pleroma 

(ÙǨǤǭǵǩǞ) , the plentitude of divine powers which Paul applies to the Historical Christ in Col. 

2:9
2
 

 

                                                                 
1
 Syzygy: a joining together, conjunction. 

2
 Schaff., History of the Christian Church, Vol II, pp 474f, Doctrines of Valentinian Gnosticism 
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 B. The Gnostic Doctrine of Sin 

 

Sin to them was ignorance (ala Socrates of Greek Philosophy).  Righteousness (and hence 

salvation) came by knowledge (ǠǪǵǯǦǮ)  of specific Gnostic "truths" imparted by their 

teaching 

 

 C. The Gnostic Doctrine of Man (Anthropology): 

 

Man consists of Spirit (ÙǪǢǱǩǞǰǦǧǬǮ - pneumatikos
1
), soul (ǴǱǳǦǧǬǮ - psychikos

2
), body 

(ǯǵǩǞǰǦǧǬǮ - somatikos
3
, ǲǱǯǦǧǬǮ - phusikos

4
, ǯǞǭǧǦǧǬǮ - sarkikos

5
, ἙǨǦǧǬǮ - 

hylikos
6
). 

 

The body being material is, according to the Gnostic doctrine, evil.  This body is unredeemable.  

Only the Spirit and the soulish part of man being non-material are redeemable
7
.  The Gnosticism 

that John was writing about was not a fully developed form that was in evidence later in the 2nd 

and 3rd centuries. 

 

 D. The Gnostic Doctrine of Redemption (Soteriology): 

 

Redemption is a deliverance from the material world, which is regarded as intrinsically evil. 

 

e.g. the syncretistic element of Gnosticism changed the Persian dualism of light and darkness as 

two natural principles in eternal conflict, into the metaphysical conflict of spirit verses matter. 

 

This deliverance was also thought to be an escape to a world of freedom.  The escape was 

necessary in Gnosticism because the "evil" material world was predetermined by the syncretism 

of oriental fatalism.  e.g. Astrological beliefs that all of creation is subject to the motion of 

planets. 

 

 E. The Gnostic Doctrine of a Physical Resurrection 

 

The Gnostic doctrine of a physical resurrection or of personal immortality, was impossible due to 

the inherent evil of matter.  Their concept was the  freedom of the soul to be re-united with the 

Pleroma (the fullness of the Divine being).  Characteristically, redemption was possible for only 

a limited number of chosen spirits - sort of a caricature  

                                                                 
1
  Spiritual as opposed to somatikos.  Eph. 6:12; I Cor. 15:44, 45, 2:13,15, 3:1, 14:37; Gal. 6:1; I Pet 2:5; Rom. 1:11, 7:14; I or. 

2:13, 10:3,4, 12:1, 14:1; Eph. 1:3, 5:19, Col. 1:9, 3:16; I Pet. 2:5, Rom 15:27, I Cor. 9:11 + 
2 

The lower part of the immaterial in man - soulish.  I Cor. 2:14, 15:44,46; James 3:15; Jude 19 + 
3 

For the body, bodily.  I Tim. 4:8; Luke 3:22 
4 

Merely natural, produced by nature.  Rom. 1:26,27; II Pet. 2:12 + 
5 

Associated with, or pertaining to the flesh, fleshly, carnal:  under control of hose appetites.  Rom. 15:27;  I Cor. 9:11; I Cor. 

3:3; II Cor. 1:12, 10:4; I Pet. 2:11 + 
6
  Evil matter.  Not found in N.T. 

7
 C.f., Prof. Murray Harris - Timothy C. Morgan, THE MOTHER OF ALL MUDDLES, 5 April 1993, Christianity Today - 

Vol 37 - No. 4. 
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of the Christian doctrine of election.  Early Gnostics recognized only two classes of men:  1, 

spiritual; 2, an inferior class variously referred to as psychikos, choixos, or hylikos. 

 

Later Gnostic schools allowed for three types of individuals: 

 

 1. Spiritual - pneumatikos - those having gnosis 

 2. Soulish - psychikos - ordinary Christians having only pistis - ÙǦǯǰǦǮ (faith) 

 3. Material - hylikos - the inferior class, paying attention only to evil material things 

- non-redeemable. 

 

F. Incipient Gnosticism 

 

Although 1st Century Gnosticism cannot be isolated to a particular set of doctrinal beliefs due to 

the wide diversity of "Gnostic" theology, and, being in its incipient (beginning) stage, certain 

basic beliefs can be written down that characterize a wide section of the Gnostic adherents. 

 

 1. The unknowability of the Supreme Being (God is totally other),  

c.f., neo-orthodoxy. 

 

 2. Allegorization or mythologization of Scripture to fit Gnostic theology  

(avoids historical-grammatical interpretation) 

 

 3. Only the pneumatic (spiritual) part of man is redeemable ï  

no bodily resurrection. 

 

 4. Stressing self-knowledge rather than ethics and doctrine (sensitivity training) 
 

 5. Salvation via esoteric knowledge, e.g. simple Bible stories about Jesus, a literal 

cross, a real resurrection may be sufficient for common people, ordinary 

churchmen, but, the really spiritual person goes beyond this to see Cross, 

Resurrection, Ascension, Pentecost, etc. merely as symbols of higher truths, c.f., 

liberalism. 

 

Abraham's trek to Palestine is really "the story of a Stoic (Abram) Philosopher who leaves 

Chaldea (sensual understanding) and stops at Haran which means "holes," and signifies the 

emptiness of knowing things by holes (the senses).  When he becomes Abraham he becomes a 

truly enlightened Philosopher!  To marry Sarah is to marry Abstract Wisdom! 

 

 6. Consider the conduct of a Gnostic:  Starting with the basic concept that  

matter is evil (and so the body), Gnostics came up with basically two different 

conclusions. 

 

  a. The body is of this world so it doesn't matter what one does with it. 

 

  b. The body is matter and hence evil so it is to be negated ï adherents 

became strict ascetics. 

 

 7. Gnostics picked up Orthodox Christian terminology to express what was basically 

an un-Christian philosophy. 

 

 8. The human element in redemption was merely a deceptive appearance - He only 
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seemed real. 

 

IV. The Subject Of The Writing. 

 

The subject then is twofold: 

 

1. To Expose And Defend The Church Against Gnosticism. 

 

The Gnostic system was like Grandma's stew; an assortment of Greek philosophy,  Jewish 

speculations, Eastern mysticism, Christian phraseology, in a base of Persian dualism, violently 

seasoned with a blend of allegorism, an excess of type and symbol, the whole mess covered over 

with a bonnet of the irrational.  It was then, a syncretistic amalgamation of about everything 

known to man. 

 

The church at this stage was fighting for it's life due to the confounding pseudo-intellectualism of 

the Gnostic adherents.  John's letter, as we will see, points out these errors one by one and gives 

us a sample for an apologetic (defense) against error in our day.  The church that doesn't realize a 

battle is going on, has become a spectator.  In such conflicts, God commands us to be 

participants (Eph. 5, etc.).  John's methods, when rightly understood and utilized, will make us 

better prepared ambassadors for Jesus Christ. 

 

2. The Presentation Of The Son of God. 

 

So, what does John do? He presents the God Man, Jesus, the Son of God, Savior, Defender and 

Sustainer of all who believe. 

 

This epistle like Colossians presents a powerful apologetic (polemic) against Gnosticism. 

There are three Greek words for knowing that may be used to illustrate this conundrum. 

1.   ɞɘŭŬ: oida:a. to see, perceive; b. to know ï facts. 

2.   ɔɘɜɩůəɤ: a. to learn to know, come to know, get a knowledge of perceive, feel;  

b. to know, understand, perceive, have knowledge of;  

c. Jewish idiom for intercourse between a man and a woman;  

d. to become acquainted with, to know. 

3.   ˊɘɔɘɜɩůəɤ epiginosko: AV-know 30, acknowledge 5, perceive 3, take knowledge of 2, 

have knowledge of 1, know well 1; 42 

1) to become thoroughly acquainted with, to know thoroughly 

1a) to know accurately, know well, full experiential knowledge (Pauline). 

2) to know 

2a) to recognise 

2a1) by sight, hearing, of certain signs, to perceive who a person is 

2b) to know i.e. to perceive 

2c) to know i.e. to find out, ascertain 

2d) to know i.e. to understand 

From the Noun  

3a. ́ɑɔɜɤůɘɠ epignosis ep-igô-no-sis: AV-knowledge 16, acknowledging 3, 

acknowledgement 1; 20  

1) precise and correct knowledge  

1a) used in the NT of the knowledge of things ethical and divine  
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Introduction to 2 John 

I. Authorship. 

The author calls himself the "elder, " as did Peter also (I Peter 5:1). The style 
and vocabulary are nearly identical with John's Gospel and I John. Of the 13 verses, 
8 are found in substance in I John. The early Fathers often regarded the three 
Epistles as a unit. 

II. Addressees. 

"The elect lady and her children" (1). The most natural interpretation is that it 
refers simply to a Christian lady who had believing children whom John had had 
occasion to meet in his travels and whose Christian behavior impressed him. 

III. Historical Setting. 

A- The setting is much the same as that of I John, the book being composed 
shortly after. 

B- Deceivers or heretics of the Gnostic or Docetic variety continue to confront and 
concern John. They were doubtless making a strong bid for entrance into the 
community of the "elect lady. " 

IV. Purpose and Theme. 

The theme of this Epistle is "walking in truth. " He writes with two ends in view. 
He desires to commend this Christian mother with respect to the evident 
Christian behavior of her children which had come to the attention of John. Secondly, he 
writes to sound a word of warning concerning the subtle deceivers who were 
making inroads into Christian homes, churches, and communities. He writes to 
this Christian woman and home-builder, desiring to protect and strengthen the 
bulwark of the home as the first line of defense by emphasizing caution in 
administering charity by discernment concerning truth. 

 

Outline of 2 John 

I. Introduction 1-3. 
II. The Path of the Believer. 4-6. 
III. The Peril of the Believer. 7-13. 
IV. Conclusion.  13-14. 

Theme: Walking in Truth. 
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2 John 1 
1 ¶  The elder unto the elect {1} lady and her children, whom I love in truth; and not I only, but also all 

they that know the truth; {1) Or Cyria}  

2  for the truthôs sake which abideth in us, and it shall be with us for ever: 

3  Grace, mercy, peace shall be with us, from God the Father, and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the 

Father, in truth and love. 

4  I rejoice greatly that I have found certain of thy children walking in truth, even as we received 

commandment from the Father. 

5 ¶  And now I beseech thee, {1} lady, not as though I wrote to thee a new commandment, but that which 

we had from the beginning, that we love one another. {1) Or Cyria}  

6  And this is love, that we should walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, even as ye 

heard from the beginning, that ye should walk in it. 

7 ¶  For many deceivers are gone forth into the world, even they that confess not that Jesus Christ 

cometh in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist.
8
 

8  Look to yourselves, that ye {1} lose not the things which {2} we have wrought, but that ye receive a full 

reward. {1) Or destroy 2) Many ancient authorities read ye}  

9  Whosoever {1} goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in 

the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son. {1) Or taketh the lead; Compare 3 Jo 9} 

10 ¶  If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not into your house, and 

give him no greeting: 

11  for he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil works. 

12 ¶  Having many things to write unto you, I would not write them with paper and ink: but I hope to 

come unto you, and to speak face to face, that your joy may be made full. 

13  The children of thine elect sister salute thee. 

  

                                                                 
8
  This is the classic denial of the Gnostics (Neo-Orthodox) Such individuals must be recognized and fellowship 

forbidden. This does not excuse us from sharing the Gospel with such an one, but These are usually much 
more difficult individuals to evangelize. 
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I. Introduction. vs. 1-3 

A- Salutation of love. vs. 1 

B- Commendation of truth. vs. 2 

B- The blessing in truth and love. vs. 3 

II. THE PATH OF THE BELIEVER. vs. 4-6 

A- Walking in truth. vs. 4 

B- Walking in love. vs. 5-6 

III. THE PERIL OF THE BELIEVER.  vs. 7-11 

A- Recognizing deceivers.9 vs. 7-9 

1- They deny the humanity of Christ  vs. 7 

2- They deny the doctrine of Christ  vs. 8-9 

B- Responding to deceivers. vs. 10-11 

1- Deny them hospitali ty. 

2- Deny them God-speed. 

IV. Conclusion.  vs. 13-14 

A- The prospect of a visit. 

B- Personal greetings. 

                                                                 
9
  For modern groups that correspond to these criteria see: ¢I9 YLbD5ha{ hC ¢I9 Cw!¦5{Φ ά ς The Major 

Religions And Cults Of The World ς A Christian Apologetic, 2014, Create Space/AMAZON Publishers, ISBN-
13: 978-1499770643, N. Carlson, W. Martin. 478 Pgs.  
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Questions For 2 John 

1- To whom does John write 2 John? 
 
 

2- For what purpose? 
 
 
 
 

3- What (a) might be a better translation of 2 John 7 . . . they that confess not that Jesus Christ 

cometh in the flesh. . . .?  (b) What Group(s) in the 21
st
 century might make that confession? 

(a)  
 
(b)  
 

4- όŀύ ²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ΨǘƘŜȅΩ ƻŦ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ оΣ ŀōƻǾŜΚ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǾŜǊǎŜ т ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜȅ όt[ύ ƴƻǿ 
changed to the articular singular The _________ and the _____________________. 
(a)  
 
(b)  
 

5- In 2 John 8, If we pay attention to such a one(s) (a) do we lose our salvation?  (b) Why or why not? 
(a)  
 
(b)  
 

6- ²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ά²ƘƻǎƻŜǾŜǊǎέ ƻŦ ǾŜǊǎŜ фΦ  όŀύ !ǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ? and (b) Are they lost? What reasons 
do you have for the opinions of (a) and (b)? 
(a)  
 
(b)  
 
(c)  

 

 
Copy this page, type your answers, and hand in or send by email to swede@thecfbc.com 
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THE EPISTLE OF 3 JOHN 
INTRODUCTION 

PRINCIPLES 
TEXT 

OUTLINE 
QUESTIONS 

 
Adapted from the larger work (under contract - prior his home-going) of  

Dr. Stanley Ellisen, Beloved Professor of English Bible 
And Interpretation 

At The Western Baptist Theological Seminary. 
 

This Monograph was prepared for Seminary, 
Bible College, Church and Home Bible studies. 

Also contained in each book is an Introduction and 
on opposing pages the associated Biblical text taken from 

the ASV Version of 1901; and a list of 
Class Questions. 
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Introduction to 3 John 

I. Authorship, 

Though questioned by Origen and Eusebius, it was accepted widely in the 4th century 
and endorsed by the Third Council of Carthage (397). The term "elder" unites it closely 
with II John and the style, vocabulary and ideas point to John the Apostle. 

II. Addressee. 

Gaius was evidently a loyal and active layman of the church, possibly possessing 
considerable property. Three other men by this name are mentioned 
(Romns 16:23; 1 Corinthians 1:14; Acts 19:29; and Acts 20:4, 5), none of which is 
necessarily this "Gaius. " He was a well-beloved friend of the Apostle. 

III. Historical Setting. 

A- The period is much the same as that of I John, being composed about the same 
time as II John. 

B- Ministering brethren had visited the district in which Gaius lived and had found 
hospitality and sustenance in his home. But trouble had arisen in the church 
with respect to a domineering deacon or influential leader who refused 
these ministering brethren sent from John. John had written a letter to the 
church, possibly concerning this matter, but this "prating" leader rejected him, 
as well as those whom he sent. He furthermore expelled from the church 
those who did receive these brethren. 

IV. Purpose and Theme of 3 John. 
The theme of this Epistle also is "walking in truth. " He has here, likewise, a 
twofold purpose: to commend those walking in truth, extending hospitality to 
gospel-witnesses; and to reprimand those who withhold such and promote slander 
and untruth. Having had his letter to the church there refused, John writes this note 
to one of the faithful, giving oblique notice that he himself would soon visit them 
to straighten out the matter. 
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Outline of III John 
 

I. Commendation of Gaius. 1.-8. 

II. Condemnation of Diotrephes. 9.-11. 

III. Commendation of Demetrius. 12.-14. 

IV. CONCLUSION. 13.-14. 

Theme: Walking in truth.  
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3 John 1 

1 ¶  The elder unto Gaius the beloved, whom I love in truth. 

2  Beloved, I pray that in all things thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul 

prospereth. 

3 ¶  For I {1} rejoiced greatly, when brethren came and bare witness unto thy truth, even as thou 

walkest in truth. {1) Or rejoice greatly, when brethren come and bear witness }  

4  Greater joy have I none than {1} this, to hear of my children walking in the truth. {1) Or 

these things, that I may hear}  

5  Beloved, thou doest a faithful work in whatsoever thou doest toward them that are brethren 

and strangers withal; 

6  who bare witness to thy love before the church: whom thou wilt do well to set forward on their 

journey worthily of God: 

7  because that for the sake of the Name they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles. 

8  We therefore ought to welcome such, that we may be fellow-workers {1}  for the truth. {1) Or 

with}  
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I. COMMENDATION OF GAIUS. vs. 1-8 

A- Introduction.  vs. 1 

B- His walk in truth commended.  vs. 2-4 

1- The report of his walk in truth. 

2- The rejoicing of John for his walk in truth. 

C-  His walk in love commended. vs. 5-8. 

1- Hospitality to travelling preachers  vs. 5 

2- The exhortation to further provide for travelling preachers  vs. 8 

3- The reason hospitality should be shown  vs. 7-8 

a- They went forth for His Name. 

b- They refused help from the world. 

They are fellow-workers with us.
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3 John 1 (cont.) 

9 ¶  I wrote somewhat unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence 

among them, receiveth us not. 

10  Therefore, if I come, I will bring to remembrance his works which he doeth, prating against 

us with wicked words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the 

brethren, and them that would he forbiddeth and casteth them out of the church. 

11  Beloved, imitate not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: 

he that doeth evil hath not seen God. 

12 ¶  Demetrius hath the witness of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, we also bear witness: and 

thou knowest that our witness is true. 

13  I had many things to write unto thee, but I am unwilling to write them to thee with ink and 

pen: 

14  but I hope shortly to see thee, and we shall speak face to face. Peace be unto thee. The friends 

salute thee. Salute the friends by name. 
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II. CONDEMNATION OF DIOTREPHES. vs. 9-11 

A- He rejected apostolic authority. vs. 9 

B- He loved to have the preeminence. vs. 9 

C- He contended against the truth. vs. 10 

D- He had evidently not seen God. vs. 11 

III. COMMENDATION OF DEMETRIUS. vs. 12 

A- His good report commended. vs. 12 

IV. CONCLUSION. vs. 13-14 

A- The prospect of a visit. 

B- The personal greetings. 
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Questions For 3 John 
1- Give two or three items of background involved in the content of 3 John. 

(a)  
 
(b)  
 
(c)  
 

2- What does John condemn in 3 John?  
(a)  
 
(b)  
 

3- Who does John condemn in 3 John? 

(a)  
 
(b)  
 

4- Name the persons and groups of persons that John commends in this letter?  What was the major 
point of commendation for each? 

 Person or Persons Major Point of Commendation  
a)  (a)  
b)  (b)  
c)  (c)  
d)  (d)  
   
5- In verse 11, we have another point of controversy.  (a) How do you define what is evil?  (b) How do 

you define that which is good.  (c) How do we judge ourselves in the concept of doing evil.  (d) How 
much evil must we do to establish that we have not seen God? 

(a)  
 
(b)  
 
(c)  
 
(d)  
 

 

Copy this page, type your answers, and hand in or send by email to swede@thecfbc.com 
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THE BOOK OF THE REVELATION (OF JESUS CHRIST) 
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PRINCIPLES 
TEXT 

OUTLINE 
QUESTIONS 

 
Adapted from the larger work (under contract - prior his home-going) of  

Dr. Stanley Ellisen, Beloved Professor of English Bible 
And Interpretation 

At The Western Baptist Theological Seminary. 
 

This Monograph was prepared for Seminary, 
Bible College, Church and Home Bible studies. 

Also contained in each book is an Introduction and 
on opposing pages the associated Biblical text taken from 

the ASV Version of 1901; and a list of 
Class Questions. 
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INTERPRETIVE NOTES FOR OUR STUDY OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
 

Interpretative Background for the Prophetic Word 
  

In no other area of Biblical interpretation has as great a lack of common sense been applied, as in the 
interpretation of the prophetic word.  Apart from the cultic problem of individuals taking passages of 
ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ tŜǘŜǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ άǿǊŜǎǘƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 
destruction, the prophetic word has suffered greatly from its friends.  The big, or greatest measure of 
the problem is the attempt by many to try to reconcile what is happening currently, with what the 
prophetic word states, without allowing the original author to express what God has revealed to him.  
Thus, it is necessary to have some controlling principle for interpreting all/any part of the Word of God.  
Clearly, the method that is used in interpreting literature written in most any language is the literal 
method.  In the literal method there are two areas into which normal language can be broken down.   

1) There is the plain literal sentence, which is a straightforward prose sentence without 

figures of speech.  For example, in Exodus 20 verse 15, ñThou shalt not stealò is a 

plain literal sentence without figures of speech.   

2) There is also the figurative literal sentence.  This is a sentence containing one or more 

figures of speech in which case such an expression has that proper or natural meaning 

as understood by students of language.  Whenever a figure is used its literal meaning 

is precisely that meaning determined by grammatical studies of figures.  Obviously, 

the study of figures of speech in another language different from ours requires a study 

and knowledge of: 
 

a) the grammar and syntax of that language,  

b) the culture of the people both the one writing and those who would be reading 

such a statement,  

c) the geography of the country from which it is written or about,  

d) the flora, fauna, minerals, of the country in which itôs written to or about, 

e) the history, of the governments that are in power at the time of the writing or 

at the time that the prophetic statements are written about, 

f) it demands the interpreter know something about the categories of figures of 

speech used in human languages, 

g) it demands the expositor/interpreter be a Spirit Controlled Believer, 

h) finally, it demands the spiritual acumen and Biblical knowledge of the whole 

of Scripture. 
 

For example, in Luke 13, verse 32, the Lord Jesus has been told by the Pharisees in verse 31, 

ñGet out and depart from here for Herod will kill you.ò  In verse 32, ñAnd He (the Lord Jesus) 

said unto them, go and tell that fox, behold I cast out demons and I do cures today and tomorrow 

and the third day I shall have finished.ò  Verse 32 contains at least three figures of speech.  The 

first one is when He refers to Herod as a ñfox.ò   He is not attempting to make the reader think 

that Herod is a four footed, red member of the genus vulpes vulpes of Europe and Palestine, 

namely a red fox.  What He is trying to tell us is that Herod, although an insignificant ruler, has 

the cunning of a fox.  The second figure of speech is an expression called ñcandour.ò  It is an 

expression of feeling by way of bold freedom of speech and in this case it is used in reprehension 

of Herod in the way he operates.  And so without intending offense, he speaks with perfect 

freedom when he says to him, ñgo and tell that foxò.  The third figure of speech in this verse is a 

technical one called ñheterosisò or exchange accidents.  This is when one, in this case, tense, is 

replaced by another tense.  It is the name given where an exchange, not of actual parts of speech 

but of the accidents of a part of speech, is put for another.  In this case, the present tense in the 

original language is put for the future, such that if you translated the text in a straight literal 

fashion, ñAnd the third day I am perfectedò is how it would be translated.  The translators 
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understood this figure of speech and so properly translated it, ñAnd I shall on the third day have 

finished.ò 
 

 J. I. Packer in his book, ñFundamentalism and the Word of God,ò states the problem succinctly.  

He says, ñThere is probably no word in the study of hermeneutics that has been as greatly 

misunderstood as the word literal unless it be the word spiritual.ò  He states further, ñTyndale 

castigates the scholastics for misapplying II Corinthians 3:6 to support their thesis that the 

literal sense ... is hurtful, annoysome and killeth soul, and only spiritualizing does any good.ò  

And he replaces their distinction between the literal and spiritual senses by an equation, which 

reflects John, 6:63 ñGod is a spirit and all His words are spiritual.  His literal sense is spiritual 

... if thou have the eyes of God to see the right meaning of the text and whereunto the scripture 

pertaineth and the final end and cause thereof.ò  Fanciful spiritualizing so far from yielding 

Godôs meaning, actually obscured it.  The literal sense is itself the spiritual sense coming from 

God and leading to Him.ò 
 

 Concepts of letterism and woodenheaded literalism, which are in the minds of some when they 

think of literal interpretation, only seem to confuse the issue.  The primary meaning of the 

meaning of literal, according to Webster, is: 1) according to the letter, or the natural or usual 

construction and implication of a writing or expression following the ordinary and apparent 

sense of the word.ò  According to Bernard Ramm in his book ñProtestant Biblical 

Interpretation,ò the literal method is the normal method of interpretation in every day social 

intercourse by everyone who endeavors to understand others.  If one wishes to be understood he 

gives only one sense to his words in any given context and that sense is the normal socially 

designated meaning of the words.ò  J. K. Deodes writes in his manual of hermeneutics for the 

writings if the New Testament.  He cautions, ñlet us never forget that we are accustomed in 

speaking or writing to use every word in one definite sense and to express one definite thought in 

each sentence when we wish to be understood.  We will purposely avoid all ambiguity when we 

wish others to comprehend our thoughts.  If we do not desire this then we will be ambiguous on 

purpose but then untelligible also.ò 
 

 Many generations back, William Tyndale gave a similar exhortation, ñThou shall understand 

therefore that the scripture hath but one sense which is the literal sense and that literal sense is 

the root and ground of all and the anchor that never fails whereunto if thou cleave thou canst 

never err or go out of the way and if thou leave the literal sense thou canst not but go out of the 

way.  Nevertheless the scripture uses proverbs, similitudes, riddles, or allegories as all other 

speeches do but that which the proverb, similitude, riddle or allegory signifieth, is ever the 

literal sense which thou must seek out diligently.ò  Charles Caldwell Ryrie in his book ñThe 

Basis of the Premillenial Faithò states:  ñThe use of figurative language does not compromise 

or nullify the literal sense of the thing to which it is applied.  Figures of speech are legitimate 

grammatical usages for conveying a literal meaning.  Behind every figure of speech is a literal 

meaning and by means of the historical, grammatical exegesis of the text, these literal 

meanings are to be sought out. 
 

 Finally, for those interested in greater understanding of figures of speech in the Bible, it is 

recommended that you beg, borrow (donôt forget to return it), or buy: E W. Bullinger, 

FIGURES OF SPEECH USED IN THE BIBLE, 1968, Baker Book House Company, Ex - 496 

figures of speech with copious Scripture references - the best in any language. .ò  Thus, we 

conclude our interpretive background section by a plea to use as our hermeneutic or 

interpretive principle, the literal method for interpreting the scriptures. 
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THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

27-Introduction  

I . Ti t le . 

It is a revelation (apocalypse) of Jesus Christ, revealing Him in His Person and 
apocalyptic work. The title, "The Revelation of St. John, " was appended to 
distinguish it from other "apocalypses" in circulation. 

I I . Authorship. 

The book of Revelation has often been questioned as to its apostolic authorship by 
John. But even though such staunch conservatives of church history as Luther, 
Zwingli, and Erasmus (conservative?) have rejected it as nonapostolic, ancient 
tradition uniformly ascribed it to the Apostle John. 

A- Internal attestations for Johannine authorship: 

1- John names himself four times (1:1, 4, 9; 22:8). This so-called 
"immodesty" is not inconsistent with the view that John wrote the book, for 
the nature of the book is such that strong apostolic authority is needed for 
the confirmation of its message. 

2- The author claims to have been on the Isle of Patmos. That the Apostle 
John was there is confirmed by Ireneaus and other Fathers who claim that he 
was banished there by Emperor Domitian until the Emperor's death. 

3- The difference in vocabulary between Revelation and other books by John can 
be accounted for by the difference in subject matter. John wrote the Revelation 
immediately as he was commanded in each vision, whereas the Gospel and John's 
epistles were products of extended meditation. It is also to be noted that John 
may have used an amanuensis or secretary for the writing of the other books. 

4- There is a great similarity in the tone and temper of Revelation and the 
Gospel of John. Both involve great conflict, tension and passion as Christ 
struggles with enemies of the truth. 

5- The books have similar concepts and phraseologies, i. e, "Word of God, " 
"Lamb, " "darkness, " "whosoever, " etc. 
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B- External attestations for Johannine authorship. 

Both the ancient Western Fathers (Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian, etc. ) and the 

Eastern Fathers (Clement of Alexandria and Origen) ascribed it to the Apostle John. 

III. Historical Setting. 

A- Date. 

1- Many conservatives (Westcott, Lightfoot, Scroggie) hold to an early date 

(68-69) on the basis of the poor Greek used and the identity of the "7 heads" 
on the beast of chapters 13-17. The theory is that the "5 fallen" began with 
Caesar or Augustus, thus making the one that "now is" either Nero or Galba. 
But the view required Nero to return as the "eighth, " which event history 
denies. 

2- Since Clement of Alexander, Irenaeus, etc. , declared that John was banished to 
Patmos in the 15th year of Domitian and that he was released by Nerva (96), 
the best historical evidence points to a date of about 95/96. 

John stated that he was banished to Patmos for the Word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, and the time of Domitian was a time of 
persecution for Christians due to their refusal to worship the Emperor 
(which persecution was unlike previous persecutions). 

A further evidence for the late date is the fact that the churches described 
in chapters 2-3 were only founded in the late 50's. The early date allows 
too little for the declension spoken of in these churches. 

B- Political setting. 

Politically, the period was a time of change and unsteadiness. Following 
Nero's suicide in 68, civil conflict between the Roman senate and the army 
ensued with three short-lived emperors. The eastern army, however, 
soon took over by setting up Vespasian, who began the Flavian dynasty of 
Vespasian and his two sons, Titus and Domitian. Vespasian and Titus were quite 
popular emperors, but Domitian was not. Domitian sought moral reform in 
the empire by rebuilding the temples of the older gods and suppressing new 
proselyting religions. In his vanity, he demanded worship for himself, 
requiring that he be addressed as "Lord God. " In a sense, then, Domitian` 
epitomized false religion united to the empire. 

C- Christian persecution. 

There was evidently some tribulation being experienced by the churches of Asia 
Minor (1:9). John was banished to Patmos and this was doubtless brought 
about because of his refusal to worship Domitian. His example would have a 
great influence upon the churches throughout the area. 
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IV. Methods of Interpreting Revelation. 

Like the parables of Jesus where truth is both revealed and concealed, the book of 
Revelation has been interpreted in a variety of ways throughout church history. The 
following four have been the most prominent: 

A- The "spirit ializing" or idealist method.  

Advocates--Clement, Origen, Augustine, Milligan, etc. 

This view sees Revelation as an allegory of the conflict between the church 
and the forces of evil in all ages. Thus the book has no definite message, but 
is an encouragement to all ages to continue the battle for righteousness.. The 
Revelation then tells practically nothing not already revealed. This view 
overlooks the patent fact that the book claims to be a prophecy and that it 
looks specifically to the second Advent and events just preceding it. 

B- The Preterist method.  

AdvocatesτMoses Stewart, Alcasar the Jesuit., Grotius, Ray Summers, etc. 

The preterist view holds that most all the book has been fulfilledτthe first 
part (4-11) in victory over Jewish enemies, and the second part (12-19) in 
victory over pagan enemies. Chapters 20-22 then are seen as the church's 
present triumph and power. 
This view was developed in the 16th century to take the obvious implications 
(relating the Roman church with Babylon) away from the Catholic Church. This 
method requires extensive allegorization, it entirely disregards the time 
periods in the book, and also waters down the second coming with its 
resplendent glories. To conceive of Satan as being "chained" during this 
age is difficult besides contradicting the rest of the New Testament. 

C- The Continuous-history method. 

Advocates--Joachim (1150), Wycliffe, Luther, Newton, Bengel. 

The continuous-history view holds that the book covers the whole history of the 
church from its origin to the end of time. Some associate the year-day theory 
with it. 

This method requires that the interpreter posses a thorough knowledge of 
secular and church history. Hopeless confusion and lack of unanimity are seen 
in the various interpretations given by its advocates. 

D- The Futuristic or Eschatological method. 

Advocates--Irenaeus, Theodoret, Gregory the Great, Tertullian. After the 
dark ages, this view was revived in the 16th century by Ribera, held, by Zahn, 
etc. , (and even by some Catholics such as Steinmuller). It is the basic view 
of pre-millennialists today.
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This view holds that the book relates mainly to things which are yet to come, 
chapters 4-22 being concerned completely with events just prior to the second 
Advent, the Millennium, and the eternal state. 
Validity of this method is confirmed by: 

1- It was held by the apostolic and early church (and the exegetes of Antioch) 
until the time of the rise of allegorism in the work of Clement and 
Origen (see Steinmuller). 

2- It best conforms to the historico-grammatical method of interpretation, 
accepting the language in its literal sense and interpreting symbols as 
symbolic representations of literal truths. 

3- It best adheres to the designated character of the book, that of being a 
prophecy (1:3, 19; 22:7, 10, 18, 19). 

4- This view best accords with the entire structure of Biblical prophecy, 
complementing and fulfilling the Old Testament covenants and prophecies 
concerning the Kingdom, judgment of Israel and the nations, the concept of the 
remnant, and that of Millennial glory. It also accords with New Testament 
prophecies of Christ and the apostles concerning the tribulation, the Man of 
Sin, etc. 

5- The Futurist method accords with the fact of the preservation of the Jewish 
people throughout history and their rise on the current scene as a political 
power to a position where the literal view is not nearly so fanciful to the 
student of current events. 

6- It should be observed that most of the other views tend to drive people from 
the study of the book, rather than challenging them to further study. It allows 
for the same hermeneutics one applies to other parts of the sacred writings. 

7- Finally, This is the only Book of the Bible that promises a Blessing to those who 
Read and those who hear the WORDS of this PROPHECY; Rev 1:3. Why would it 
promise a blessing to all who read and who hear the words of this prophecy if 
the interpretive method used would tend to drive folks away from 
reading/understanding this Book. 

V. The Purpose and Theme of Revelation. 

The theme of the book of Revelation is the Glory of Christ. This is seen in both His 
present work of directing the churches and His coming work of judging the world 
and bringing in everlasting righteousness. 

A threefold  purpose is evident in the writing. It was first and immediately a 
message of comfort and challenge to the churches of Asia which were being 
persecuted and in danger of succumbing. Secondly, it was given to set forth a 
prophecy concerning the manner in which Christ will eventually deal with the 
nations, judge sin in the earth, establish His Kingdom, and bring in everlasting 
righteousness. A third purpose of the Holy Spirit was to complete the canon of 
Scripture and show the termination and fulfillment of all God's promises and 
covenants, thus giving symmetry and completeness to the whole of God's 
program with men. 
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Outline of The Book of Revelation   
 

I. Vision of Christ in Glory.  1. 
II. Vision of Christ in the Midst of Churches. 2-3. 
III. Vision of Christ in Judgment. 4-18. 
IV. Vision of Christ's Return in Glory. 19-20. 
V. Vision of Christ in Consummation. 21-22. 

Theme: The Glory of Christ in directing the churches, judging 
the world, and bringing in everlasting righteousness. 
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Figure 01.   The Locations Of The Seven Churches Of Rev 2-3. 

 
Questions: 
Find the island of Patmos.  Find each city whose church is identified in Rev 2-3. 
²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦΚΦ ΦŜΦƎΦΣ {ŀǊŘƛǎΥ ά! ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ƛƴƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅέ ς It compromised with the pagan society in which it lived. 
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Figure 02.   Physical Map Of Israel Showing Longitudinal Zones and Petra . 
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Figure 03    THE JEZREEL VALLEY AND PLAIN OF ACCO WITH HAR-MAGGEDON 
 
The Hill (or Tel - the ruins on the hill) of Maggedon  (Heb -  wdgm--rh   Note: Hebrew  is written from 

right to left).  This name is transliterated in the Greek as: Urmageddon.  In Rev 16:16 the only place in 
the New Testament where this word occurs in Greek or English, it denotes the battle ground of the 
GREAT TRIBULATION. 
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Figure 04.   A Pictorial/Tabular Outline Of The Book Of The Revelation Of Jesus The Messiah. 
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Figure 05.   Rev 1-5 - Introduction - 7 Letters and Songs. 
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Figure 06.   Rev 1-5 And 21-22 - Introduction And The GLORY. 
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Figure 07.   Rev 6-9 The Seals And The Judgments. 
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Figure 08.   Rev 10:1-15:4 - The Conflicts - The Preparation For Final Judgment. 
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Figure 09.   Rev 10-22 - The Bowl Judgments And The End. 
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Figure 10.   The Millennial Holy Oblation. 

Ez 48:10, 20,21. 
a
 

                                                                 
a
  Oblation: something offered in worship or devotion. 
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Figure 11.   Sketch Of The Nation Of Israel During The Millenium. 
  


